
Hikers prepare to set out on the new trail.

Makenzie Peterson, left, and Lacy Williams, best friends since kindergarten, were some of the first riders to use the Smugglers Cove Trailhead at Trillium Community Forest. Seven 
years ago, Makenzie and Lacy were part of the Centaurs 4-H Horse Club that raised enough money to protect an acre of forest.  
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Smugglers Cove Trailhead Opens at Trillium Community Forest
New access features parking area large enough for horse trailers and school buses

continued on page 3

You only need to take a few steps 
from the new trailhead at Trillium 
Community Forest to feel like you’re a 
world apart.

You’ll immediately get the sense of 
stillness that comes from an intimate 
forest experience. It’s part of the 
wonderment that hikers, mountain 
bikers, and horseback riders have been 
enjoying since the Smugglers Cove 
Trailhead opened in May.

The new trailhead, on Smugglers 
Cove Road, a mile south of South 
Whidbey State Park, is the product 
of a partnership between the Land 
Trust and Island County. It features a 
spacious gravel parking lot with ample 
room for horse trailers and school 
buses and easier access for all trail 
users seeking a deep woods setting.

Trillium Community Forest is one 
of the Land Trust’s most celebrated 
success stories. In 2010, during the 
height of the recession, an incredible 
$4 million was raised from more than 
1,500 donors in only seven months to 
protect the largest contiguous forest in 
private ownership on Whidbey Island.

The effort protected 654 acres of 
forest, eliminating the possibility of 
dense development atop a ridge north 
of Freeland. Another 19 acres were 
added later, securing an important 
stretch of forested trail.

To provide even more public access 
and expand the protected area, 
we teamed up with Island County 
in 2012 to apply for grants on the 
County’s behalf to fund additional 
land acquisitions. After several years of 

hard work, an additional 48 acres of 
forest was protected with the purchase 
of two properties. One includes the 



The red outline indicates the expanded park boundary. 
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Mission

We actively involve the 
community in protecting, 
restoring, and appreciating 
the important natural 
habitats and resource  
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
Islands and in the waters of 
Puget Sound.

Progress at Barnum Point 
Working Through Our Action Plan
Expanding Barnum Point County Park, 
from 27 acres to 129 acres with one mile 
of beach, remains a major focus for us. 
Thanks to your generous support, we’ve 

secured all but the final 30 acres. We’re 
working with the Friends of Camano Island 
Parks to get the land you helped protect 
ready for use and enjoyment.  

For an update on where we stand and 
what’s next, take a quick look below at our 
Barnum Point To Do List.

Barnum Point To Do List
Purchase Core Tract with bridge loan from The Conservation Fund

Purchase East Tract with donor dollars and salmon grant funding

Remove and recycle two houses and several outbuildings

Improve 2.5-mile forest and meadow trail network 

Draft Barnum Point County Park Management Plan

Secure funding for West Tract

Open park under interim agreement with Island County

Repay bridge loan from The Conservation Fund 

Purchase West Tract waterfront properties

Transfer all properties to Island County Parks

a

a

a
a

a

West Tract (4 low-bank properties)

Core Tract property (protected with bridge loan)

East Tract property 
(purchased in October)

Original 22-acre county park



A volunteer work party celebrates trail building success at Trillium Community Forest.The Island County Road Shop crew constructs the parking lot at Smugglers Cove.
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Smugglers Cove Trailhead
Continued from page 1

new parking area off Smugglers Cove 
Road. The other will feature a parking 
area connected to a level ADA-
accessible trail loop that will open by 
December on Bounty Loop Road.

“I really appreciate the partnership 
between the County and the 
Land Trust to provide this 
vital access for our 
community,” Island 
County Commissioner 
Helen Price Johnson 
said. “I’m also 
looking forward to 
the completion of the 
ADA access coming 
at Bounty Loop as 
the final step — opening 
Trillium Community Forest 
to all users.”

The new Smugglers Cove Trailhead is 
“convenient and easy and nice and a 
good place to park a horse trailer,” said 
Wendy Fjelsted, a horse owner from 
Freeland. That wasn’t possible at the 
original trailhead on Highway 525.

The new trailhead also has become the 
preferred option for those wanting to 
venture directly into a canopy of trees 
and embark on a soft earth trail that 
climbs gradually through the forest.

Our land steward, Jessica Larson, 
thinks people will enjoy the new 

entrance “because they don’t have to 
walk along the paved road like they 
do at the Highway 525 Trailhead. 
They can go straight from the parking 
lot into a natural forest setting.”

