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LAND TRUST

Jan and Don Allen have lived on their Greenbank property since 1956. Over the decades, they’ve added hundreds of rhododendrons to their wooded landscape.

For the Love of Wildlife, Greenbank Couple Protects Wooded Property
Don and Jan Allen Have Gently Tended Their Forest and Garden for More Than 60 Years
If trees could talk, one can only
imagine what those on Don and Jan
Allens’ land would say.
For more than a half century, the
Allens have gently tended their wooded
Whidbey Island property, helping a
lush forest remain standing. Over the
years, the two avid gardeners have
added hundreds of rhododendrons
and other native plants to the
landscape, creating inviting habitat for
an abundance of wildlife, including
butterflies, bees, and other pollinators.
The Allens’ lives have been intertwined
with nature for a long time. Now both
85, they have enjoyed this intimate
setting with birds and chipmunks for 61
years. As they’ve grown older, however,
their concern for the future of their
land has increased.

Their fondness for the forest and the
creatures that inhabit it prompted
them to search for a way to protect
the land even after they’re no longer
around to look after it themselves.
This desire led them to the Whidbey
Camano Land Trust and, ultimately,
to a decision that will keep their land
protected permanently.
The Allens will donate a conservation
easement to the Land Trust that
ensures their 31-acre property will
always remain the same forested home
for wildlife it is today.
A conservation easement is a
permanent legal agreement between
a landowner and a qualified
organization, such as a land trust,
that places certain restrictions on a
property. In this case, the remaining

Pileated Woodpeckers are seen on occasion on the
Allens’ property. Photo by Carla and Lenny Corin.

development rights on the Allens’
property are going to be extinguished.
This agreement will stay with the
property regardless of who owns it in
the future.
The Allens, who have no children,
wanted that peace of mind.
continued on page 2
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Mission
We actively involve the
community in protecting,
restoring, and appreciating
the important natural
habitats and resource
lands that support the
diversity of life on our
Islands and in the waters of
Puget Sound.

Don Allen has seen trees go down,
and houses go up, not far from their
Greenbank home. “I understand that we
have to have logs to make houses, but
there’s got to be a balance,” he said. “Every
time I see a logging truck go by with a load of
logs, I think, ‘At least they’re not mine.’”
The overall landscape hasn’t changed much
since Don and Jan moved into a small
log-cabin-style house on the property as
newlyweds in 1956. They eventually built a
larger house on their original six acres and
purchased the 25-acre forest behind them.
Don worked mostly as a small engine
mechanic and served 37 years as a
volunteer with Central Whidbey Island’s
fire department, retiring as a battalion
chief. Jan spent 29 years working in the
county auditor’s office.
After their working days were over, they
spent more time enjoying their forest,
filled with second growth Douglas fir and
alder and a rich understory of ferns, red
huckleberry, and native blackberries. It’s also
home to a wide variety of birds, including
owls and three types of woodpeckers.

Don and Jan Allen’s property features a 25-acre forest behind
their home that includes second growth Douglas fir and alder.

“I love the birds,” Jan said. “If the deer stay
out of the garden, I even like the deer.”

The Allens haven’t cut any trees from
the forest. Over the years, the only wood
they’ve taken has been from fallen trees
they’ve used for firewood.

It’s been a peaceful setting for a couple
who has enjoyed one another’s company
for six decades — much quieter than the
first time they met. They were introduced
during a blind date at a demolition
derby in Port Angeles. Jan is from nearby
Sequim.

“We like the woods,” Don said. “It’s good
protection for the birds. And it’s private.”

“What a place to take your gal,” Don
mused.

Prioritizing for Our Shared Future: Updating Our Conservation Plan
Behind each of the shared Land Trust successes is our strategic Conservation Plan. It guides
us in selecting, prioritizing, and protecting the most important island landscapes. Recently,
we held three public meetings to gather community input for an update to the plan. We were
amazed that participants at each meeting all valued the same priorities!

