
“Bruiser” near the Strawberry Point area of north 
Whidbey Island. Photo by Rodney Simmons.
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Protecting a Place Where the Lone Elk Plays 
Habitat-Rich Land in Oak Harbor Needs Community’s Support for Preservation 
Donald Borgman, a lifelong Whidbey 
resident, and his cousin, Sharon 
Greenwood, approached the Land 
Trust with an extremely generous and 
wonderful offer. Donald will donate 
88 acres of his 126-acre farm near 
Strawberry Point for a wildlife preserve, 
and a conservation easement on the 
remaining 38 acres to ensure it stays a 
working farm.

With a combination of fields, forest, 
and wetlands, Donald’s property 
provides excellent wildlife habitat. It’s 
also ideally suited to support a future 
parking lot off Strawberry Point Road 
and a loop trail that will be more than 
a mile long and perfect for hiking, 
birdwatching, and general wildlife 
observation. Visitors to the future 
preserve also will enjoy views of Mount 
Baker and Mount Erie.

“We are extremely excited to have 
the opportunity to create the Donald 
Borgman Nature Preserve,” said Ryan 
Elting, our conservation director. “Like 
our other preserves, it will be free and 
open to the public for quiet recreation. 
The only hitch? In order to accept the 
land and open the Preserve, we have to 
raise $125,000 in private donations.”

To acquire land and conservation 
easements, the Land Trust must be 
confident it has the financial assets to 
acquire, protect, care for, and defend 
the property’s conservation values, 
now and in the future. “When we 
purchase or accept a donation of a 
property or conservation easement, 
the Land Trust is making a promise to 
future generations,” said Pat Powell, 
our executive director. “We have to 

ensure we can meet our forever land 
stewardship obligations.”

Of the $125,000 total, $75,000 needs 
to be secured before we can accept this 

continued on page 2

Whidbey Audubon Society’s Kim Shepard and Ann Casey watching for a resident barn owl at Donald Borgman’s farm.  



“It’s important to have a 
place where you can get out 
and be in nature and see 
wildlife. It gives you some 
perspective as to your place 
on the planet.”– Sharon Greenwood

Donald Borgman at his historic farm near Strawberry Point.                                                                Photo by Gary Greenwood. 
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Mission

We actively involve 
the community in 
protecting, restoring, 
and appreciating the 
important natural 
habitats and resource 
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
Islands and in the waters 
of Puget Sound.

incredible gift. The remaining funds are 
required to cover the cost of constructing 
the parking lot, installing fencing, and 
developing the loop trail. 

Donations are already coming in, thanks 
in part to a story by Ron Newberry of the 
Whidbey News-Times. The article announced 
how the Whidbey Audubon Society (www.
whidbeyaudubon.org) is supporting the 
project, and awarded $10,000 to support 
the acquisition of the future preserve.

Wildlife on the property is varied and 
includes deer, coyote, barn owl, great 
horned owl, northern harrier, and pileated 
woodpecker (considered an at-risk species). 
Many resident winter, spring, and summer 
migratory songbirds also seek shelter, food, 
and nesting habitat within the extensive 
forest edge and in the open fields and 
wetlands. 

There’s also plenty of evidence that 
Whidbey Island’s lone resident elk, 
“Bruiser,” spends quite a bit of time on 
Donald’s property. “Bruiser” made the 
lonely swim from the mainland to north 
Whidbey a few years ago and seems to 
have decided to hang out in the Strawberry 
Point area.

Donald’s family ties to Whidbey Island 
go back a long way on his father’s side. 
His great grandparents (his dad’s mom’s 
parents), the Siegfried’s, moved to the 
Strawberry Point area of Oak Harbor in 
the late 1800s. In fact, according to papers 
found in the old farmhouse, his great 
grandfather, J.E. Siegfried, was assessed 
taxes by the Oak Harbor School District as 
early as 1892. 

His father’s father emigrated from the 
Netherlands and started the Borgman 

Farm, raising hay and beef cattle. His 
mother, Gudrun Borgman, who grew up 
in Everett, was a third-grade teacher at 
Crescent Harbor Elementary School in 
Oak Harbor until her retirement. Donald 
followed in his father’s footsteps, living on 

continued on page 3



Active barn owl nest in the barn on the property.

A majestic barn owl.              Photo by Craig Johnson.

