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Land Trust Saves Prime Ebey’s Reserve Farmland 
 

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust, in partnership with Island County, has permanently protected five 
more working farmland properties in the Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve. With these five 
conservation easements, 92 more acres of farmland and open space are forever protected in Ebey’s 
Reserve. These properties are great to grow food as well as to protect historic open space views. They 
connect to hundreds of acres of already protected farmland. 
 
Many people believe that all the working farmland properties inside Ebey’s Reserve were protected 
when the Reserve was established as a unit of the National Park Service (NPS) and figure that their 
grandchildren will enjoy the same scenic views that they do today.  Well, maybe not...and that’s where 
the Whidbey Camano Land Trust comes in.  
 
The Whidbey Camano Land Trust works closely with willing private landowners to put conservation 
easements on important island properties.  These easements remove development rights, thus 
protecting both the land and the historic aspects of Ebey’s Reserve.  In the last decade, 24 properties in 
Ebey’s Reserve properties (more than 650 acres) have been protected through the Land Trust’s efforts.  
Four of the newest, owned by the Pickard and Engle families, are near each other.  
 
Jan Pickard, lifetime resident of Coupeville and daughter of Herb Pickard who helped found both Ebey’s 
Reserve and the Whidbey Camano Land Trust, spoke about the significance of these completed projects.  
“We are long-time supporters of the Land Trust and our family has lived in the Reserve since 1921. It has 
always been our desire to obtain conservation easements on our agricultural property. We celebrate the 
closings, knowing we have forever protected our farmlands and helped ensure the vision of preservation 
within this unique, amazing national reserve”. 
 
On the north side of Penn Cove, another newly protected property provides sweeping views of working 
farmland, Penn Cove, and the Olympic and Cascade Mountains. Owner Judy Lynn is thrilled to have this 
beautiful, historic Warner Arnold farmland saved for everyone to enjoy. Her property is leased to 3 
Sisters Family Farm to provide local pasture for their grass-fed beef cows. 
 
The Land Trust secured funds to purchase the farmland conservation easements from several sources, 
including Island County’s Conservation Futures Fund, the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program’s 
Farmland Preservation Fund, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Farm and Ranchland 
Program. Some of the landowners helped stretch limited grant dollars and protected more farmland by 
selling conservation easements to the Land Trust at below market value. 
 
There are yet more important properties to protect in Island County and the Land Trust continues its 
partnerships—with landowners and the community.  
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When you drive through Ebey’s Reserve and marvel at the beautiful views or enjoy flavorful produce 
grown there, take a moment and say ‘thanks’. Think of Island County, our state and federal legislators 
and agencies, and the supporters of the Whidbey Camano Land Trust who fund our operations and 
make our work possible.  
 
Read more about the five individual properties involved in the 2012 Farmland protection at 
www.wclt.org.  
 

(end) 
 

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust protects the Islands’ most important natural habitats, scenic vistas and working 
farms in partnership with landowners and the broader community.  Incorporated in 1984, the Land Trust is a local, 
non-profit, non-regulatory, and non-political organization working to protect those places that Whidbey Camano 
Islanders hold precious and important for current and future generations.  For more information, visit our website 
at www.wclt.org or call us at (360) 222-3310. 
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