Nancy Ritzenthaler, a nearby 
resident, agreed. “I just hiked the 

new Smugglers Cove trail up 
to the Main Line trail,” 

Ritzenthaler said. 
“Beautiful woods and a 
very nice trail. Looking 
forward to taking my 
mountain bike on it 
too. I’m so excited to 
have this new access 

point to this amazing 
protected land!”

Special thanks goes to Island 
County, especially its Public Works 
Department, for building the parking 
lot. The volunteers who built the new 
trail also deserve much praise. They 
put in nearly 260 hours, the equivalent 
of 31 individual work days, to carve 
the new path through the forest.

Work is underway on the third access 
point into the forest at the Bounty 
Loop Trailhead. This access, located 
on the northwest corner of Bounty 
Loop Road, off Mutiny Bay Road, will 
have multiple handicapped accessible 
parking spaces and will be an ideal 
place for those with physical challenges 

Planning Your Summer Hike
Take advantage of the long 
summer days and see the new trail 
yourself. All the information you 
need, including directions to the 
trailhead and a trail map and forest 
information guide can be found 
online at www.wclt.org/trillium.

or parents with small children to enjoy 
short, level hikes.

In addition to its many recreational 
opportunities, Trillium Community 
Forest provides an important home for 
wildlife. Since 2010, 62 bird species 
have been reported by volunteers from 
Whidbey Audubon Society.

On a recent June day, several juvenile 
red-legged frogs, including the one 
featured in the circular photo, were 
seen hopping through the tall damp 
grass alongside the new Smugglers 
Cove trail. In a sunnier location on 
another trail, a northern alligator 
lizard scurried for cover not far from a 
slithering garter snake. It’s no wonder 
the frogs were antsy.



“A real important part 
of what makes Island 
County visitors happy 
is being able to access 
public beaches, forests, 
and trails.”– Sherrye Wyatt

Hikers enjoy the majestic scenery along the bluff trail above Ebey’s Landing in Central Whidbey.

Farmscapes will be a focus of the Walking Ebey’s trails. 

Photo by Scott Price
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Walking Ebey’s Trails
Linking It All Together
The brochures and information 
sheets that disappear first from the 
visitors’ center in Coupeville are 
always those with maps of walking 
trails. Volunteers hustle to keep the 
shelves and display tables stocked.

“Walking trails are very, very popular 
with people who come here,” said 
Lynda Eccles, executive director of 
the Coupeville and Central Whidbey 
Chamber of Commerce. “And I think 
that one of the major reasons people 
visit is to enjoy the freedom and 

openness of this area of the island. 
They obviously aren’t coming to see 
big city lights. They’re coming to see 
the natural beauty.”

The Land Trust recognized the allure 
and importance of trail systems in 
Ebey’s Landing National Historical 
Reserve more than a decade ago and 
started planning ways to link them. 
That early foresight was followed by 
steady progress securing conservation 
and trail easements from private 
landowners to connect existing trails 
— a project known as the Walking 
Ebey’s Trail Corridor. 

We’ve just secured a $40,000 grant 
from Island County’s Conservation 
Futures Fund to hire a professional trail 
consultant to work with landowners 
and develop a construction plan for 
the pedestrian-only trail. An additional 
$10,000 was awarded from the same 
fund to be used next year to construct 
the first trails.

“We’ve had a vision of establishing 
trail networks throughout Island 
County,” said Pat Powell, the Land 

Trust’s executive director. “Over 
the past 10 years, we’ve secured the 
key trail connections to bring the 
Walking Ebey’s Trail Corridor to 
the construction phase. One of our 
objectives is to connect people to 
the land. This project is a perfect 
illustration of that.”
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View of Coupeville’s historic waterfront. Photo by David Broberg

“Walking trails are very, 
very popular with people  
who come here.” – Lynda Eccles

Fort Casey State Park

Admiralty Inlet Preserve

Crockett Lake
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The Walking Ebey’s Trail Corridor is designed 
to connect existing trails by building new 
connections and, ultimately, provide a 
contiguous trail corridor from Coupeville 
through surrounding forests, farmlands, parks 
and along beaches.

The plan, which involves several phases, 
will add approximately eight miles of new, 
minimally developed trails, linking key points 
of interest within Ebey’s Reserve and providing 
access to its pastoral interior. 

