
Community Conservation Repor t 

Protecting our Treasured
L a n d s  a n d  Wate r s



“It’s so important for my young son, Gracen, 
to have the opportunity to spend time out-
side—climbing trees, hiking trails, playing at 
the beach, and learning about wildlife like 
birds. We feel so blessed to have Admiralty 
Inlet Preserve located in our backyard and 
permanently protected by the Land Trust.”
   
           — Jason Joiner
    Coupeville

“I volunteer for the Land Trust because its 
work is critical to maintaining the magical 
quality of our Islands, and because the Land 
Trust makes volunteering so rewarding:
Results are clear, time is used efficiently and 
efforts are appreciated. Volunteer—it makes a 
difference!” 

    — Tom Cahill
       Freeland 

“The Land Trust works to protect habitat for 
birds, animals and humans. The tours and 
events we attend educate and inspire my hus-
band and I about the need for preservation, 
provides an opportunity to meet like-minded 
supporters, and demonstrates the importance 
and results of the Land Trust’s work.”
 
           — Pat Kessler
              Camano Island

Where is your special place on the Islands? Do you find solace climbing 
the steep bluff at Ebey’s Landing with the wind at your back? Are you 
inspired by the vista of working farmlands at Monroe Landing and the 
next-generation farmers who put local organic vegetables and meat on your 
table? When you walk the wild shoreline at Indian Point, do your eyes rise 
to the high bluff to find the ever-present eagle perched on a snag? 

These places are treasured because they connect us to the natural life of 
Whidbey and Camano Islands. Protecting these places feeds a desire to 
leave the world a better place. 

This Community Conservation Report shares stories of the people who love 
and protect the Islands. You’ll read about how our mission has expanded 
to include fostering a ‘forever’ community commitment to protect and 
steward the best of the Islands. This includes: 

• Using conservation to strengthen community health and the local economy.
• Providing public access to protected lands, where appropriate. 
• Engaging stewardship volunteers geographically and across generations. 

As a supporter of the Whidbey Camano Land Trust, you play an active 
role in each conservation success. Thank you for your dedication! 
Together, we will keep our Islands thriving for the diversity of life on the 
land and in the waters that surround us. We hope to see you out on the land!

3,257 Hours
800 Donors 183 Volunteers

540 Explorers
30 Guided Tours

Connecting People to Treasured Places

Vision - Protected lands and waters are universally treasured assets on our thriving Islands.

Mission - We actively involve the community in protecting, restoring, and appreciating the important natu-
ral habitats and resource lands that support the diversity of life on our Islands and in the waters of Puget Sound.Protecting our Treasured

L a n d s  a n d  Wa t e r s
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Whidbey Camano Land Trust
Conservation Success 

82 Protected Properties = 8,000 acres
The Whidbey Camano Land Trust primarily protects property by 
acquiring conservation easements that permanently remove 
development rights, with the property remaining under private 
ownership and management. Occasionally, we may buy, own 
and manage conservation properties or assist agencies, such as 
State Parks, to protect important properties.

Legend           

              Properties Protected (to May 2015)

        Land Projects Underway (35+)
 
 Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve

Monroe Landing Farmland

The legacy of three family farms totaling 400 acres 
will continue if the owners accept our conservation 
easement offers. Success will maintain existing pas-
toral views, fertile soils, and an important wildlife 
corridor to protected County forests.

Camano Ridge Trailhead

A major donation by the English family allowed us 
to partner with Island County so the County could 
purchase a key property and construct a parking 
lot with easy access to miles of trails at the 400-acre 
Camano Ridge Forest Preserve.

Glendale Beach & Waterman Shoreline

Two exciting shoreline projects will provide public 
access and protect salmon habitat and water qual-
ity in Puget Sound.  These projects were funded 
with more than $2.5 million in federal and state 
grants, plus $185,000 in private donations.
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Walking Ebey’s Initiative  

A European-like trail system in Ebey’s Reserve is 
being initiated by the Land Trust. A new trail along 
Admiralty Inlet Preserve is the first step in a trail 
system through protected farmland and forest, 
connecting Coupeville to parks with scenic views.