Top Recreational Activities
1 Walking and Hiking

2 Beach Walking

3 Bird Watching

Why Land Protection is Important
1 Environmental Benefits

2 Wildlife Habitat

3 Open Space

There’s still time to share your thoughts on island conservation. Email us before December 31
at info@wclt.org (reference “Plan Update”). The Plan will be finalized by March 1, 2018.
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Retired Coupeville Schoolteacher Looks out for Forest Friends
Lidabeth Hicks Works with Land Trust to Save a Wildlife Oasis
When Linda Bartlett spotted
surveyors setting boundary markers
next to the forest behind her farm,
she got a sinking feeling in her
stomach. “I hoped it wasn’t for
development,” she said.
Bartlett, co-owner of Rosehip Farm
and Garden near Coupeville, asked
the surveyors why they were there.
To her relief, they told her they were
working with the Whidbey Camano
Land Trust, marking the boundaries
— not for development, but for
protection. “I was thrilled,” she said.
The 10-acre forest, on a ridge
overlooking Ebey’s Prairie, is being
protected because of the lifetime joy
one woman has experienced from
living next to it. Her house is nestled
right up against the woods.
Lidabeth Hicks, 96, a retired
Coupeville schoolteacher, has lived
on the property for 67 years. She
has such a love for the wildlife on
her land that she recently donated a
conservation easement to the Land
Trust to permanently protect the
forest and wetland.

Lidabeth Hicks, right, and Danielle Bishop, our land protection specialist, stand in front of the protected woods.

Without the conservation easement,
the forest could have been cut and
another home placed on it. However,
the forest, wetland, and wildlife
inhabitants were too important to
her. Hicks felt strongly that protecting
her property was the right thing to
do, saying, “I haven’t done anything

Hicks’ forest serves as a wildlife oasis
in the middle of hundreds of acres
of protected farmland, providing
diverse habitat for wildlife and a
windbreak for neighboring farms. Part
of the Land Trust’s vision is to create
wildlife corridors throughout the
islands to benefit our fellow
wild creatures.
Hicks spent decades developing
a deep connection to the critters
around her. “I want to protect the
wildlife,” Hicks said. “I see coyotes
occasionally and lots of squirrels and
chipmunks. There are all kinds of
birds. It’s quiet.” So quiet she can
hear the owls at night. “They talk to
each other,” she said.

heroic.” Exactly what a true hero
would say!
Alan Hancock, an Island County
Superior Court judge, was a student
in Hicks’ fourth grade class. From his
home, Hancock can see the woods
that Hicks protected. They’re the
same woods he and Hicks’ son, Eric
Hopkins, played in as kids. They even
rowed a boat around the wetland pond.
“She was very soft spoken but
she commanded respect for the
dignity she showed and the even
temperament she had,” he said.
“She’s a highly intelligent person
and was a great teacher. I learned a
lot from her. I think it’s a wonderful
thing she’s done.”
Although she loves to watch the
wildlife on her property, Hicks rarely
sits still. She practices every week in
the bell choir at her church and is
active with her walking club. “The
secret to a long life is to keep moving,”
she said. “I have many blessings.”

Hicks’ property includes a wetland that’s home to
amphibians and other wildlife.

And many friends in her forest.
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All the Ways You Give
Thank You for Supporting Us in So Many Ways!
You’re the key to our shared land legacy successes.
We appreciate all the wonderful ways you support us —
large and small!
Thank you for:
• Your generous financial support of our work
• Volunteering in the office and out on the land
• Telling us why the Land Trust matters to you
• Sharing our posts and liking us on Facebook
• Selecting us as your charity when you shop on
Amazon Smile
• Recording wildlife and plant species on our preserves
• Sharing great photos of island landscapes, wildlife,
and people out in nature
• Introducing family and friends to us at a tour, work
party, or a hike on one of our preserves

Include the Land Trust in Your Estate Planning
“The Whidbey Camano
Land Trust is a major
beneficiary in my estate
planning, and I don’t
want to be private
about it. In fact, my will
directs that the gift be
publicized, as I’d like
to encourage others to
support the Land Trust
in this way, as well.”
– Diane Kendy

Including the Land Trust in your will or as a beneficiary
of a retirement account or life insurance policy is
a simple, yet powerful way to ensure that future
generations are able to enjoy the treasured lands and
waters that you cherish today.
Anyone can make a bequest and no amount is too
small. If you do include us in your estate, please let us
know so that we can thank you during your lifetime.
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Donate Appreciated Stocks or Securities
“Donating stocks,
bonds and mutual funds
that have gone up in
value since you bought
them is a wonderful
way to support the
Land Trust. I donated
some shares I’d owned
for years. The Land
Trust quickly sold
them at the current
market price. I then was able to take that current
market value as a charitable deduction on my
income tax — with no capital gains tax on the
appreciation. What a sweet way to help!”
– Harry Anderson

Stocks, bonds, and mutual funds are easily donated
and can often provide you with exceptional tax
savings, as Harry Anderson of Coupeville found. You
should receive an income tax deduction on the full
value of the gift.