Donald Borgman’s 126-acre farm near Strawberry Point in Oak Harbor.

Summer 2016 Newsletter | 3         

the farm and raising hay and cattle. 
He also served the community as a 
volunteer firefighter for many years.

Cousin Sharon has fond childhood 
memories of summer weekend visits 
to the Farm and the beach place 
across the road, owned by Donald’s 
great uncle Frank Siegfried. 

“We came up each July after the 
haying,” she said. “We had no 
appreciation for how much work went 
into the Farm. We just got to play. 
There were hay rides, and the hay 
wagon was the buffet table for all of 
our meals. The seven cousins got to 
sleep in the hay loft.”

When Donald, an only child, 
asked his cousin to assist him 
with managing his affairs, Sharon 
wondered if there was any chance to 
protect the Farm from development. 
Curious, she and her husband, Gary, 
visited the Land Trust’s website. She 
recalls finding our Land Protection 
Map online, “And, lo and behold, 
there was a circle around Donald’s 
property, and we thought, maybe we 
should call.” 

The circle indicated our Strawberry 
Point Protection Priority Area. 
Donald’s farm is right in the 
middle, just across the road from 
our Strawberry Point conservation 
easement that includes 1,200 feet 
of Skagit Bay shoreline and a year-
round salmon-bearing stream fed 
from the Borgman Farm.

“But not here, not in 
this place.”– Sharon Greenwood

If sold for development, the Farm 
could be subdivided and developed 
into many home sites, but that’s the 
last thing the cousins want. Donald 
remembers when there were few 
houses in the Strawberry Point area. 
When he was growing up, “There 
weren’t any houses on the bluff, but 
now there’s a lot.” His great uncle 
Frank’s land, where the cousins 
played as children, now has five 
homes on it. 

Having grown up in Everett, 
and now living in the Seattle 
area, Sharon strongly believes 
in protecting open spaces, “It’s 

important to have a place where 
you can get out and be in nature 
and see wildlife. It gives you some 
perspective as to your place on the 
planet.”

Donald and Sharon acknowledge 
there’s a need for housing and 
further development is inevitable, 
but they don’t want it to happen on 
their beloved, historic farm. 

“That’s how it (development) goes, 
unless people say, ‘but not here, not 
in this place,’” Sharon said. 



“I think the world 
would be a pretty dull 
place without all of the 
wild things...”– Greenbank Donor
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Island Wildlife Has a Guardian Angel
Greenbank Resident Donates Conservation Easement
Wanting to leave the world and 
Whidbey Island a better place, a 
lifelong resident of Greenbank 
recently donated a conservation 
easement to protect wildlife on 
the 54-acre property where he was 
born and still resides. The donated 
easement will ensure that this lovely 
wildlife refuge will remain, much as 
it is today, forever.

Nearing 90, this generous donor, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, 
has witnessed a great deal of change 
in his life and expressed concerns 
about what he sees happening to 
our planet. “I don’t understand 
it,” he said. “It’s like wrecking your 
own home. I used to get out on the 
Peninsula and fish in the streams 
and, when I returned to the same 
place years later, it looked like they’d 
fought World War I there.”

He’s also witnessed and appreciated 
some outstanding examples of land 
protection, including President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s actions on 
the Olympic Peninsula. “I remember 
President Roosevelt was staying at 
Lake Crescent and they were starting 
to cut down trees and he stopped it. 
He did a lot of good.”

Development on the Island worries 
him because of its adverse effect on 
wildlife. “Talk about urban sprawl,” 
he said. “Oak Harbor goes almost to 
Coupeville now.”

Black bears have disappeared from 
Whidbey Island during his lifetime, 
but he can still recall when bear 
tracks and fresh bear sign were 
common in the forest and the area 
around Lake Hancock. One night he 
exited his kitchen door and almost 

collided with a very surprised black 
bear in a cherry tree.

Peaceful and serene, his property 
remains an oasis for wildlife. He has 
to be extra careful mowing because 
fawns are often hidden in the tall 
grass while their mothers graze. 

