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BACKGROUND
What is the Barnum Point Protection Project? 

The Barnum Point Protection Project is a one-time 
opportunity to significantly expand the existing Barnum Point 
County Park from 27 acres to 129 acres. In partnership with 
Island County, the Whidbey Camano Land Trust is working 
with several landowners to add an additional 65 acres of 
upland and 37 acres of tidelands and forever protect this 
iconic Camano Island landscape for current and future 
generations. 

Barnum Point offers amazing outdoor recreational 
opportunities, as well as significant ecological benefits. Securing six available properties will provide public 
access to more than a mile of new, publicly accessible beach. Project success will also allow people to walk on 
a 2.5 mile trail system that meanders through a lush forest to an open meadow that showcases spectacular 
views of the Cascade Mountains and Port Susan Bay. Read more about Barnum Point’s tremendous ecological 
value on page 2. 

Why is protecting Barnum Point important? 

The Barnum Point Park project is the Whidbey Camano Land Trust’s most exciting and ambitious conservation 
project since the 654-acre Trillium Community Forest on Whidbey Island was protected in 2010. The 

opportunity to protect Barnum Point is amazing and unique. For 
such a prominent, waterfront landform to be so lightly touched 
is very unusual. The ability to make more than a mile of mostly 
privately-owned shoreline available to the public is incredibly 
rare. Additionally, the habitat significance of Barnum Point for 
wildlife and marine creatures extends well beyond the project 
boundary. 

The owners of five of the six properties that are part of this 
acquisition project are willing to wait until summer 2017 when 
funding from several state and federal grants can be secured to 
purchase their properties. However, one key property — 37 acres 
— is currently in the control of a Bankruptcy Plan Receiver and is 
in imminent danger of being sold for private use. 

Where is Barnum Point? 

Barnum Point is located on the east side of Camano Island, 
surrounded on three sides by Livingston Bay, and immediately 
across from the mouth of the salmon-bearing Stillaguamish 
River. It is part of the Greater Skagit/Stillaguamish Delta that is 
designated as a Site of Regional Importance for its significance as 
a migratory shorebird migration area. 
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ECOLOGY
Why is it important to protect Barnum Point from an ecological perspective?

Barnum Point’s critical feeder bluff and vital fish and wildlife habitat 
make this rare and wild place an ecological gem from a protection 
and conservation perspective. It is not unusual to see dozens of Bald 
Eagles feeding in the tidelands, and others perching on the tall trees 
and soaring in the skies. Ecological highlights include:

• Barnum Point lies within an exceptional marine habitat area 
that is nationally-recognized for the key migratory role it plays 
for more than 20,000 shorebirds every year. It also provides 
crucial habitat for more than 90 percent of western Washington’s 
wintering waterfowl. 

• The abundance of shorebirds and ducks around Barnum Point 
attracts an exciting variety and large number of hawks and falcons 
that regularly visit the Point and the marine waters around it.

• The Barnum Point nearshore provides critical resources for our 
declining salmon species. It guards the entrance of Triangle Cove 
—one of the County’s only natural estuaries — providing an 
important refuge and feeding area for the juvenile salmon that 
migrate into the Cove from the nearby Stillaguamish River.

• The mature, marine and riparian forest and extensive feeder 
bluffs on Barnum Point provide essential inputs to the marine 
ecosystem, including woody debris, shade, and “insect rain” that comprise the bulk of the food that salmon 
depend on in this nearshore habitat.

FUNDING
How much money is needed to acquire and protect the properties? 

The Land Trust estimates the total cost of the Barnum Point project is about $6 million. These funds will be 
used to purchase the six properties, prepare the site for public use (several structures will be removed), and 
provide funding for stewardship. The majority of this funding is being sought through federal and state grants. 
However, $750,000 in private donations needs to be raised as part of the larger project.

What is the Land Trust’s current priority at Barnum Point? 

The highest priority facing the community today is the property in imminent danger of being sold and 
lost forever. This is the 37-acre property adjacent to the east side of the existing County Park that has 
1/3 mile of walkable beach, 17 acres of upland forest, and 20 acres of tidelands. 

The Land Trust needs to raise $368,000 by September 6 to buy this key property before it is sold in a bankruptcy 
sale to a private party. Fundraising is underway. As of August 9, we have raised an impressive 68 percent of the 
$1,135,000 cost (donations, pledges, and a state Salmon Recovery grant), yet more support is needed to save this 
crucial piece of the larger 129-acre Barnum Point project before it is sold to a private owner. 

The Land Trust recently entered into a purchase agreement with the bankruptcy trustee to keep the 37-acre 
property from being sold to private buyers. We have until September 6 to raise all of the funds (in donations 
and pledges).
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How will funds for the remaining properties be obtained?

