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What is the Barnum Point Project? 
Barnum Point offers amazing outdoor recreational opportunities and irreplaceable ecological benefits. The 
Land Trust is working with Island County with the goal of significantly expanding the current 27-acre Barnum 
Point County Park. Once the project is complete, the improved Barnum Point County Park will be 129 acres 
with more than a mile of new, publicly accessible beach and a 2.5-mile trail system that meanders through a 
lush forest to an open meadow, showcasing spectacular views of the 
Cascade Mountains and Port Susan Bay. 

Thanks to donations from more than 600 supporters, countless 
volunteer hours from dedicated project champions, and $385,000 
in salmon recovery grant funding from the State, phase one of the 
project successfully protected a 37-acre property at risk of being 
sold for development. The property was purchased in mid-October 
2016. Phase two of the project involves protecting an additional five 
properties totaling 65 acres with ½ miles of shoreline, 17 acres of 
tidelands, and 48 acres of upland forest and meadow. 

Where is Barnum Point? 
Barnum Point is located on the east side of Camano Island, 
surrounded on three sides by Port Susan Bay, and immediately across 
from the mouth of the Stillaguamish River, one of Puget Sound’s 
major salmon rivers. It’s part of the Greater Skagit/Stillaguamish Delta 
that is designated as a Site of Regional Importance for its significance 
as a migratory shorebird migration area. 

With more than a mile of shoreline, an expanded Barnum Point County Park will offer excellent recreational benefits for non-motorized boaters.
Photo by Barbara Brock.



Why is protecting Barnum Point important? 
The opportunity to protect Barnum Point is amazing and unique. For such 
a prominent, waterfront landform to be so lightly touched is very unusual, 
as is the ability to open more than a mile of shoreline to the public. 

How much money is needed to acquire and protect Barnum 
Point? 
The entire Barnum Point Project has an estimated cost of $6 million. 
This includes all of the costs associated with purchasing six properties; 
preparing the site for use as a County Park, and providing the stewardship 
funds necessary for Island County’s future management of the park. 

How will funds for the properties be obtained and utilized?
While the majority of funding for the project is being sought through 
federal and state grants, $750,000 in private donations was raised 
through an urgent fundraising campaign to purchase a key 37-acre 
property that was in danger of being sold for development. These 
private funds, combined with funding from a salmon recovery grant, 
was used to successfully purchase this parcel in mid-October 2016.

Thus far, seven federal and state grants have been submitted seeking 
funding for the Barnum Point Project. A salmon recovery grant 
(mentioned above) from the Salmon Recovery Funding Board has 
already been awarded. The six others are still pending. Any funds 
received will be used to permanently protect the 35-acre parcel directly 
west of the existing county park, which the Land Trust temporarily 
protected (through December 2017) with a bridge loan from The 
Conservation Fund (www.conservationfund.org) as well as the four 
westernmost low-bank waterfront properties.

Because the owners of the four low-bank waterfront properties want to 
see the park vision realized, they have agreed to not go to market until 
the majority of the grant funds become available (summer of 2017). At 
that time the Land Trust will be able to make an offer to purchase these 
remaining properties to expand the park to the full 129 acres. 

Will further fundraising be necessary for Barnum Point?
We will learn the final outcome of these grants and the total dollars 
awarded to the Barnum Point Project in mid-2017. Although we know we 
have scored well on a number of these grants, the total we receive may 

Leaving the forest and entering the meadow 
on the extensive trail system at Barnum 
Point. Photo by Benjamin Drummond
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A large eagle’s nest at Barnum Point. Photo 
by Tom Eisenberg.

The expanded Barnum Point County Park will 
offer 2½ miles of forest and meadow trails for 
the public to enjoy. Photo by Ryan Elting.



Port Susan Bay is nationally recognized for the 
key migratory role it plays for more than 20,000 
shorebirds every year. Photo by Tom Eisenberg.

not be enough to complete the entire park project. In light of this, while 
we await the results, we are also seeking funding from private charitable 
foundations. In mid-2017, we will know if further private fundraising is 
required to realize the full park vision.

What activities will be allowed at the expanded Barnum 
Point County Park?
Low-impact, non-motorized recreational activities, such as hiking, 
kayaking, birdwatching, fishing, and beach walking, will be allowed at 
the Barnum Point County Park. Bicycling will be allowed on appropriate 
trails on a seasonal basis. 

When will the expanded Barnum Point County 
Park open?
The expanded Barnum Point County Park will open in phases. Under 
an interim agreement with the Land Trust, Island County will open the 
existing 27-acre County Park, along with the 35- and 37-acre properties 
owned by the Land Trust, by the summer of 2017. If the full Barnum 
Point Protection Project is successful, the entire expanded park could 
be open to the public by the end of 2018. Several buildings must be 
removed, safety issues addressed, and signs installed before parts of 
the expanded park can be safely opened for public use.

Where will visitors park?
Primary visitor access and parking for Barnum Point County Park will 
be at the end of Sunrise Blvd. Limited vehicular access for mobility 
impaired visitors, as well as pedestrian and bicycle access, will be from 
Barnum Road.

Who will own and maintain the property and how  
will that be funded? 
Until completion, the Land Trust will own and manage the 35-acre and 
37-acre properties that flank the existing park. Upon completion, the 
entire park will be owned and managed by Island County. In order to 
support the county’s efforts to maintain the trails and entire park, the 
Land Trust has committed to donate at least $150,000 in stewardship 
funds (restricted to Barnum Point). Additionally, Friends of Camano 
Island Parks (FOCIP) have pledged to assist the County with ongoing 
park management.
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The area around Barnum Point provides a 
critical refuge and feeding area for juvenile 
salmon. Photo by Tom Eisenberg.

A mile of walkable beach will be available to the 
public once the expanded park is protected and 
opens. Photo by Benjamin Drummond
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Why is it important ecologically to protect Barnum Point?
The habitat significance of Barnum Point for wildlife and marine life extends well beyond the proposed park 
boundary. From a protection and conservation perspective, Barnum Point’s critical feeder bluff and vital fish 
and wildlife habitat make this rare and wild place an ecological gem. It is not unusual to see dozens of Bald 
Eagles feeding in the tidelands, and others perching on the tall trees or soaring in the skies. 

Barnum Point’s ecological highlights include:

• Located in Port Susan Bay and the Greater Skagit/Stillaguamish Delta, and a Western Shorebird “Site of 
Regional Importance,” this area is a key migratory stopover for more than 20,000 shorebirds each year. More 
than 90 percent of western Washington’s wintering waterfowl rely on the Delta. 

• Abundant prey attracts an exciting variety of raptors; large numbers of bald eagles are a common sight at Barnum 
Point. 

• Situated directly across the Bay from the mouth of the Stillaguamish (a major salmon-spawning river), 
Barnum Point’s tideland habitats are critical for forage fish and salmon, including endangered Chinook 
salmon. 

• Rare, mature marine forest and exceptional feeder bluffs at Barnum Point nourish tidelands and provide 
shade, large woody debris, and “insect rain” that comprises the bulk of food that salmon rely on.

• Barnum Point protects the access to Triangle Cove — one of the County’s only non-diked estuaries — a 
critical nursery for juvenile salmon leaving the Stillaguamish River and an important spawning habitat for 
returning adults.

What will happen to the structures on the various properties? 
The existing structures will be removed, returning the entire area to a natural state for people and wildlife 
to enjoy. 

The rare, mature coastal forest at Barnum Point provides excellent wildlife habitat and important inputs to the marine ecosystem, including woody 
debris, shade, and “insect rain” that comprises the bulk of the food that salmon depend on. Photo by Benjamin Drummond