His appreciation for nature is 
evident. Birdhouses surround his 

home, a birdbath sits prominently 
in the yard, and a hummingbird 
feeder hangs just outside the kitchen 
window. “You have to keep your 
hope up,” he says. “That’s why I was 
interested in putting a conservation 
easement on the property. I’m 
fortunate that everyone in my 
family — my five nieces and nephews 
— thought it was a good idea. It 
made it very easy to do. I don’t feel 
I did anything special. To me, it’s 
something natural to do. A lot of 
people, if they knew about it and had 
the chance, would do it.”

His main motivation for the 
donation? “I think the world would 
be a pretty dull place without all of 
the wild things.” We totally agree 
and so appreciate this permanent 
gift of habitat to wildlife from such 
a gentle, thoughtful, and generous 
man.

The mostly wooded property, located 
in the Land Trust’s Greenbank 
Protection Priority Area, is near 
other protected properties and 
part of a large swath of contiguous 
forest that provides habitat and a 
travel corridor important for birds, 
mammals, and amphibians. Its 
proximity to Lake Hancock, an intact 

Historic barn in field protected by new donated conservation easement. Greenbank forest protected by generous landowner.

continued on page 5



Colin and Sean removing a gnarly dandelion from a 
trail at our Admiralty Inlet Preserve.
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estuary, makes this conservation 
easement especially important. 

The forest has a relatively diverse 
mix of Douglas fir, alder, grand fir, 
western hemlock, and western red 
cedar, with a healthy understory of 
native plants. An open, grassy field 
is bordered by the forest, adding to 
the property’s habitat complexity 
by creating an “edge effect” and 
providing a feeding site for raptor 
species that perch in trees and hunt 
prey in the fields.

Our ability to make this wonderful 
landowner’s wish come true is 
possible only because of your 
financial support. Thank you! 
Working with this donor, and others 
like him, is a special privilege and 
inspires us, the staff and volunteer 
board, to work even harder to keep 
the Islands’ treasured places for all 
forms of life.

One of the many birdhouses surrounding our 
anonymous donor’s home in Greenbank.

Are You Interested in Birdhouses? 
If so, visit The Cornell Lab of 
Orinthology’s “All About Birdhouses” 
page (www.nestwatch.org/learn/all-
about-birdhouses). 

There, you can research a wide variety 
of birds and find everything you need 
to know to build, install, and monitor 

a nest box or structure, including how 
to install a camera. 

If you can’t decide on the right house 
to build, use the “Right Bird, Right 
House” tool to zero in on which bird 
you can attract given your area and 
local habitat.

If they aren’t in school lessons, 
playing soccer, or scouring the 
community beach for treasures and 
interesting creatures, it’s likely you’ll 
find Colin and Sean Byler with 
their parents, volunteering for the 
Whidbey Island community. Colin, 
11, and Sean, 7, are the sons of Steve 
and Sheilagh Byler of Coupeville. 
They have honorably earned our 
Volunteer Spotlight for their 
enthusiastic participation at Land 
Trust work parties. 

Volunteering is a big part of 
Sheilagh and Steve’s lives, and 
they’ve made sure to involve their 
children. The boys began attending 
Land Trust outdoor work parties 
two years ago, pulling weeds at 
Krueger Woods on their first outing. 
“Lots of people volunteer when 
they’re retired,” Sheilagh said, “but 
I hope Colin and Sean volunteer 
throughout their whole lives.” 

That seems a safe bet. During their 
most recent volunteer shift with the 
Land Trust, Colin and Sean worked 

Volunteer Spotlight: Colin and Sean Byler

tirelessly to remove the gnarliest 
dandelions at our Admiralty Inlet 
Preserve. When asked why they come 
to work parties, Colin said, “We do 
it to help the Land Trust be better, 
so other people can enjoy it more.” 
Brother Sean agreed, but said his 
favorite part is getting his hands dirty 
. . . and getting cookies at the end!

Thanks for all your hard work, Colin 
and Sean, and the rest of the Byler 
family. We appreciate your support. 
We’ll bring more cookies if you’ll 
continue to bring your great attitudes!

The Land Trust Team
Pictured at right is our happy and 
dedicated team who works hard to 
protect the best places on our Islands. 

Back row left to right: Ida Gianopulos, Pat Powell, 
Carrie Viers, Ryan Elting, Kyle Ostermick-Durkee. 
Front row left to right: Amy McInerney, Jennifer Hajny, 
Danielle Rideout, Stephanie Wiegand, Jessica Larson, 
Melene Thompson.