Connections will be made with existing trails 
at Rhododendron Park, Fort Casey State Park, 
Central Whidbey beaches, Ebey’s Landing State 
Park, and the Land Trust’s Admiralty Inlet and 
Crockett Lake preserves.

The idea is to create a European-like walking 
experience that will increase recreational 
opportunities for residents and visitors. Trail users 
will have a variety of routes through Ebey’s Reserve 
that can be accessed from multiple starting points. 

“A real important part of what makes Island 
County visitors happy is being able to access 
public beaches, forests, and trails,” said Sherrye 
Wyatt, public relations and marketing manager 
for Whidbey Camano Islands Tourism.

“This has the economic benefit of drawing 
people to Central Whidbey in the off season,” 
Powell said. “There’s quite a bit of research 
showing that places with walking trails close to 
a town attract tourists.”

Existing Trail
Proposed New Trail
Land Trust Protected
Land Trust Protection Pending
Other Protected

If additional construction funds 
are secured, the Land Trust 
anticipates the first phase will be 
up to 3.4 miles in length, with 
trailhead access and a parking 
area on Engle Road across from 
our Admiralty Inlet Preserve. 
Volunteer trail builders will also 
be recruited. If all goes well, the 
first trail phase will open in 2018.

During the past 14 years, 
the Land Trust has worked 
with 43 landowners on real-
estate transactions protecting 
1,500 acres in Ebey’s Reserve, 
including securing the most 

critical linkages to make the 
trail corridor possible. Powell 
said she anticipates the entire 
trail network will be completed 
within three years.

“It will be fabulous,” Eccles said.

She expects a map outlining 
the trail corridor will fly off 
the shelves at the chamber 
office. Currently, visitors take a 
handful of individual trail maps.

“I was very excited to hear that 
there’s going to be something that 
links everything,” Eccles said.
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LEGEND
Protected Lands
2016 Protected Lands
Protection in Progress

TRAILS
54 miles
16 sites

FARMLAND
982 acres
30 projects

FOREST
3,635 acres
72 projects

WETLANDS
579 acres
17 projects

TIDELANDS
3,377 acres
12 projects

SHORELINE
11 miles
15 sites

Fakkema Farm
Protecting the iconic 315-
acre Fakkema Farm with 
a permanent conservation 
easement was a fantastic 
accomplishment for us in 2016. 
The farm, with 215 acres of 
fertile, rolling fields and 100 
acres of contiguous forest, 
stretches nearly one mile from 
the city limits of Oak Harbor 
to Swan Lake. The easement 
protects a vitally important 
wildlife corridor, prime 
farmland soils, and beautiful 
pastoral views. Plans are in the 
works to develop a walking trail 
along the edge of the farm.

OPEN SPACE
235 acres
18 projects

Together We’ve Protected 8,808 Island Acres

Walking Ebey’s Trail Corridor 
A top Land Trust goal is to establish a series of trail corridors 
throughout Whidbey and Camano islands. We’re now 
poised to develop the first one — the Walking Ebey’s Trail 
Corridor centered in the heart of Ebey’s Landing National 
Historical Reserve. When completed, it will connect to 
existing trails and link the Town of Coupeville to farms, 
forests, parks, and public beaches. See the story on page 4.

Photo Credits: 
Fakkema Farm, Mark Sheehan
Barnum Point, Barbara Brock
Walking Ebey’s, Mark Sheehan

Barnum Point
Our work to expand a 
county park to 129 acres, 
with a mile of beach and 
2.5 miles of trails, is nearing 
completion. This success 
is due to to your support, 
donations from 600 people, 
countless hours from 
dedicated volunteers, a state 
salmon recovery grant, and 
a bridge loan from The 
Conservation Fund. See the 
project update on page 2.

All information calculated through year-end 2016.



In the last decade, 
we’ve secured a 

total of $55 million 
in grant funding.
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Maximizing Your Island Impact
Teaming Up for Success
Congratulations and thank you! Your 
support of our work has resulted, 
to date, in saving 122 conservation 
properties on Whidbey and Camano 
islands. Each protected property is a 
special place. A family farm providing 
local food. A forest sheltering red-
legged frogs and song birds. A 
restored estuary nourishing juvenile 
salmon. A Land Trust preserve where 
families recreate, connect with nature, 

and enjoy the beauty of our islands. 
The location of each property you’ve 
helped to protect is shown by a “dot” 
on the centerfold map.

