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Whidbey Camano Land Trust Earns National Recognition 
Accreditation Awarded by the National Commission 

  
Greenbank, WA – The Whidbey Camano Land Trust announced today that it has been 
accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission, an independent program of the 
national Land Trust Alliance. The Whidbey Camano Land Trust joins an elite few with this official 
recognition of excellence. Of the 1,700 land trusts located around the country, just 158 have 
achieved this seal of distinction.  
 
“Accredited land trusts meet national quality standards for protecting important natural places 
and working lands forever,” said Commission executive director TammaraVan Ryn.  “The 
accreditation seal lets the public know that the accredited land trust has undergone an 
extensive, external review of the governance and management of its organization and the 
systems and policies it uses to protect land.” 
 
“The Board and Staff of the Whidbey Camano Land Trust knew accreditation would be an 
important mark of distinction – one demonstrating our professionalism, excellence, and solid 
operations,” said Patricia Powell, executive director.  “What we didn’t expect were the 
innovations that came out of the process and how exciting and rewarding the work was as it 
came together.” 
 
The Land Trust began the accreditation process in 2009, but the work really accelerated in 2010 
when the application was being compiled.  This was just as the Land Trust embarked on the 
intensive $4.2 million private fundraising campaign to save the Trillium Community Forest, the 
largest contiguous piece of private land in Island County.  
 
"Becoming accredited is a real achievement and honor for us.  To be recognized nationally as a 
top-tier Land Trust is a tribute to our Board and Staff.  It also verifies the support and trust we 
so generously receive from our members, volunteers, and the entire community,” said Tom 
Cahill, Land Trust president.  “The process required a great deal of time and effort, but we knew 
it was important.  It enabled us to find ways to do our work more effectively and efficiently, 
which enhances our ability to protect and steward the land—forever." 
 
Conserving land helps ensure clean air and drinking water, places to grow food, scenic 
landscapes and views, recreational places, and habitat for the diverse species of life on earth.  
Across the country, local citizens and communities have come together to form land trusts and 
protect forever the places they love.   
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Community leaders in land trusts throughout the country have worked with willing landowners 
to save over 47 million acres of farms, forests, parks, and places people care about most.  
Strong, well-managed land trusts provide local communities with effective champions and 
caretakers of their critical land resources and safeguard the land through the generations.  
 
Accredited land trusts may display a seal indicating that they meet national standards for 
excellence, uphold the public trust and ensure that their conservation efforts are permanent. 
The seal is a mark of distinction in land conservation.  
 
 

– END – 
 
The Whidbey Camano Land Trust protects Whidbey and Camano Islands’ most important natural habitats, scenic 
vistas, and working farms and forests in partnership with landowners and our island communities.  Incorporated in 
1984, the Land Trust is a local, non-profit, non-political organization. It has protected nearly 7,000 acres of places 
the local community holds precious and important for current and future generations. 

 