Displaying the check from Make a Difference Day with 
Val Schroeder (far left) and her students.
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Saving Barnum Point
Donate to Create a Phenomenal Park!
If you’ve been thinking about 
donating to help us acquire and 
protect a key 37-acre property at 
Barnum Point, it’s critical that you 
do so now! Although we’ve raised 68 
percent of the $1,135,000 purchase 
price through donations, pledges, and 
a salmon recovery grant, we must raise 
another $368,000 by September 6 to 
save this crucial piece of the larger 
129-acre Barnum Point project. 

What happens if we can’t raise these 
funds or secure pledges before the 
deadline? First, the $385,000 state 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
grant we secured will be lost. And, 
second, we’ll need to turn back 
all of the pledges and donations 
we’ve secured to-date, including the 
$325,000 of 1:1 matching funds 
pledged by very generous champions 
of Barnum Point.  

This one-time opportunity will expand 
the Barnum Point County Park from 
27 acres to a whopping 129 acres, 

including an amazing mile of walkable 
beach, and nearly three miles of forest 
and meadow trails. The 37-acre parcel 
we’re trying to fund before September 
6 is, by far, the most threatened of 
the six properties surrounding the 
existing park. The owners of the other 
properties are willing to wait until 
grant funding can be secured in 2017.

As of August 9, we’ve received 
donations from nearly 100 people, 
including Friends of Camano Island 
Parks (FOCIP), who’ve stepped up 
to save this key 37-acre property, 
with its one-third mile of beach, 17 
acres of lush forest, and 20 acres of 
private tidelands. Please join with 
other community members to create 
this spectacular waterfront park and 
donate today! 

To learn more about the larger 
Barnum Point project and make your 
donation, visit us at www.wclt.org/
barnum-point or call 360.222.3310. 
Thank you!

Stanwood High School 
Students Donate $10,000
In April, Stanwood High School 
teacher Val Schroeder called us 
to share exciting news. The senior 
students in her English classes were 
one of 10 groups in the nation 
selected for a “Make A Difference 
Day” award of $10,000 to grant to a 
nonprofit organization. Fortuitously, 
the students voted to give the funds 
to our Barnum Point project for the 
37-acre property that is at-risk (see 
opposite story).

Thanks so much to Val and the 
Stanwood High School class of 
2016! To learn more about the 
“Make a Difference Day”, go to                    
www.makeadifferenceday.com.

Dec. 2015
Met with 

landowners

Spring 2016
Submitted 7 applications 

for grant funding 

Barnum Point Project Timeline

Whidbey and Camano Island Tourism videographer, Jack Penland, captures early morning light at Barnum Point.

April 2016
News of local 

students’ donation

July 2016
Secured $385,000 
in salmon funding

August 2016
Public fundraising 

campaign

Fundraising 
Deadline for 
Barnum Point 
Waterfront

September 6
It’s now or never to help us save 
the at-risk 37-acre Barnum Point 
waterfront property with 1/3 mile 
of beach. Your gifts are urgently 
needed by September 6 to protect 
the property from being sold for 
private development. To donate 
or make a pledge, visit us online at 
www.wclt.org/barnum-point or call 
360.222.3310. Thank you!
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If you’ve kept track of the Land 
Trust’s work over time, you’ve 
probably noticed that successful 
land protection occurs in a number 
of different ways. Some of our 
projects involve donations of land 
or conservation easements, such 
as the new conservation properties 
in Greenbank and north Whidbey 
described in this issue. Others 
succeed because of our team’s 
amazing ability to align important 
properties with appropriate federal, 
state, and local agency grants that 
help pay most of the real estate 
acquisition costs. Sometimes, 
however, special or urgent 
circumstances require us to launch a 
private fundraising campaign. 

As you’ve read in this issue, 
expanding Barnum Point County 
Park and creating the Donald 
Borgman Nature Preserve both 
require private fundraising efforts. 
Ambitious projects like these are 
exciting because they often involve 
key properties that help preserve 
local wildlife habitat and enhance 
local communities.

Fundraising for such projects 
also gives us the opportunity to 
meet and engage new Land Trust 
members — people who may care 
about a special place and are moved 
to take action. Very often, these also 
are people who don’t know about 
our great work to protect the places 
people love in Island County. 

