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Donation Preserves Wildlife Habitat at Crockett Lake 
 
Whidbey Island, WA – 17 acres of Crockett Lake wetlands were donated recently to the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust, ensuring the permanent protection of a critical freshwater habitat in Puget Sound. 
 
The land was generously donated by Mary Bicknell, a Seattle resident and long-time visitor to Whidbey 
Island. It complements the 92 adjacent wetland acres acquired in March by the Land Trust.  
 
According to Pat Powell, Land Trust executive director, the donation will help leverage a $968,000 
national federal wetlands grant the Land Trust secured from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The grant 
funding allows the Land Trust to acquire additional wetlands and uplands around Crockett Lake from 
willing sellers to ensure permanent habitat protection for the thousands of migratory and other birds 
that rely on the wetland for food, refuge, breeding, and nesting. 
 
“The Land Trust will be forever grateful to Mary for her vision to protect her land so that it would always 
be a haven for wildlife and native plants,” Powell said. “Crockett Lake is an Audubon Important Bird Area 
with 238 different birds species identified as using the area – a remarkable diversity,” Powell added.  
 
Bicknell, who has a Master’s Degree in Microbiology and is a retired University of Washington laboratory 
instructor, said she and her husband James were attracted to Whidbey because of its natural beauty and 
pristine environment. 
 
“We bought a property on the Island with the hopes of retiring there one day. In fact, we spent several 
summers there,” Bicknell said. “I love Whidbey Island, especially around Ebey’s Landing. It’s my favorite 
spot on Earth.”  
 
When the Bicknell’s retirement plans changed, they sold their property. But the desire to own a piece of 
the Island remained strong in Mary Bicknell. 
 
“One day, while visiting Whidbey, I saw a ‘For Sale’ sign on a field across from Crockett Lake, where I had 
seen my first Northern Harrier hawk many years ago,” she said. “I had just inherited some money, and 
immediately bought the property. I decided that this field should always be for hawks.” 
 
As an active member of the Washington Native Plant Society, Bicknell intended to restore the land to 
the condition that existed before it was used for pasture land at the turn of the last century. Now, she 
has turned that job over to the Land Trust. Thank you Mary for your generosity and vision!  
 
The Whidbey Camano Land Trust protects the islands’ most important natural habitats, scenic vistas, and working farms and 
forests in partnership with landowners and our island communities. Incorporated in 1984, the Land Trust is a local, non-profit, 
non-political organization working to protect those places that Whidbey Camano Islanders hold precious and important for 
current and future generations. For more information, visit our website at www.wclt.org or call us at (360) 222-3310. 
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