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Barnum Point County Park is nearly 170 acres with a full mile of beach and 2.5 miles of forested trails. A grand opening is planned for 2019.

The late Bob Barnum’s greatest wish has been realized: 
The land that had been in his family for more than a 
century is now permanently protected.

PROTECTED
Thank yOu!

continued on page 3

Jerry Nielsen is eternally grateful that a 
beautiful piece of Camano Island will 
remain forever wild.

Nielsen, 80, lives on Barnum Road, a 
short distance away from Barnum Point. 
He’s watched countless Bald Eagles 
perched atop madrones there and 
listened to the soothing sound of waves 
for more than 70 years. Nielsen deeply 
appreciates the efforts of the Land Trust 
to permanently protect this iconic place.

Originally just 27 acres, Barnum Point 
County Park hadn’t been opened by 
the County because of site difficulties. 
After three years of work by the Land 
Trust, in partnership with Island 
County, Friends of Camano Island 
Parks (“FOCIP”) and you, our amazing 
members, the park has expanded six-

fold. It is now nearly 170 acres with 
a full mile of beach and 2.5 miles of 
forested trails. This achievement was 
made possible by a shared community 
vision, significant grant funding, and a 
groundswell of private donor support. 
Thank you!

“If it wasn’t for the Land Trust, 
Barnum Point would’ve been divided 
into millionaire lots,” Nielsen said. 

The success of the park expansion 
hinged on first acquiring a crucial 
35-acre property held by a bankruptcy 
company. We were within a half hour 
of losing the property to a private 
buyer. If that had happened, it would 
have ended the quest to create a 
signature park for Camano Island. 
This key property was acquired in 

December 2015, after securing an 
emergency bridge loan from The 
Conservation Fund.

Continuing work under immense 
time constraints, a second waterfront 
property, also under imminent threat, 

SAVED! A Natural Wonder
A Spectacular Camano Island Property Protected Thanks to You!
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Four miles of trails will always be open for kids and adults. 
Photo by Thomas Arthur.
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Mission

We actively involve the 
community in protecting, 
restoring, and appreciating 
the important natural 
habitats and resource  
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
islands and in the waters of 
Puget Sound.

Thank you! Your support recently 
protected a truly special 100-acre landscape 
on South Whidbey owned by the Whidbey 
Institute. A dramatically expanded 
conservation easement added 41 acres and 
increased forest and wetland protection 
eight-fold!

The enhanced protection safeguards 
the headwaters of the Maxwelton Creek 
watershed. It includes healthy mature 
forest, flourishing wetlands, steep slopes, 
and an important water recharge area. 
And, it guarantees the public has access to 
four miles of delightful trails.

Funding was from an Island County 
Conservation Futures Fund grant. This was 
more than matched by a significant donation 
of land value from the Whidbey Institute.

“I’m excited that the conservation easement 
at Whidbey Institute protects vital habitat 
located in the salmon-bearing Maxwelton 
Creek watershed while ensuring future 
generations have important trail access to 
this valuable forested area,” Island County 
Commissioner Helen Price Johnson said. 
“This is exactly the type of multi-benefit 
project our local resources should be 
supporting.”

Safeguarding a Watershed and a Wonderland
100 Acres Now Protected at Whidbey Institute
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To prevent sprawl and protect the 
property’s conservation values, existing and 
new structures are confined to “building 
envelopes.” The rest of the area will remain 
natural for wildlife and people.

The Whidbey Institute is a non-profit 
educational organization. It hosts year-
round workshops, retreats, and conferences 
for people of all ages and backgrounds on 
its property. It’s also home to the Whidbey 
Island Waldorf School. There, young 
students spend a lot of time learning in 
the out-of-doors, helping to form strong 
connections with nature.

Enhanced protection of the Whidbey Institute property safeguards the headwaters of Maxwelton Creek.



“The partnership of the 
Land Trust community 
and the County has been 
vital to the success of this 
project.”

– Bill Oakes, Island County 
Parks Director
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Barnum Point
Continued from page 1

was protected. That was thanks to 
more than 600 private donors who 
responded to an urgent fundraising 
campaign. This success was followed by 
acquisition of three low-bank waterfront 
lots and a 40-acre upland property that 
tied the park expansion all together.

In all, the $7 million project involved 
acquisition of six parcels, five of 
which are waterfront. Member 
donations allowed us to compete for 
and secure nine government grants 
providing the lion’s share of the 
funding. Working with archeologists 

and local contractors, six structures 
were removed and recycled to 
prepare the county park for visitors.

