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Connecting Kids, Horses, Seniors and You to Trillium Community Forest
Join Us To Make It Happen!
It was just five years ago that 
Trillium Community Forest was 
permanently protected after an 
amazing $4 million “Save the 
Forest Now” community fundraising 
effort. 

Today we are poised to vastly 
improve our community’s access 
to the Forest and save key segments 
of its trail system that are privately 
owned. And we’re not working 
alone. In partnership with Island 
County, we have already secured 
80 percent ($1.17 of the $1.47 
million) of the funds needed 
to buy three strategic forested 
properties totaling 67 acres and 
facilitate the construction needed 

for improved access. With just 
$300,000 left to raise, we hope 
you—our concerned and engaged 
community—will again step up 
(on a much smaller basis) to make 
superior forest access a reality.

Our plan is both solid and 
exciting. The County will buy two 
of the properties and construct 
two new parking lots and trailhead 
connections to the Forest. The 
first, adjacent to Smuggler’s Cove 
Road, will accommodate a parking 
lot for horse trailers, buses, and 
cars. The second, adjacent to 
Bounty Loop Road, will provide 
parking and a loop trail for 

continued on pg. 2

Donate Now
• $300,000 left to raise
• $1.17 million already raised 

What your gift will accomplish:
• 2 parking lots, including buses, 
  equestrians and ADA access
• More accessible trails 
• Important wildlife habitat

Donate at www.wclt.org or send 
your check for Trillium Project.

Give online on #GivingTuesday 
and stretch your gift.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
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Mission

We actively involve 
the community in 
protecting, restoring, 
and appreciating the 
important natural 
habitats and resource 
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
Islands and in the 
waters of Puget Sound.

physically disabled individuals and protect 
a lush forest with two crucial sections of 
our trail system. With the goal of 
protecting a key trail segment and a 
forested wetland, the Land Trust will buy 
a third property, adjacent to our existing 
Forest parking area off Highway 525.

To date, the Land Trust and County 
worked together to secure three competi-
tive grants administered by the Washing-
ton State Recreation and Conservation 
Office. These include a Local Parks 
grant from the Washington Wildlife and 
Recreation Program, a Land and Water 
Conservation Fund grant, and special 
recreational funding provided by the 
2015 State Legislature. 

At 654 acres, Trillium is the largest 
remaining contiguous forest on Whidbey 
Island. Located off Highway 525 between 
Freeland and Greenbank, its trails are 
accessible to nature enthusiasts, walkers, 
bicyclists and equestrians. Please help 
to make our amazing Forest even more 
accessible for our community.

Trillium Community Forest - Five Years Later — continued from cover
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The thinning at Trillium Forest helps to restore the Forest to a more natural state. Left: before thinning. Right: after thinning.   

Caring for and Restoring the Community’s Forest
Benefiting Wildlife and People
Our stewardship staff and dedicated volunteers have recently installed three information 
kiosks, easy-to-read trail markers and a color-coded trail map to guide visitors over the six 
miles of equestrian, bicycle and hiking trails in Trillium Community Forest. An Island 
County Conservation Futures grant, and skilled help from the County’s Public Works 
employees, resulted in the existing Highway 525 parking lot getting a much-needed 
facelift, including gravel, drainage work and parking space markers.

We’ve also made incredible strides restoring the Forest. Volunteers have spent hundreds 
of hours cutting, digging and pulling invasive plants to give native plants a chance to 
thrive. We will soon complete our fifth forest thinning operation to restore health, vigor 
and wildlife habitat to 420 acres clear-cut 30 years ago and never thinned, resulting in 
dense stands of stressed trees without native understory. It takes years of persistence to 
help a forest recover from previous human actions, so our restoration work will continue 
in years to come. Please join us—visit our website at: www.wclt.org/get-involved.