Nancy Conard pauses at the Ebey’s Prairie Overlook to admire the pan-
oramic view. To the west, across the waters of Admiralty Inlet, loom the 
mighty Olympic Mountains. Volcanic, snow-capped Mount Baker domi-
nates the eastern horizon. Beneath the overlook stretches a vast, colorful 
expanse of picturesque farms checkered with woods. 

“What incredible freedom I had growing up in Coupeville,” Nancy recalls. 
“I was outside all day, riding my bike and walking wherever I wanted.” 
She has lived nearly her entire life in Coupeville, the past 20 years as the 
Town’s mayor. “Having endless farm fields, long stretches of beach and 
forest trails to explore gave me my deep desire to take care of this place.” 

Trails have been an integral part of the Whidbey and Camano Island land-
scapes. Native Americans followed animal trails on their hunts, created 
footpaths through prairies to gather food and launched canoes from the 
Islands’ beaches. European explorers and pioneers followed the same trails. 

Many of those trails are still followed by today’s visitors to Ebey’s, some of 
the same trails Nancy explored in years past. Now, however, the freedoms 
she and others enjoyed have been diminished due to a growing population.

That’s why the Land Trust is initiating Walking Ebey’s, a vision for people 
of all ages and abilities to make their own special connections with the 
Islands. When realized, trails in Coupeville will connect to state and coun-
ty parks, historic landmarks, and properties protected by the Land Trust, 
creating a European-like walking experience. Scenic vistas will unfold while 
trail users meander through historic working farms, rare prairies, old-
growth forests, beaches, and birding areas at Crockett Lake. 

In years ahead, the community will need to join forces to make this trail 
system a reality. “Now we have an opportunity to build a legacy that bene-
fits the local economy and community for generations to come—one where 
my granddaughter can wander these lands as I once did,” Nancy said. 

Walking Ebey’s Initiative 

Saving Family Farms
Jennifer Muzzall stands tall and proud at the edge of her family’s fifth-
generation farm south of Oak Harbor. A warm sun raises sweat on her 
brow and she’s happy to take a break from her chores where 3 Sisters Farm 
produces grass-fed beef, all-natural pork, and cage-free eggs. 

Jennifer is an anomaly. Younger farmers aren’t filling the work boots of 
aging farmers—only 5 percent of principal farm operators are under the age 
of 35. This is putting intense pressure on older farmers and the land they own. 

“It’s a fight every day to keep the ground that you’re on,” Jennifer said. 
“We farm leased land as well, and many leases are going away this year, 
while the future of others is uncertain.”

The North Whidbey farmlands where Jennifer grew up have been disap-
pearing, one reason why the Muzzall family worked with the Land Trust in 
2013 to protect their North Penn Cove farm. Conservation easements will 
preserve the land for farming forever, securing a future for family farms.

A heritage like the Muzzall’s runs deep in the Monroe Landing area.  
Jennifer’s dad, Ron, learned farming from “old-timers” like Cornelius 

“Cornie” Vander Voet. Cornie’s children are now working with the Land 
Trust to keep his farming legacy alive by removing 25 housing development 
rights on their 254-acre farm. Two other families with adjacent farmlands 
also are working with the Land Trust to preserve their farms. 

“Farming is about partnerships,” Jennifer explained. “Working farmland 
in close proximity to others allows for better working relationships and 
greater productivity.” 

Protecting connected farmland benefits the community as well. Locally 
grown food increases food security, ground water is replenished, wildlife 
habitat is saved, treasured scenic views are preserved, and potential trail 
connections are secured. 