Make a Qualified Charitable Distribution
“Dealing wisely with
the tax consequences
of an IRA Required
Minimum Distribution
makes good financial
sense. Reducing taxes
by making a tax
deductible contribution
to the Land Trust is
especially satisfying
since it enables the
Land Trust to carry out its magical mission. The
contribution is easily arranged. We use the IRA
RMD as our source of charitable giving every
year. So much good with so little effort!”
– Sally and Tom Cahill

If you’re 70½ years old by December 31, 2017, you’re
eligible to make tax favored charitable gifts from an
IRA. Amounts given in this way count toward your
required minimum distribution and are excluded
from your gross income for the year of the gift.

Donor Spotlight: Jody and Grant Heiken
When asked why protecting our
island lands and waters is important,
Jody and Grant Heiken’s immediate
answers are — “Look out the window”
and “For generations to come.”
Jody adds, “I can’t effect change
anywhere except locally, in our own
backyard.”
So, instead of paying a mortgage on a
possible second home, the Freeland
couple is investing in helping us

Savanna Tassie likes to hide behind trees.

protect important lands today while
they’re alive. Then, to ensure we
continue to care for these special lands
in the future, they’ve also included the
Whidbey Camano Land Trust in their
estate plans.
Jody and Grant Heiken are unsung
heroes who are ensuring a land legacy
for generations to come.
We’re so grateful for their love of the
islands. Thank you both!

Grant and Jody Heiken love our islands. They’re
investing in land protection now and for the future.

Members of Whidbey Island Hike It Baby recently visited Del Fairfax Preserve. Photos courtesy of Sharlie Tassie.

Children with Hiking Group Gain Outdoor Education at Nature Preserves
Saying the word “coyote” is tricky for
2½ -year-old Savanna Tassie.

learned about the nonprofit group,
Hike It Baby.

But she knows what a coyote is. That’s
why she howls when she looks at
the interpretive panel that shows a
painting of a coyote and other wildlife
at Admiralty Inlet Preserve on Engle
Road south of Coupeville.

Started by a Portland, Oregon mother,
Hike It Baby is an organization with
a focus that warms our hearts —
getting families with small children
outdoors and on to trails. “Raising a
Generation to Love the Outdoors” is
the group’s slogan.

“It’s where she learned what a coyote
is,” said Sharlie Tassie, Savanna’s
mom. “She learned that from one of
those displays.”
Savanna loves to get outside and go
hiking with her mom. She’s been
doing that a lot lately since her mom

Sharlie Tassie, from Coupeville, started
a Whidbey Island chapter last year. She
and other moms and dads schedule
group hikes at various parks and
preserves across the island. They’ve
taken a liking to a few of the Whidbey

Camano Land Trust preserves,
including Del Fairfax Preserve near
Oak Harbor and Admiralty Inlet
Preserve.
“It’s all about getting families outside
in a safe, supported way,” Tassie said.
Sometimes, the group will host
stroller friendly or “toddler paced”
hikes, Tassie said.
Their goal in November was to get
outside for 30 minutes three times
per week or walk 30 miles.
To learn more about the group, check
out www.hikeitbaby.com.
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Camano Couple Makes
Wise Purchase for
Conservation Benefit

Popular Trail Will Stay Open
for Community Forest Visitors
Sometimes inspiration comes from
unexpected sources. For Janet St.
Clair and her husband, John Amell, it
came from a bird in a forest they were
visiting for the first time.
When the Camano Island couple
spied a Great Horned Owl staring
down at them as they walked a trail
next to Trillium
Community
Forest on
Whidbey Island,
they knew buying
the property
would be a wise
decision.
St. Clair and
Amell wanted to
invest in a piece
A Great Horned Owl
like this one on Whidbey of Island County
Island made quite an
property with
impression. Photo by
Craig Johnson.
wetlands that
would provide
both public access and a conservation
benefit. Unsuccessful in their search
for such a property on Camano,
they were guided by the Land Trust
to a 10-acre property next to the
community forest, a property that

Janet St. Clair and John Amell visit the land they recently purchased next to Trillium Community Forest.

has been a Land Trust conservation
priority for several years.
It met their requirements and St.
Clair and Amell recently purchased
the property, which includes a
wetland and a seasonal stream that
drains through two lakes before
finally entering Honeymoon Bay. It
also includes a portion of Dragonfly
Glades Trail, a popular route for
hikers. St. Clair and Amell intend to
keep that portion of the trail open for
public use.
“Expanding protected forest and
wetlands on the islands is incredibly
important and very difficult to fund
without creative, private efforts like
this one,” said Ryan Elting, Land

