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Farmland, Wetlands, Prairie and Forest Trailheads 

State Funds Local Land Trust’s Projects 

 
(WHIDBEY ISLAND, WA) – Residents and visitors on Whidbey Island will see positive changes right here 

in their own backyard thanks to the state legislature’s recent funding of the competitive Washington Wildlife 

and Recreation Program (WWRP). The Whidbey Camano Land Trust was successful in securing $2.2 million 

for four projects as diverse as the Island itself – ranging from farmland to wetlands to prairie to forest 

trailheads. 

 

“We are thrilled we can continue to make a big difference in Island County’s quality of life – maintaining the 

beauty of the Islands and its drinking water sources, providing recreational trails, and protecting rich farmland 

for local food and critical habitat for wildlife,” said Pat Powell, executive director of the local Land Trust. 

 

The Land Trust’s projects include funding for Island County to acquire key properties adjacent to the Land 

Trust’s Trillium Community Forest. Two properties will be acquired for future parking and trailhead access 

development when additional funding is secured. Included are parking areas for horse trailers and other large 

vehicles off of Smuggler’s Cove Road and an access for physically disabled individuals. In addition, 

important portions of the existing forest trail system will be designed for the community to enjoy. 

 

Grant funding will also help purchase and restore portions of the Crockett Lake wetland system that contains 

incredible habitat for all types of bird species, including migratory shorebirds. Farmland grant funding was 

awarded to the Land Trust to acquire a conservation easement to protect the 3 Sisters Family Farm located on 

north Penn Cove, southeast of Oak Harbor. 

 

The Land Trust will also continue its restoration of a rare native prairie and recovery of an endangered plant 

species at the Admiralty Inlet Natural Area Preserve (aka Naas Preserve) located above Admiralty Inlet in 

Ebey’s Landing National Historical Reserve. Only 1% (less than 80 acres) of Whidbey’s native prairie habitat 

remains.   

 

The WWRP, administered by the Washington Recreation and Conservation Office, was funded at $65 million 

to partner with government agencies, municipalities and non-profit organizations, like land trusts, to protect 

habitat and working farms and provide recreational opportunities.  

 

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust protects the Islands’ most important natural habitats, scenic vistas and 

working farms in partnership with landowners and the broader community. Incorporated in 1984, the Land 

Trust is a local, non-profit, non-political organization working to protect those places that Whidbey and 

Camano Islanders hold precious and important for current and future generations. For more information, visit 

www.wclt.org or call (360) 222-3310.    
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