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View looking southeast from the beach at Barnum Point.
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Protecting the Point

Help Us Protect Stunning Camano Waterfront
In 1904, Bob Barnum’s grandfather,
Sterling Jones Barnum, purchased
110 acres of land with tidelands and
one mile of shoreline on the eastern
side of Camano Island. Soon after, a
barge from Everett packed with all his
worldly possessions slowly backed into
the southeast point of Triangle Cove,
landing at the picturesque corner of
Camano Island that would soon bear
his family’s name.
More than 100 years later, the Land
Trust is working swiftly to pursue
permanent protection of this historic
and ecologically-significant landscape.
In a flurry of activity last December,
and with a bridge loan quickly secured
from The Conservation Fund (an
amazing organization, learn more
at www.conservationfund.org), we

were able to act quickly to acquire
a crucially important 35-acre parcel
at Barnum Point before it was sold
to a private buyer. The property
is adjacent to the existing 27-acre
Barnum Point Park (owned by Island
County) and contains the majority of
an existing trail system.
These two side-by-side properties are
flanked by privately-owned uplands
and tidelands. A real and imminent
threat is the sale of the easternmost property, 17 acres of upland
and 20 acres of tidelands, held by a
Bankruptcy Plan Receiver. We are
working on a number of possible
ways to acquire this key property in
the very near term.
The larger vision for Barnum Point is
to greatly expand the existing 27-acre
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County Park to 129 acres, including
an additional 65 acres of upland, 37
acres of tidelands, and more than
5,000 feet of marine shoreline. The

View of 35 acres temporarily protected at Barnum Point, showing a field of wild roses and the gradual rise to the forested bluff.

expanded park will protect important
fish and wildlife habitat and provide
opportunities for low-impact
recreational use, including hiking,
beach walking, and birdwatching.
To that end, the Land Trust is
pursuing private donations and, in
partnership with Island County,
numerous government grants, to
secure funding to expand the County
Park and repay our bridge loan.
“Dad would be really happy, and my
uncles would be really happy too,”
Bob Barnum said of the potential
conservation plan for a larger County
Park. His father was born on the
property in 1905 and built the house
where his wife, Bob’s mother, lived
until she was 103 years old. The house
still stands on the southwest corner of
the Point.
Barnum Point has a wealth of
ecological value. It lies within the
Greater Skagit and Stillaguamish
Delta, which is a celebrated “Site
of Regional Importance” in the
Western Hemisphere Shorebird
Reserve Network. This area plays a key
migratory role for more than 20,000
shorebirds every year. And, more than
90 percent of western Washington’s
wintering waterfowl rely on the Delta.

This abundance of prey attracts an
exciting variety and large number of
raptors that regularly visit Barnum
Point and the tidelands around it.
Barnum Point is directly across Port
Susan Bay from the mouth of the
Stillaguamish River, a major salmonspawning river. It also guards the
entrance to Triangle Cove, one of the
County’s only non-diked estuaries,
which is an important refuge and
feeding area for the juvenile salmon
that migrate into the Cove from the
Stillaguamish River.
The mature forest and feeder bluffs on
the Point provide important inputs to
the marine ecosystem, including large
woody debris, shade, and “insect rain”
that comprise the bulk of the food that
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salmon depend on in this nearshore
habitat.
“It’s a special piece of property,”
Barnum remarked while describing
his relatives’ 100-year family reunion
at Barnum Point in 2004. The family
is eager to see this land protected
into perpetuity — land that their
grandfather worked hard to purchase
all those years ago.
You can help us succeed by becoming
a Land Trust member today to support
our ongoing effort to protect this iconic
property, as well as so many other atrisk lands and waters in Island County
that are essential to maintaining our
incredible quality of life on these
treasured Islands.

Staff Spotlight: Ryan Elting, Conservation Director
Why It Is Important to Protect Barnum Point
“The opportunity to protect Barnum Point is amazing and
unique. For such a prominent landform to be so lightly
touched is wonderful. The ability to make over a mile
of shoreline available to the public with one project is
incredibly rare. And the importance of the property for
wildlife and coastal habitats extends well beyond the
property boundary.”