Enhancing Public Access to Camano Ridge Forest
An Unknown Gem in the Public Spotlight 

The Camano Ridge Forest Preserve is a relatively 
unknown gem of Island County’s parks system. This 
402-acre block of contiguous forest, with more than 
five miles of trails, is the largest publicly owned 
property on Camano Island, but lack of easy access 
has kept it largely out of the public spotlight.

A five-acre property between Camano Ridge Road 
and the west side of the Preserve will soon be ac-
quired to address the access issue. Earlier this year, 
using funds from a donation by the English Family, 
we secured an option to purchase the property (which 
was about to be developed) for $75,000. This gave the 
County time to secure funding to buy the property. 

The property is an ideal location for a parking lot and 
trailhead because it’s next to Camano Ridge Road, a 
major county road, and was logged a number of years 
ago so no trees will have to be removed. 

Before we took action, the County was considering 
building a parking lot inside the Forest Preserve, 
which would have required removal of many mature 

trees and construction of a long access road, both 
resulting in significant environmental damage.  

With our assistance, Island County plans to complete 
the property acquisition by year-end and hopes to 
build the parking area by fall 2016. An application for 
Conservation Futures Funds to acquire the property 
is pending a decision from the Board of Island 
County Commissioners.

Upcoming Conservation Projects

      • By year end, we’ll protect a 67-acre historic 
        forest and farm property near Oak Harbor.

      • In progress—19 conservation easements, 
        primarily farmland.

      • We are working on two donations to protect         
        farm and forest properties, one on north 
        Whidbey, the other in Greenbank.  
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Making the Connections to Deliver Even More Impact!
Salesforce Means Better Member Service
We have new database software called Salesforce! It’s 
a secure, cloud-based program used by more than 
150,000 businesses around the world. The best news 
is that the Salesforce Foundation offers the software 
free of charge to nonprofits like us. 

We recently finished transferring all the information 
from our many former database programs to 
Salesforce and are now up and running. For the first 
time, Salesforce will allow us to have a centralized 
place to enter and integrate nearly all our organizational 
information, including members, donors, volunteers, 
tour participants, sponsors, landowners, properties 
and conservation easements, stewardship information 
and more. 

With these advanced connections, we can better serve 
our members, communicate more effectively, attract 

more supporters, tailor our activities to what you 
want, keep our commitments to the future and 
deliver even more impact. We’re excited about this 
upgrade to our information system and look forward to 
all the ways we can use it to continue to do great work and 
stay connected with you!

The Price Family moved to Whidbey Island for its natural beauty and close-knit community. Scott and Karen Price 
and their daughter, Lydia (pictured above), love Whidbey’s “naturescapes,” including their favorite places—Fort 
Ebey State Park, Double Bluff Beach and their home south of Coupeville.

Knowing they would one day make their home on Whidbey, the Prices became Land Trust members more than a 
decade ago. Today, as full-time residents, they’ve chosen to increase their commitment by becoming Island 
Guardians. They see it as a “great return on investment” each day as they experience the beautiful places we’ve protected.

As Island Guardians, the Prices make an annual, unrestricted donation of more than $1,000 to the Land Trust.  
Every unrestricted dollar they donate to support our professional staff conserves more than $12 worth of treasured 
island lands and waters—an amazing and permanent investment in the future.

An Investment in Joy—Why One Family Gives 
The Island Guardian Program: A “Return on Investment”
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INCREASE YOUR IMPACT!
Island Guardian Program

Land Trust staff, Jessica Larson, Carrie Viers and Vicky Riemer, work 
diligently on the new Salesforce database.  

Island Guardians annually contribute 
$1,000 or more to the Land Trust, supporting 
our professional staff’s expertise in real 
estate, stewardship, finances and more. 
For every unrestricted gift of $1,000, we 
save more than $12,000 worth of land—
Forever! This same leverage ($1 into $12) 
is available for all donors. We can’t do our 
work without every one of you!    

To learn more about the Island Guardian 
Program contact Pat Powell, executive 
director, at pat@wclt.org or (360) 222-3310.