When we take on a 
project requiring private 

fundraising, we risk diverting money 
from our operating funds. Those 
funds, donated by loyal supporters, 
are the fuel that keeps us going; they 
pay for the staff work that leverages 
your dollars to save our Islands’ best 
and most important places and care 
for them in the future.

Operating funds are critical to our 
mission. It is rare that the grant 
funds we so successfully secure 
to pay for conservation property 
transactions are elilgible to pay for 
our staff costs. In fact, about 95 
percent of our annual operating 
funds come from private donors — 
people like you. We greatly leverage 
your gifts by securing millions 
of dollars in grant funds and by 
working with landowners in land 
donations and transactions. 

Ideally, Land Trust supporters 
will continue donating annually 
to our operating funds to ensure 

we’re able to protect amazing places 
and carry out our stewardship 
obligations in the long term. Then, 
if a particular fundraising campaign, 
such as Barnum Point or the 
Borgman Preserve, inspires them to 
contribute more, an additional gift 
can be made.

Many people who made their 
initial donations to support a 
specific project have become loyal 
members and annual supporters — a 
transition that is very rewarding to 
witness. We are fortunate those who 
are moved to take action in urgent 
land protection cases are often the 
same people who care about open 
spaces, wildlife, and preserving the 
nature and beauty of Camano and 
Whidbey Islands. These shared 
values make the best partnerships 
and the healthiest communities. 

We are grateful for your support. 

October 2016
Buy at-risk 37 acres 
with funds raised

Summer 2017
Protect 5 remaining properties 

with grant funding

Sept. 6, 2016 
Deadline to raise all funds 

for at-risk 37 acres 

2018
Open expanded Barnum 

Point County Park

Pursuing Balance in Fundraising
Appeals for Projects Are an Opportunity to Build Membership
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Construction to raise Dike Road and create 
a “real” dike. 

Excitement at Dugualla Bay
New Dike Will Create Important Pocket Estuary
Jessica Larson, our land steward, 
spent a lot of her early summer at 
Dugualla Bay on northeast Whidbey 
Island, overseeing a project funded 
by the Washington Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) 
that will greatly improve fish and 
wildlife habitat at our Dugualla Bay 
Preserve.

The project “lets us protect both 
residents and wildlife,” said Dave 
Crisman, WSDOT engineer. 
“Building a new dike will protect 
homes and farmland between State 
Route 20 and Dike Road. Breaching 
the old dike will restore a saltwater 
marsh, creating habitat for juvenile 
salmon and other marine life.”

The elevation on the south portion 
of Dike Road was too low to be 
an adequate barrier to protect the 
road and private property from 
destructive storms. To correct this, 
WSDOT is substantially raising this 
part of the road to align with the 
much higher north portion of Dike 
Road. The result will be a “real” 
dike that will ensure an alternate 
emergency route if Highway 20 
is closed by accidents or other 
problems. Additionally, the project 
will make it possible for juvenile 
salmon migrating out of the Skagit 

River to find refuge and food in 
a restored pocket estuary before 
beginning their arduous journey to 
the ocean. 

The 79-acre Dugualla Bay Preserve, 
including the 40 acres of tidelands, 
was protected in 2007. The property 
acquisition was paid for by three 
grants. Creating the pocket estuary 
was the final project goal; however 
the construction costs to do this 
seemed prohibitive, so the Land 
Trust put the project on hold while 
seeking ways to fund the work. 

Preparation and patience paid off 
in 2012 when WSDOT needed 
to restore the former estuarine 
property as mitigation for 
construction of the new Camano 
Gateway Bridge that connects 
Camano Island to the mainland.

Now, after three years of design, 
permitting, and bid selection, 
actual dike and road construction 
has begun. After the new dike is 
in place, the old, very inadequate 
dike will be breached in two 
places to allow saltwater into the 
wet property, creating the pocket 
estuary that has been a vision for 
our Dugualla Bay Preserve since its 
creation.

Daily tidal inundation will transform 
the vegetation and ground conditions 
to restore historic habitat for juvenile 
salmon and other wildlife in the 
new pocket estuary. Native plantings 
in the new marsh areas and upland 
plantings in the surrounding forest 
will be made later this year. WSDOT 
will monitor and maintain these 
plantings for the next 10 years.