Together, we make a great team — 
one that yields impressive results. 
With your financial support, our 
skilled staff has secured an additional 
$62 million in the last 10 years to 
conserve the lands you love. That 
translates to each dollar you donate 

being increased 15-fold. Below are 
three examples of how our staff 
leverages your donations.

Fun Fact

Every $1 you donate is increased 15-fold through our ability to apply 
for grants, raise project funds, and accept the donation of land and 
conservation easements. Here are a few of the success stories where 
we’ve leveraged your dollars into treasured places on our islands.

Admiralty Inlet Preserve
Your support helped us to protect the 
86-acre Admiralty Inlet Preserve in 
Ebey’s Reserve. We raised more than 
$5.7 million from state and federal 
grants and $300,000 from private 
donors like you.

With more than a mile of coastline, 
the preserve offers amazing views 
of the Olympic Mountains and 
Admiralty Inlet. Walk the two miles 
of trails that meander through the 
gnarly old-growth forest and alongside 
two rare prairies. Enjoy the seven 
interpretive signs, with original 
artwork, found along the trail. 
Delight in seeing the many birds that 
call the preserve home and hearing 
their lovely songs.  

Barnum Point County Park
We’re closing in on expanding Barnum 
Point County Park on Camano from 
27 acres to 129 acres. Soon you’ll be 
able to walk on a mile of beach and 2.5 
miles of forest and meadow trails. The 
birdwatching and scenery are marvelous.

Funding the nearly $6 million cost 
has been challenging. With an 
$850,000 bridge loan from The 
Conservation Fund, a state salmon 
grant, and generous support from 
more than 600 households, we were 
able to save two waterfront properties 
before they were sold for home sites. 
We’re waiting to hear the results 
of the 10 grant funding requests 
we submitted so we can finish the 
project. Stay tuned for updates.

Harry Case’s Forest Forever
When Harry Case donated a 
conservation easement on his 176-
acre forested property, he thanked 
us for making his lifetime dream 
come true. Harry knew that, in the 
future, without the conservation 
easement, his beloved mature conifer 
forest would have been clear cut, 
subdivided, and developed with 
35 houses. 

Harry bought the forest when he was 
just 18 years old to protect it. He’s 
lovingly cared for it for the past 65 
years. In making his incredible gift to 
current and future generations, Harry 
explained why: “If we are going to 
save the environment, little people are 
going to have to do something.”  

$1 $15



Native prairie planting at one of the natural areas at our Admiralty Inlet Preserve. Trail building work party at Trillium Community Forest.
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2016 IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS

island
acres 
protected

events and tours 
connecting people 
to the land

Protecting the Land

629
local landowners we
worked with on land 
protection projects38 real estate transactions 

completed protecting 
12 properties18

conservation easements 
visited for required annual 
monitoring43

work parties organized to 
care for our preserves that 
are open to the public70

pounds of trash 
cleared, including 7 
tires and a couch1,50050,000 native 

plants 
planted

18

Caring for the Land

Appreciating and Learning on the Land

hours worked by 168 
volunteers caring for 
our islands3,695



Bald eagle at Crockett Lake. 

Hairy willow-herb in bloom. Photo courtesy of Island County 
Noxious Weed Program.

A trained crew from Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife uses the MarshMaster to knock out 
noxious weeds at our Crockett Lake Preserve in May. 

Photo by Craig Johnson
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Clearing Noxious Weeds 
at Crockett Lake 
Habitat Restoration Underway
Jessica Larson shook her head in 
wonder the first time she saw the 
MarshMaster in action near Crockett 
Lake. In just a couple of passes, 
the vehicle effortlessly sheared 
an intimidating jungle of thick 
blackberry bushes, bringing the first 
daylight to the underlying ground in a 
long time.

“Amazing,” said Larson, the Land 
Trust’s land steward. “That’s a two-
hour volunteer work party done in 
10 seconds.”

Clearing the invasive blackberries 
is part of our habitat restoration 
plan at the Crockett Lake Preserve 
on Central Whidbey. For the past 
12 years, we’ve worked with willing 
landowners to create the preserve, 
forever protecting 493 acres in 
a treasured natural area known 
nationally for its spectacular birding. 
State Parks protects an adjacent 345 
acres, totaling 838 protected acres.

The first big step to enhance and 
restore the vital wildlife habitat 
is tackling invasive weeds that are 
literally choking out native vegetation. 
More than 100 acres of the Crockett 
Lake Preserve are covered by a 
noxious weed known as hairy willow-

herb, the largest single infestation of 
the species in Washington state.