“The trees at Admiralty Inlet Preserve are just 
awesome! It’s my favorite place on the Island.”

 
“The pay is really good!” That’s how all-star volunteer 
Steve Holmberg jokingly responded when asked why 
he loves volunteering for the Land Trust.

As a jack of all trades, Steve performs invaluable 
services for us, doing everything from building kiosks, 
installing signs, planting trees, maintaining trails, 
setting things up at Land Trust events and making 
bookshelves for our office.   

Steve began volunteering for the Land Trust in 2008 
at the Admiralty Inlet Preserve south of Coupeville.  

He immediately fell in love with the Preserve, espe-
cially the spectacular old-growth Douglas firs growing 
along the high shoreline bluff and the outstanding 
views of the Olympic Mountains and Admiralty Inlet.  
Steve is a volunteer land steward for the Preserve.

As a volunteer land steward, Steve visits the Preserve 
regularly; mowing and clearing trails, serving as our 
eyes and ears, and making sure the Preserve is safe 
for the public. For Steve, it’s a way to give back to 
the community while spending time outside, being 
physically active, and seeing the immediate and real 
difference his work makes.

We’re currently looking for volunteer land stewards 
for many of our preserves. If this sounds like a good 
fit for you, please contact Kyle Durkee, stewardship 
assistant, at kyle@wclt.org, or visit our website at 
www.wclt.org, to learn more.

Volunteer Spotlight—Steve Holmberg
Making a Difference One Kiosk and Trail at a Time

There’s a lot happening at Glendale Beach. Volunteers are continuing to remove invasive plants at work parties 
and we’re working with contractors to remove old buildings and prepare the property for community enjoyment. 
Island County will soon use state grants we secured to acquire conservation easements in order to assure the 
property is available for public use and protected forever. We’ll be able to pay off bridge loans from The 
Conservation Fund and a generous Land Trust member that made it possible for us to buy and protect Glendale 
Beach in 2014 when it suddenly became available. A conservation celebration will be held next spring. 
To learn more about Glendale Beach, visit www.wclt.org/news-publications/glendale-beach.

UPDATE Glendale Beach
Public Access Coming Soon!
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Young and Old—Fungi Enthusiasm Runs Deep!    
Enthusiasm Mushrooms at “Walk & Talk with Fungi” and “Fungi Fun for Kids”

Left: Nick Lyle captures the moment with the help of Jean Whitesavage. Right: Ida Gianopulos, fungi tour leader, smiles as an enthusiastic fungi tour 
group looks on. Bottom right: Three-year-old Paloma Schiavone-Ruthensteiner of Freeland, explores a puff ball mushroom. Photos: David Welton.

Fungi explorers, from as young as three to as mature as eighty, took part 
in this year’s highly popular Walk & Talk with Fungi tours led by Ida 
Gianopulos, Whidbey Camano Land Trust’s Land Protection Assistant. 
During two tours at the Whidbey Institute, participants learned about 
the ecology of fungi and the critical role they play in the environment. All 
kinds of different mushrooms were found, including shaggy manes, dead 
man’s fingers and puff balls.

Fungi enthusiasm continued to mushroom during the first-ever Fungi Fun 
for Kids educational program along the Wilbert Trail in South Whidbey 
State Park. The kids had amazing energy, knowledge and eyesight, spying 
many teeny-tiny mushrooms hiding in the lush forest.  

Programs like our fungi tours are part of the Land Trust’s continuing 
quest to connect people with the land and help foster a love for nature 
and a sense of stewardship.