Jennifer crossed the road to check on the baby goats. She bent down and 
put her hand through the fence to touch them with affection. “It’s a rela-
tionship between people and the land,” she said. “The key is to connect 
the next generation to the land. Without them, there’s no one to tell the 
story or carry on the tradition to care for the land.”



Edna Glen stood high on her tiptoes outside her family’s home on Glen-
dale Beach. She looked up the steep bluff watching for the train to amble 
noisily down the tracks with a load of freshly milled logs. The year was 
1915, and Whidbey Island’s only railroad served the small mills that had 
sprung up along the Maxwelton Valley. The train brought timber to the 
Glendale pier which was a main shipping port served by the Seattle steam-
er Calista and a launch from Everett named The Daphne. 

Washington’s conifer forests were some of the most productive on earth. 
Edna knew the county’s biggest trees once sprawled across South Whidbey. 
The density of those forests and the size of individual trees were staggering. 
The largest firs were five to seven feet in diameter and 245 to 330 feet tall.  

A hundred years later, Debra Waterman stands on the Waterman shore-
line four miles north of Glendale Beach. She gazes up the hillside remem-
bering the sight of a Waterman mill truck. 

The trucks once brought fir and hemlock chips to a pipe system, designed 
and built by her father, Bud Waterman, that carried the chips down a 
high bank, along a pier and onto a shipping barge. Bud had purchased the 

“chip-and-dump” property to serve as water access for his timber mill on 
Langley Road, which operated 40 years until closing in 1990. 

“Working with the Land Trust to protect this property is huge for the 
family.” Debra said. “We couldn’t be more ecstatic. Mom would have been 
pleased. Now the land will never be developed and it will be available to 
the community.” 

The Glendale and Waterman shorelines are connected. They once served 
the needs of the Island community when timber was an important eco-
nomic value. Today, the community values these places as natural areas 
for salmon habitat, fishing, walking, kayaking and places where families 
can enjoy the beach. Through the efforts of the Land Trust, working with 
the Watermans, the community and our funding partners, these treasured 
places will be protected.   

Debra’s granddaughter, Caylee, turns from the beach and races up the 
bluff trail. She doesn’t hear little Edna’s train whistle or her great-grand-
pa’s mill truck, but she does hear an eagle’s call. Someday soon she will 
return and know her family helped protect this special place forever.

        

Local Archaeology
Saturday, June 27

Explore North Whidbey archaeology and histo-
ry with local historian, Lou Labombard. You’ll 
hear about Puget Sound and Whidbey Island, 
learn about the archaeology of the property, and 
discuss artifacts found on the site. The Mitchell 
Property is protected with a conservation ease-
ment held by the Land Trust. 

Place: Mitchell Property, Oak Harbor (directions 
following registration)

Time: 1 pm - 3 pm

Cost: Free! This tour is open to the community

What to Bring: Water, walking shoes, hat

Hike Distance: Moderate difficulty, 2 - 3 miles, 
access accommodations available  

Age Appropriate: 8 years and up  

Pre-registration is required for all tours and treks.
Register online at www.wclt.org/events or call (360) 222-3310.  

Rails & Woodchips to Shore

Beach Walk & Picnic 
Saturday, July 18

Grab a picnic lunch and a friend and join us for 
a guided beach walk at the permanently protect-
ed Indian Point beach in Clinton. Tour leader, 
Kelly Zupich, of Beach Watchers, will discuss 
marine life and the nearshore habitat. You’ll also 
learn why the beach and uplands are so special 
and how they were protected by the Land Trust.

Place: Indian Point, Clinton (directions follow-
ing registration)

Time: 1 pm - 3 pm 

Cost: Free! This tour is open to the community

What to Bring: Lunch, water, binoculars, hat, 
sunscreen, walking shoes or walking sandals

Hike Distance: Flat beach walk, 2 miles 

Age Appropriate: 6 years and up   

   Join us on the land
   TOURS & TREKS

PERF



        

Walk & Talk with Fungi
Saturday, October 10

Why do fungi look so funny and what makes 
them important? Come on this guided fungi 
tour where you’ll see common fungi found in 
our area and learn the benefits they provide to 
nature. Space is limited and these tours fill up 
extremely fast. Online registration will open the 
beginning of September.