Special thanks are due to the 
Washington State Recreation 
and Conservation Office who 
administered the Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board grant, Island County 
for its Conservation Futures Fund 
grant, Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation, Washington State 
Department of Transportation, and 
all our other supportive partners who 
helped make this project a reality.

Map showing our Dugualla Bay Preserve outlined in 
yellow. Also shown, on the opposite side of Dike Road, 
is our Dugualla Flats Preserve, a freshwater wetland.
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Wanted: Trail Builders at Trillium Community Forest
Grab a Shovel and Pitch In!
New trailheads are coming to the 
Trillium Community Forest! A half-
mile of trail is being added to connect 
a soon-to-be constructed trailhead 
off Smugglers Cove Road with the 
existing six-mile trail network in the 
Community Forest. 

The trailhead and adjoining parking 
area will be ready by next summer 
and hopefully sooner, depending on 
weather conditions and permitting. 
When the parking area is completed, 
passenger vehicles, horse trailers, 
and buses will have room to park 
and visitors, including equestrians, 
can use the new trail to begin their 
journey into the Community Forest. 

The trail will extend through a 
mature forest alongside a beautifully 
diverse wetland before gently climbing 
uphill to connect with the existing 
trail system. 

Join us for an upcoming work party 
to finish the trail and be ready for 
when the parking lot is completed! 
All levels of trail-building experience 
are welcome. Check www.wclt.org to 
find out when the next work party is 
scheduled and register to be part of 
the fun. 

The Smugglers Cove property is 
owned by Island County and was 
acquired as the result of a partnership 
with the Land Trust. Funding to 
acquire the property and construct 
the parking lot was provided by a 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation 
Program grant (Local Parks) and a 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
grant, both administered by the State 
Recreation and Conservation Office, 
and with donations from generous 
Land Trust supporters. Thank you!

“Trail building is an amazing process. What’s not to love? 
You spend quality time in the forest, get a bit dirty, and 
know that you are creating something new that will allow 
people to have the opportunity to enjoy the natural world. 

Zen and the Art of Trail Building

Volunteers constructing a switchback on the new Smugglers trail. New section of Smugglers trail.

Well-maintained and appropriately placed trails are key to a great outdoor 
experience while providing a refuge for wildlife. I’m very excited to see this trail 
expansion happening at the Trillium Community Forest!” 

Accreditation 
Renewal Underway
How You Can Help
National accreditation is a mark 
of distinction, showing that a land 
trust meets high standards for land 
conservation. Accreditation is a 
voluntary program administered by 
the National Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission. The Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust earned accreditation 
in 2012 and is one of only 350 
accredited trusts in the country (out 
of more than 1,100 land trusts). 

We are now applying for renewal 
of our accreditation (required 
every five years) to keep our 
designation and mark of excellence. 
The Accreditation Commission 
will conduct an extensive review 
of our policies and programs and 
invites public comment on how 
the Whidbey Camano Land Trust 
complies with national standards. 
You can help by filing comments.

To learn more about the 
accreditation program and submit 
a comment before the deadline 
on November 8, 2016, visit www.
landtrustaccreditation.org. Or, email: 
info@landtrustaccreditation.org or 
mail comments to the Commission 
at 112 Spring St., Suite 204, Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866.

Staff Spotlight: Jessica Larson, Land Steward
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Janicki Logging

Thank You To Our Business Sponsors
We Couldn’t Have Done It Without You! 
Each year we host a Conservation 
Partner Celebration to thank our 
major donors — those giving at the 
Conservation Partner level ($365) 
and above.

The event is made possible with 
support from generous local business 
sponsors. Please patronize and 
thank these generous businesses for 
their support that helps to keep our 
Islands naturally beautiful.

The Conservation Partner 
Celebration is a fun event with 
guided tours of protected properties 
during the day, followed by an 
evening of delicious food, live music, 
and inspiring speakers. 

To learn more about becoming 
a Conservation Partner, contact 
Melene Thompson, donor relations 
manager, at 360.222.3310, or 
melene@wclt.org.

Annabet Berlin and Brenda Hartman pose with 
conservation easement donor Harry Case during a 
guided tour of Harry’s Forest Forever.

Conservation Partners gathered at Freeland Hall to 
celebrate another successful year of land protection.