Funding from seven federal and state grants is being sought 
to buy the four low-bank waterfront properties on the most 
western portion of Barnum Point and pay off the bridge loan 
that the Land Trust secured from The Conservation Fund (www.
conservationfund.org) in December 2015. The bridge loan 
allowed the Land Trust to temporarily protect the 35-acre 
property adjacent to the west side of the existing county park 
from being sold in December 2015. The majority of the grant 
funds will not be available until the summer of 2017, however the 
low-bank waterfront owners have indicated they will not market 
their properties until we are able to make an offer to purchase.  

What will happen if the Land Trust cannot ultimately 
purchase the 37 acres? 

Although we are optimistic that we will meet our fundraising 
goals, donations will be returned if we are unsuccessful. 
Alternatively, donors can choose to allow their donation to 
be used to protect the remaining five properties in the larger 
Barnum Point project.

If we’re unable to purchase the 37 acres by September 6, we will 
lose our $385,000 Salmon Recovery grant from the state, which was awarded with exclusive intent for this project. 

What can you do to save Barnum Point?

We’ve had more than 100 community members contribute to this effort, with many more donating every day. 
Please share this urgent message with your friends by forwarding our information and asking them to make a 
donation, too. Together we can make this happen!

LOOKING AHEAD
What activities will be allowed at the expanded Barnum Point County Park?

Low-impact, non-motorized recreational activities, such as hiking, birdwatching, fishing, and beach walking, 
will be allowed at the Barnum Point County Park. Although it will be the County’s decision, bicycling may be 
allowed on appropriate trails. 

Who will own and maintain the property and how does that get funded? 

The Land Trust will own and manage the 35-acre and 37-acre properties until Fall of 2017 when Island County 
will assume management and ownership of the newly-expanded Barnum Point County Park. 

The Land Trust has committed to donate at least $100,000 to Island County that will be restricted for Barnum 
Point County Park stewardship activities. In addition, Friends of Camano Island Parks (FOCIP) have pledged to 
assist the County with ongoing park management.

When will the expanded Barnum Point County Park open?

The expanded Barnum Point County Park will open in phases. Island County is working to open the existing 
27-acre County Park for hiking later in 2016. The Land Trust will allow public access to the 35-acre property 
once safety measures are in place to keep the public a safe distance from the edge of the high coastal bluff. 
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If the Barnum Point Protection Project is successful, the entire expanded park could be open to the public as 
early as winter 2018. Several buildings must be removed, safety issues addressed, and signs installed before 
parts of the expanded park can be safely opened for public use.

What will happen to the structures on the various properties? 

The existing structures will be removed, returning the entire area to a natural state for people and wildlife to enjoy. 
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Step 1: Temporarily protect 35-acre property in danger of sale. (Complete) 
Requirement: The Land Trust needed to quickly figure out a way to prevent this property, adjacent to the existing 
county park, from being sold in bankruptcy sale to private party.

Action Taken: In December 2015, the Land Trust secured an $850,000 bridge loan from The Conservation Fund and 
acquired the 35 acres. However, this property is only temporarily protected because the bridge loan has to be repaid by 
December 2017.

Step 2: Permanently protect 37-acre property held by Bankruptcy Receiver. (In progress) 
Urgent Action Needed by September 6: Raise $368,000 to buy this key property before it’s sold in a bankruptcy sale to 
a private party. Fundraising is underway. As of August 9, we have raised an impressive 68 percent of the $1,135,000 cost 
(donations, pledges, and a state Salmon Recovery grant), yet more support is needed to save this crucial piece of the 
larger 129-acre Barnum Point project. 

Step 3: Permanently protect all six properties.
Requirement: Raise the rest of the funds necessary to repay the bridge loan on 35-acre property (temporarily protected 
in December 2015), buy four low-bank properties totaling 30 acres (with tidelands), and cover costs on the 37 acres.

Actions Taken: Federal and state grant applications have been written and submitted. All landowners are willing sellers. 

Step 4: Raise necessary stewardship funds.
Requirement: Raise stewardship funds required for public access improvements, including trail development and 
management, signs, fencing, etc., as well as maintenance and operation funds to ensure appropriate long-term 
management of the park.

Actions Planned for 2017: Raise remaining funds needed. Land Trust and Island County, with community involvement, 
develop park management plan and prepare the site for public access.

Step 5: Open the permanently protected, 129-acre Barnum Point County Park to the public.
Timing to be determined.

Dec. 2015
Met with 

landowners

Spring 2016
Submitted 7 applications 

for grant funding 

April 2016
News of local 

students’ donation

July 2016
Secured $385,000 
in salmon funding

August 2016
Public fundraising 

campaign

October 2016
Buy at-risk 37 acres 
with funds raised

Summer 2017
Protect 5 remaining properties 

with grant funding

Sept. 6, 2016 
Deadline to raise all funds 

for at-risk 37 acres 

2018
Open expanded 
Barnum Point 
County Park

PROJECT TIMELINE

BARNUM POINT PROTECTION PLAN - Total Project Cost: $6 million


