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A Small Thing Leads to the Perfect Fit 
 

(GREENBANK, WA) – Sometimes a little thing can completely change your life. For Ryan Elting, it was a one-night 
trip to Orcas Island. 
 
In 2008, Ryan, then working for The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in North Carolina, attended a conference in 
Vancouver, B.C. A colleague suggested he visit Orcas Island. Ryan was taken by the island’s natural beauty and 
vowed to return. 
 
A couple of years later, when a friend was getting married on Orcas, Ryan took a week’s vacation to attend the 
wedding and explore the Island. During that week he met Marthë, a close friend of the bride. Sparks flew and a 
short time later Marthë moved to North Carolina. They were married in 2013 and now have a daughter, Alma.  
 
But Marthë missed her family and they both missed the Northwest’s endless outdoor opportunities. “We 
wanted to live in a place where we’d have access to this world-class landscape,” Ryan said. “My wife and I both 
identify with the water and mountains and are constantly inspired by the beauty.”  
 
Ryan checked job openings for a year until he found one that looked interesting: land protection manager for 
the Whidbey Camano Land Trust. He was hired as conservation director, an even higher-level position, thanks to 
his education and experience in natural resource management and land protection. Ryan holds a bachelor’s 
degree in biology and environmental studies from Tufts University and a master’s degree in environmental 
management from the Nicholas School of the Environment and Earth Sciences at Duke University. Previously he 
directed longleaf pine forest restoration programs for the North Carolina Chapter of TNC. As part of a TNC 
fellowship he also assisted with land conservation in Zambia, Africa.  
 
Ryan’s responsibilities as conservation director include coordinating land acquisitions and grants along with 
stewardship and restoration of lands already under Land Trust protection. He started his new job April 1 and 
since then has been busy writing grant applications and learning about the Land Trust’s properties and land 
protection priorities. 
 
“We could not imagine a better place to raise our family,” Ryan said. “An active and vibrant community is 
important to Marthë and me, and we’re thrilled to be part of one here on Whidbey.”  
 
A wife, a family, a new home and a new career – lots of positive changes, all stemming from a visit to Orcas 
Island. 
 



 

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust protects the Islands’ most important natural habitats, scenic vistas and 
working farms in partnership with landowners and the broader community. Incorporated in 1984, the Land Trust 
is a local, nonprofit, non-political organization working to protect those places that Whidbey and Camano 
Islanders hold precious and important for current and future generations. For more information, visit 
www.wclt.org, email info@wclt.org, or call (360) 222-3310.    
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