Ruth Milner, State Wildlife Biologist, giving her 
remarks during the dinner program. 
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Stewardship Corner
Watch Out for These Weeds!
Stewardship is an important aspect 
of our commitment to the places we 
protect. But all lands require care and 
maintenance, whether it’s the area 
around your home or part of a nature 
preserve you’ve helped us protect. Part 
of this care is being familiar with and 
managing noxious weeds.

A number of problem plants in Island 
County hurt or threaten natural 
ecosystems and agricultural lands. 

Our stewardship staff and amazing 
volunteers spend a great deal of time 
removing noxious weeds from our 
preserves. Identifying these plants and 
removing them from the landscape 
before an infestation becomes large or 
unmanageable is a key part of citizen 
stewardship.

Island County’s problematic plants 
include tansy ragwort, bull thistle, and 
Canada thistle. These are regulated class 
B and C weeds, meaning landowners 
are legally required to control them. 
Begin your noxious weed education by 
reviewing the descriptions and removal 
tips below. 

For more information, visit www.
extension.wsu.edu/island/nrs/noxious. 

Tansy ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 
Tansy is found in open pastures, roadside 
areas, ditches, and forest clear-cuts. This 
weed can grow one to six feet high and 
has lobed leaves that are dark green 
on top and light green underneath. Its 
bright yellow flowers are daisy-like, with 
a yellow button and 13 small petals that 
appear in late summer, or throughout the 
year when the weather is warm enough. 
It’s toxic to cattle and horses, causing 
irreparable liver damage. 

Removal method: With small 
infestations, pull up the entire plant, 
including its roots. It’s easiest to pull 
when the ground is moist. Wear 
protective gloves and dispose of plant 
material in sealed plastic bags and place 
in the garbage, not in your compost or 
yard waste.

Bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 
Bull thistle is a biennial species, meaning 
it completes its lifecycle over two growing 
seasons, with low-growing leafy rosettes 
forming the first year and flowering stems 
growing the second. It grows two to six 
feet tall and has hairy leaves with spines 
both down the middle and at the tips 
of the lobes. Pink-magenta flower heads 
appear on top of each stem from June 
through September.

Removal method: Hand-pull and dispose 
of plants in sealed garbage bags. If 
mowing, be sure the plants do not flower. 
If mowed too early, the plants may re-
sprout and re-flower that season. Hit 
them again if they do!

Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
Canada thistle is a perennial species, 
growing continually over many seasons. 
Reaching two to five feet tall, its leaves 
have no hairs and its small, light-purple 
flower heads are found in clusters on top 
of the stems from June to September. 
In addition to producing a plethora 
of seeds, it spreads by underground 
roots called rhizomes. Because it has no 
central taproot, manual removal can 
be a challenge and landowners must be 
persistent!

Removal method: The extensive root 
network means hand-pulling is generally 
ineffective. Intensive mowing or tilling 
over a long period is a better method. If 
you do this every one to four weeks for 
up to four years, you’ll eventually win the 
battle against this invasive.

Tansy’s lobed leaves. Bull thistle’s hairy leaves with spines. Canada thistle’s leaves. 

Tansy in flower. Bull thistle’s flowering stems. Canada thistle’s flowering clusters. 
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The Beauty of the Place
Calendar photo contest entries showcase 
stunning Island spaces, again and again! 
Reviewing entries to the annual Calendar Photo Contest 
continues to be our pleasure, as each photo is a beautiful 
reminder of the amazing place we call home. The contest 
for our 2017 calendar drew more than 160 entries from 
some 40 local photographers. Winning photos will be 
featured in the calendar, along with recognition of 27 

local business sponsors. Purchase your 2017 calendar in 
October at local businesses throughout Island County or 
on our website, www.wclt.org/ways-to-give/store. 

Thanks to everyone who submitted photos and spread 
the word to friends and neighbors! 

A misty morning at Dugualla Bay.                                                                                                                                                                           Photo by Wenli Yang.
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Fundraising Deadline 
for Barnum Point!
Barnum Point is in imminent 
danger of being sold for private 
development. Read page 6 for 

more detail. Donate by September 6 to protect 
this natural area forever. Call 360.222.3310 or 
donate online at: www.wclt.org/barnum-point. 

“I sat some minutes, lost in my thoughts of the 
beauty of the place.” 

– William O. Douglas, from My Wilderness