Place: Whidbey Institute, Clinton (directions 
following registration)

Time: 10 am - 12pm and 1pm - 3pm 

Cost: Free! This tour is open to the community

What to Bring: Water, walking shoes, camera 

Hike Distance: Moderate difficulty with hill 
travel, 2 miles round-trip 

Age Appropriate: 8 years and up   

Farm Day at 3 Sisters Family Farm
Saturday, July 18

Join 3 Sisters Family Farms and Market for a 
special behind the scenes Farm Day! This fami-
ly-friendly event will include a petting zoo, hay 
maze, farm tours and BBQ. You’ll see where the 
farm animals live, what they’re fed and what 
a day in their life is like. We’ll be there too, so 
come visit us at our informational booth!

Place: 3 Sisters Family Farm, Oak Harbor (direc-
tions located at www.3sistersbeef.org)

Time: 10 am - 4 pm

Cost: Free! This event is open to the community

What to Bring: Water, walking shoes, camera 

Hike Distance: Easy walking around the Farm 
on flat terrain

Age Appropriate: All ages welcome

Pre-registration is required for all tours and treks.
Register online at www.wclt.org/events or call (360) 222-3310.  

How Your Support Protects Land

   Join us on the land
   TOURS & TREKS

Tidelands
3,300 acres

Shoreline
10 miles

Together, We’ve Accomplished ...

$590,000
Raised from supporters 

each year in unrestricted 
donations.

(Based on 2015 budget)

10 Staff & Office
Are funded primarily with 

unrestricted donations.

Farmland
880 acres 

Working Farms
21

Trails
41 miles
 

Forest
3,200 acres

Wetlands
420 acres

$4.6 Million
Raised by staff in project 

funding each year to 
conserve land.

(10 year average, 2005-2014)

Sound Financial Practices

Our Audit Committee oversees an 
annual audit by an independent 
accounting firm. A review of 
financial practices was part of our 
accreditation process. See our 
financials at www.wclt.org/who-
we-are/standards-and-practices/.
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Whidbey Camano Land Trust
765 Wonn Road, C-201
Greenbank, WA 98253
(360) 222-3310, www.wclt.org

By the Community—for the Community 

Thank you for your tremendous support to protect our treasured 
Islands. Your Land Trust is local, lean and mighty, and powered 
by you—more than 1,000 supporters! Inside this Community 
Conservation Report, you can:

• Read about conservation projects you are helping achieve.
• View a map of recent land protection projects.
• Find a “tear-out” section of summer tours and treks on the Islands.
• Learn how your annual donation or monthly support “grows” to 
       protect land. 

Stay connected by signing up for our e-newsletter to get up-to-date 
information on projects, tours and work parties. 

A special publication recognizing and thanking our 2014 donors is 
available at www.wclt.org.  

STAFF: Janelle Blakely, outreach manager | Ryan Elting, conservation director 
Ida Gianopulos, conservation associate | Jake Howland, annual giving coordinator  
Kathleen Landel, director of donor and community engagement | Jessica Larson, land 
steward | Patricia Powell, executive director | Danielle Rideout, land protection specialist  
Carrie Viers, associate / finance director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Sandy Barney | John Boone | Duane Fulgham, treasurer  
Stephanie Garlichs | Grant Heiken | John Joynt | Phyllis Kind, vice-chair | Christopher 
Mathews, secretary | Jim Somers | Dyanne Sheldon, chair | Michael Stansbury | Debora Valis

PHOTO CREDITS: Scott Price, Vicky Padgett, Mary Engle, Craig Johnson, Mark Sheehan, John Edison, 
Laura Houck, Cac Kamak, David Welton, Veronica Van Allworden 