Upcoming Program - AMAZING RAPTORS!
Indulge your wild side when you meet live, local 
birds of prey! Join Master Falconer Steve Layman 
for a presentation about modern-day applications of 
falconry (for ages seven and up).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 10:30 am
OAK HARBOR LIBRARY
Visit www.sno-isle.org for more information  



Community Celebrates New Shoreline Preserve 
Waterman Shoreline Given an Enthusiastic Welcome 

Birds, bluffs, local history and marine life were just a few highlights 
featured at the conservation celebration for the recently acquired 
Waterman Shoreline Preserve. The Preserve, now permanently protected, 
features 2,000 feet of undeveloped, forested shoreline north of Clin-
ton. Community members came together September 27 to celebrate 
this incredible South Whidbey jewel. The photo above shows attendees 
while Ann Casey, at left, tells about area birds. To learn more about the 
Waterman Shoreline Preserve, including restoration plans, visit 
www.wclt.org/news-publications/waterman-shoreline. 

Deception Pass Bridge, by Carl Stephens, is the featured photograph for August in the 2016 Calendar.
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Thank You 2015 
Business Sponsors

A stunning display of island beauty is captured in the 2016 Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust Calendar! Support the local economy by purchasing 
your calendar for $15 at local businesses. Buy two—one for yourself and 
one for a friend—or buy a dozen for wonderful holiday gifts. For a 
complete list of businesses selling the calendars, or to buy online if 
you’re off-island, visit our website at www.wclt.org/calendar-photo-contest.

Our gratitude to the island businesses listed at right for their generous 
sponsorship that allowed us to offer community events and the calendar. 
And a hearty thanks to all the marvelous photographers who shared 
their favorite island photographs!

Event Sponsors: Coastal Com-
munity Bank • Flyers Restaurant & 
Brewery • Greenbank Farm • Goose 
Community Grocer • Janicki Logging 
Puget Sound Electric • Whidbey 
Island Bank • Whidbey SeaTac 
Shuttle • Windermere South Whidbey

Calendar Sponsors: John L. Scott 
Whidbey Island South • Whidbey 
Island Printing & Office Supply 
Whidbey Sun & Wind • Penn Cove 
Veterinary Clinic • China City 
Restaurant • Waterman Self Storage  
Premier Title of Island County 
Island Athletic Club • Goose 
Community Grocer • Whidbey 
SeaTac Shuttle • Coastal Community 
Bank • 3 Sisters Family Farm • Music 
for the Eyes • Useless Bay Animal 
Clinic • Freeland Ace Hardware 
Half Link Bicycle Shop • All Whidbey 
Topsoil • Matt’s Import Haven • Neil’s 
Clover Patch Cafe • Pickles Deli
Lavender Wind • Mukilteo Coffee 
Roasters • Flyers Restaurant & 
Brewery • Taproot Architects 
Whidbey Tel • Moonraker Books 
Front Street Realty 

Share Island Beauty this Holiday Season



Whidbey Camano Land Trust
765 Wonn Road, C-201
Greenbank, WA 98253
(360) 222-3310, www.wclt.org 

Want breaking news?
Read about land protection success-
es, get the latest updates on tours and 
programs, and learn about the benefits of 
community conservation by signing up for 
our e-news at www.wclt.org/subscribe.

Annual Holiday Open House
Celebrate • Eat • Drink • Laugh!

Camano Island and Cascades, by Mark Brylinski, is the featured photograph for December in the 2016 Whidbey Camano Land Trust Calendar. 

Photo Credits
Cover Photo: Trillium Community Forest: Cheryl Lowe
Page 3: Camano Ridge: Mark Brylinski
Page 4: Price Family: Scott Price
Page 5: Steve Holmberg: Mark Sheehan 
Page 6: Northern Harrier: Craig Johnson
All other photos are by Land Trust staff  

Wednesday, December 9, 2015 | 5-7pm
765 Wonn Road, C-201 in Greenbank

Join us to celebrate 2015 and the holiday season. Enjoy the company of old and new friends, partake of appetizers, 
refreshments and sweets, and toast another successful year of protecting treasured island lands and waters—only 
possible with your support!

Please RSVP to: info@wclt.org or call (360) 222-3310. 