The tall, fuzzy weed with pink flowers 
is an introduced species that spreads 
rapidly through both windblown 
seeds and underground roots. Island 
County laws require landowners to 
remove the plant from their properties 
because it’s so invasive and harmful. 

Along with hairy willow-herb, other 
targeted weeds include Himalayan 
blackberry, poison hemlock, and 
Canada thistle.

Trained crews from the Washington 
Department of Fish Wildlife have 
been operating the MarshMaster, 
an amphibious tracked vehicle that 

travels across wetlands while limiting 
soil disturbance. The MarshMaster 
cuts invasive weeds and applies safe, 
state-approved herbicides.

Crews began spraying the hairy willow-
herb in June before its flowers bloomed 
to avoid impacting bees and butterflies. 

With funding from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the Washington 
Recreation and Conservation Office, 
the Land Trust will complete the first 
phase of weed removal by the end of 
this summer.

Additional funding is needed to 
repeat the weed eradication process in 
2018. The final phase will be a major 
planting of native plants the following 
year to add more plant diversity and 
provide new food and nesting areas 
for wildlife.

“One of the important factors in all 
of our restoration plantings is to have 
the plants serve a variety of different 
purposes, whether it’s perching habitat 
for large raptors, nest breeding habitat 
for small birds, or food in the form of 
berries and pollen,” Larson said.

Crockett Lake is already designated an 
Audubon Important Bird Area where 
more than 230 bird species have been 
recorded, so Larson’s imagination 
runs wild at the possibilities of what 
improved habitat might bring.



Celebrating Conservation in a Big Way
Donors Mingle, Learn, and Enjoy our Thanks
Each year, we host a Conservation 
Celebration to thank donors who give 
to our operations at the Conservation 
Partner level ($365 and above).

The celebration is a really fun event with 
guided tours of protected properties 
during the day, followed by an evening 
of delicious food and beverages, live 
music, and inspiring speakers. 

Guests have fun mingling with old 
friends and meeting new friends. They 

also learn more about the lands we’re 
protecting and restoring, including sneak 
previews of new conservation projects.

The event is made possible because of 
the generous support from the below-
listed local businesses. Please patronize 
and thank these businesses.

To learn more about becoming a 
Conservation Partner, contact Melene 
Thompson, donor relations manager, at 
360.222.3310 or melene@wclt.org.

The Keegan Harshman Trio entertains guests at the celebration.

Master falconer Steve Layman shares his knowledge of 
birds of prey with donors on the Bird in Hand tour. 

WINDERMERE REAL ESTATE/SOUTH WHIDBEY

Candace Jordan
Keller Williams South Whidbey

Thank You To Our Business Sponsors
We Couldn’t Have Done It Without You! 

Greeters check guests in at the welcome table at the Roaming Radish.

Guests enjoy food and beverages while mingling with fellow supporters.
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Sea, Trees, & Pie 
Bike Ride

Sunday, July 23, 2017  10 am - 1 pm
WHIDBEY ISLAND

Whidbey CAMANO LAND TRUST 

Whidbey Camano Land Trust
765 Wonn Road, C-201
Greenbank, WA 98253
360.222.3310  |  www.wclt.org 

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 2

Mailed from 98253

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust is 
a nationally accredited land trust. The 
accreditation seal affirms that national 
quality standards are met.

 3 Sound Finances
 3 Strong Transactions
 3 Excellent Land and Easement Stewardship
 3 Effective Governance

Accreditation — A Mark of Distinction 

Event Details:
• Starting Line: Near Coupeville Ferry Terminal at State Park 

Birding Platform (across from Crockett Lake).
• 3 Loop Routes: 5, 10, and 20 miles (all approximate).
• Riders can do any combination of routes.
• This is a non-competitive bike ride. Helmets are required for 

all riders. No riders under age 6. 
• All riders get a slice of local pie at the finish line.

Registration Information:
• Sign up at www.wclt.org/bikeride.
• Early registration (closes at noon July 18):  

$30 per adult and $15 per child (ages 6-16).   
• Late registration (after noon on July 18):  

$40 per adult and $20 per child.
• Online registration closes at noon on Friday, 

July 21.

Thanks  
To Our 
Sponsors

www.wclt.org/bikeride  |  360.222.3310Register and learn more:
17-001-B

Ride for fun and a slice of pie!

2nd annual