Trust conservation director. “Janet
and John are eager to donate a trail
easement that will permanently
ensure it stays open to the public.”
“It feels good to know that we’re
supporting our community and
providing recreational opportunities,”
Amell said.
The clincher came when their
daughter spotted the Great Horned
Owl in a tree just overhead, in broad
daylight, as if on cue. “He was just
there for us,” St. Clair mused.
Now the property will remain as it is
and provide permanent access to the
community forest and its wild and
wise residents.

A Healthy Trillium Community Forest was ‘Patrick’s Way’
If you attended a restoration thinning tour at
Trillium Community Forest, you would have seen
Patrick Janicki next to his father, Mike, sharing
their wisdom on forest management.
Land Trust staff members worked closely with
Patrick to determine the best way to restore
the overly dense forest to health. It was Patrick
who led the equipment operators and made
sure all the work was done correctly. When
the road, called Main Line Trail, was damaged,
Patrick oversaw the repairs. The parking lot off
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State Highway 525 is also the work of the Janicki
Logging Company.
Sadly, Patrick passed away August 18. He was 30
years old. Patrick was a great partner who was
instrumental in making the community forest
what it is today. In honor of all the work he did,
the Main Line Trail is being renamed Patrick’s
Way. A wooden bench also will be placed along
the trail to memorialize a wonderful individual
and great friend of the Land Trust who will be
greatly missed.

Patrick Janicki was instrumental
in helping shape Trillium
Community Forest. A trail is
being named in his honor.

Volunteer Spotlight:
John Barney

John Barney, right, and fellow volunteer Tom Cahill
building a new trail at Trillium Community Forest.

Dena Rebozo was one of nearly 40 people who came to our Barnum Point work party in September.

Volunteers Do Some Heavy Lifting in 2017

Caring for the Land Is an All-Out Effort Involving Many Hands
Many hands make light work and
nowhere is that more true than in
the world of stewardship.
This was another busy year for work
on the land. With new properties
to manage, trails to build, and
habitats to restore there was much
to be done. Fortunately, we have
amazing volunteers who are always
willing to lend a hand. Many of our
restoration activities require large

equipment, contractors, and grant
funding to complete.
On top of these large one-time
efforts, we have an even greater
battle of constant invasive plant
growth, trail damage, and signage
needs. It takes a combination of
volunteer efforts and some paid
workers to maintain and steward the
properties we manage. The efforts of
our volunteers are invaluable!

Few people know Trillium Community
Forest as well as John Barney, one of our
esteemed volunteer land stewards. This
year alone he’s logged more than 60
hours of volunteer work.
The Land Trust’s largest publicly
accessible property, Trillium Community
Forest has seven miles of trails to
maintain and thousands of invasive
plants to remove. Needless to say, there’s
no shortage of stewardship work to be
done, which is why you’ll see John out
there restoring habitat and maintaining
trails on a regular basis.
His latest project: removing invasive
English holly from the community
forest’s understory.

Holly — a Prickly Topic
English holly, though popular this
time of year, wreaks havoc on our
local ecosystems. English ivy, English
hawthorn, and English holly make up a
trifecta of invasive plants that crowd out
native vegetation and impact wildlife
habitat. Birds may enjoy their plump
berries in the short term but they also
spread their seeds, changing the forest
understory.

Volunteers Tom Nielsen, from left, Steve Holmberg
and John Boone in front of new kiosk at Glendale.

REI employees on a retreat remove Canada thistle
at Dugualla Heights Preserve on North Whidbey.

The result is that instead of offering a
variety of food types throughout the
year, forests with lots of holly have only
one thing on the menu — berries — and
all at once.
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Accreditation – A Mark of Distinction

The Whidbey Camano Land Trust is a nationally
accredited land trust. The accreditation seal is awarded
to land trusts meeting the highest national standards
for excellence and conservation permanence.

FSC Logo

Restoring a Native Prairie – Less than 1 percent of Whidbey Island’s native prairies still remain. One of
the largest of those sites exists at our Admiralty Inlet Preserve south of Coupeville. We’ve been working
for the last decade to enhance and expand our two prairies on this preserve.
This year alone, more than 35,000 native prairie plants have been planted on the site, two of only 12
places in the world where federally listed golden paintbrush occurs naturally.
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