
Sharing a Magic Place with Nature and the Community
A Family Legacy and Conservation Partnership Come Together
Debra Waterman has a strong bond 
with her family’s land just north of the 
Clinton ferry landing. She remembers 
how as a girl she watched wood chips 
from her family’s sawmill in Langley 
trucked to the property where they 
were funneled down a bluff to barges 
that carried them to the mainland 
where they were sold.

Decades later, Debra visits the proper-
ty with her grandchildren—riding bikes 
along the closed Zimmerman Road 
(now a trail), spying Pileated Wood-
peckers in the forest and hiking down 
a steep trail to the beach.

Although the property is no longer a 
place of family business, it’s an integral 
part of the family’s history and legacy—
one they are honored to share with 
the community now that the land is 
protected. We partnered with the fam-
ily in August to purchase and protect 
the Waterman Shoreline property. 

The 59-acre property safeguards a 
mosaic of upland forest and freshwater 
wetlands stretching along 2,000 feet of 
steep, eroding “feeder” bluffs border-
ing 26 acres of beach and tidelands. 
Sediment eroding from the bluffs 
replenishes the beach and tidelands, 

nourishing saltwater habitat essential 
for marine life like crabs, endangered 
Chinook salmon and gray whales.   
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“Protecting the property with the 
Land Trust is huge for my family. 
We couldn’t be more ecstatic. Now 
the land will never be developed and 
available to the community forever. 
My mom would be so pleased.”

     — Debra Waterman
         Landowner
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The property is also rich with habitat 
for wildlife and a place for the community 
to enjoy. The forest and wetlands are home 
to dozens of different types of birds. Zim-
merman Road, closed for years and used as a 
paved county trail, runs through the property 
and will remain undeveloped and open to 
bicyclists and pedestrians.  

With the property protected, we’re now 
partnering with the Washington Department 
of Natural Resources to remove a wooden 
bulkhead that cuts off the nutrient-rich 
sediment supply to a 435-foot portion of the 
beach and releases poisonous creosote into 
Puget Sound. By removing the bulkhead, the 

feeder bluffs will be returned to their natural 
state. 

Conservation successes like this would not 
be possible without you! Your generous 
donations support our professional staff that 
submitted requests for grants that funded 
the purchase of this property, including a 
Washington State Salmon Recovery Grant, a 
Marine Shoreline Protection Grant, a one-
time grant funded by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and—through a partner-
ship with the Washington Department of 
Ecology—a National Coastal Wetlands Grant 
funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Mission:

We actively involve the 
community in protect-
ing, restoring, and 
appreciating the impor-
tant natural habitats 
and resource lands that 
support the diversity of 
life on our Islands and 
in the waters of Puget 
Sound.
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Debra Waterman’s grandchildren march down one of the trails on the property, while Phyllis Kind, Land Trust board mem-
ber, is dwarfed by a Douglas fir and western red cedar—some of the largest trees on the property. Photo left: David Welton.

Rich with Life—Bluffs, Birds and Beach — continued from cover

Community Spotlight!
Garden Tour Grant Makes a Difference 

Thanks to hard-working volunteers and a 
grant from the Whidbey Island Garden 
Tour, a tool shed from the original home-
stead at Hammons Preserve (near Clinton) 
received fresh paint, a new roof and a new life.

Mike Viers, a local contractor, donated his 
roofing expertise while volunteers held a 
painting party. The shed stores tools used to 
care for the Hammons Preserve and other 
properties nearby.

Volunteers are needed at preserves through-
out Island County. To learn how you can 
help care for the land, visit www.wclt.org/
ways-to-give/volunteer.     

Volunteers John Boone, Paul Louden, Tom Trimbath and 
Candy Charlwood give the tool shed at Hammons Preserve 
a much-needed face lift.



What is a Conservation Easement? 
How does it work? 

Frances Sweeney’s childhood summer sanctuary was her grandparents’ California homestead, but when Frances’ 
grandfather died her grandmother sold the land to a developer. That was the moment Frances knew she could 
never let this happen again to a place she loved. Thanks to your support, Frances will never have to face her grand-
mother’s dilemma! 

Last spring we partnered with Frances and her husband, Kelly, to conserve their 10-acre property in Greenbank 
with a conservation easement. Their home, with acres of forest and more than 400 nut trees, is protected forever 
as a quiet wildlife haven. Visit www.wclt.org to read the full story about Frances and Kelly, and see above to learn 
how local landowners like the Sweeneys can use conservation easements to protect the places they care about most.

  • Voluntary legal agreement  
      between the landowner and  
      Land Trust

  • Permanent—stays with the land

  • Protects conservation values like 
      farmland and wildlife habitat 

  • Permanently removes selected   
      development rights

  • Land remains privately owned 
      and managed by the landowner

  • Land stays on the tax rolls
 
  • Flexible to meet the needs of the 
      landowner and Land Trust
      Learn more at www.wclt.org/what-we-do/
   how-land-is-conserved  

Saving a Greenbank Wildlife Oasis
Helping Local Landowners to “Make Dreams Come True” 

Thanks to your continued financial generosity, there’s 
good news for birds: 192 acres of forest, wetlands and 
open water are now protected along the north shore 
of Crockett Lake. Thousands of shorebirds migrate 
through this habitat each year, along with raptors, 
waterfowl and many others—238 species in all.

With this conservation success and past efforts, we’ve 
protected a total of 593 acres around Crockett Lake. 
State Parks has protected another 378 acres, with our 
assistance on 60 of those. 

Protecting this incredible habitat for wildlife and the 
community to enjoy is possible only through partnerships

with private landowners, conservation groups and local, 
state and federal agencies. We’re continuing to work 
with these partners on future land protection and resto-
ration projects.   

Currently we’re developing a drainage and vegetation 
management plan for the lands we own along with 
those of our partners. Our goal is to determine the best 
management actions needed to preserve the Crockett 
Lake watershed from issues like invasive plants. 

With these community partnerships and your support, 
Crockett Lake continues to be a wildlife haven. Grab 
your binoculars and go birding this winter! 

Community Partnerships and Your Dedicated Support Make it Possible
Crockett Lake Continues to be a Haven for Birds and Birding Enthusiasts

Kelly and Frances Sweeney conserved their Greenbank property last spring. Photo: Ron Newberry. 
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Want breaking news?
Read about land protection successes, 
get the latest updates on tours and 
programs, and learn about the benefits of 
community conservation by signing up for 
our e-news at www.wclt.org/subscribe.

Beaches, birds, scenic vistas and local farms are all captured in the 2016 Whidbey Camano Land Trust Calendar! This 
year’s calendar photo contest drew more than 200 entries from some 50 local photographers. The winning photos will be 
featured in the calendar along with 27 local businesses that helped sponsor it. You can purchase your 2016 Calendar in 
October at local businesses throughout Island County or on our website, www.wclt.org/ways-to-give/store. The website 
also has a list of businesses selling the calendars.

“Our Treasured Islands” Calendar Captures Magic and Beauty
Ebey’s Reserve Farmland above Admiralty Inlet, by Christopher Short of Langley, is the cover photo selected for the 2016 Whidbey Camano Land Trust Calendar.

Cover Photos: Pileated Woodpecker: Craig Johnson; 
Debra Waterman: David Welton
Page 3: Crockett Lake: Mark Sheehan
All other photos are by Land Trust staff.  