“Our members pay for our talented 
staff who used their considerable 
skills to overcome many challenges 
and complications to expand Barnum 
Point in what seemed an impossible 
endeavor,” said Debora Valis, Land 
Trust board president. “They guided 
the complex collaborative effort, 
including securing all the necessary 
funding. The community now has an 
amazing 170-acre waterfront park for 
the public to enjoy.”

The new park has immense ecological 
value. It features high bluffs, coastal 
forest, a secluded pond, extensive 
beach and tidelands, and incredible 
views of the Salish Sea, the Cascades 
and the Olympics. Barnum Point also 
provides critical refuge and feeding 
areas for juvenile salmon and is on the 

Pacific Flyway, a key stop for hundreds 
of thousands of migratory waterbirds.

“The creation and development of 
Barnum Point as a county park will 
produce a keystone park for Camano,” 
said Bill Oakes, Island County’s 
director of parks and public works. 
“The partnership of the Land Trust 
community and the County has been 
vital to the success of this project. 
Barnum Park will be a true jewel for 
Camano Island.”

For the first time in more than a 
century, the public is now able to 
experience the land’s spectacular 
natural features. A large part of 
Barnum Point County Park is already 
open to visitors. A grand opening for 
the entire park will take place in 2019.
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“It’s such a beautiful park,” said 
Tom Eisenberg, president of 
FOCIP, a volunteer group that helps 
maintain parks on Camano Island. 
“Everyone I meet who’s walked 
through it just absolutely loves it.”

Eisenberg and Nielsen became very 
concerned three years ago when 
rumors about Barnum Point’s 
future were rampant.

“The Land Trust was there in 
the right place at the right time,” 
Eisenberg said. “I’m totally grateful 
for everything the Land Trust has 
done on Camano Island.”

And, without you, saving this natural 
wonder wouldn’t have been possible. 
Thank you!
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Get ready! Coming next spring, 
Trillium Community Forest trail users 
will have a wonderful improvement. 
Volunteers are building a new trail 
segment off of the parking lot located 
at Pacific Dogwood Drive and State 
Highway 525. The new trail will allow 
hikers to enter directly into the forest 
instead of having to walk along the 
asphalt road, as is the case today. 

The new trail will be built alongside a 
forested wetland. It will join up with 
the popular Dragonfly Glades Trail 
which meanders through a Douglas 
fir forest, leading trail enthusiasts into 

Lorna and Ed Aites are island newcomers eager to help.

This dynamic duo recently moved to 
Whidbey Island and quickly jumped into 
caring for the land.

After seeing a Land Trust presentation at 
a Whidbey Audubon Society meeting, Ed 
and Lorna were inspired to become Land 
Trust members. Soon after, they joined 
one of our work parties, then another 
and another. Lorna and Ed are game for 
anything, from removing invasive plants 
to building new trails on Land Trust 
properties throughout the island.

In their free time, the Oak Harbor 
couple loves to explore Whidbey Island. 
They also enjoy local art, photography, 
venturing off-island, and volunteering 
with other local organizations. Even with 
their busy schedules, Ed and Lorna have 
found lots of time to care for Land Trust 
properties.

We’re excited and grateful to have such 
wonderful stewards join our community.  
Their hard work, smiles, and sense of 
humor have been invaluable.

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Edward and Lorna Aites

Happy Trails!
Big Improvement In Store at Trillium Community Forest

Community volunteers grub out a new trail at Trillium Community Forest during the summer.

We’d love to have you volunteer with 
us! Our needs range from caring for the 
properties you’ve helped to protect to 
taking photos to working in the office. Visit 
www.wclt.org/volunteer-opportunities to 
sign up! Or call or email Taylor at 360-222-
3310 or taylor@wclt.org.

Want to Volunteer?

Happy, hard-working volunteers catch their breath after trail work at Trillium Community Forest.

the middle of the Community Forest 
and more trail options. By avoiding 
the road, trail users will no longer 
have to share space with vehicles, 
improving safety and the outdoor 
experience.

Like to hike?
Find more trails to 
explore on Land Trust 
and other protected 
properties. Visit our 
interactive map on our website at 
www.wclt.org.
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Conserved: Historic and Scenic Crockett Lake Farmland
Conservation Easement Keeps Land in Agriculture

The Silliman Preserve in the Maxwelton 
Valley is going through a makeover. We’re 
transforming three acres of the preserve from 
a patch of invasive Himalayan blackberry 
bushes into a mix of native trees and shrubs.

More than 1,300 native plants, including 
willows, Douglas fir, big leaf maple, 
salmonberry, thimbleberry and snowberry, 
are being planted. In October, volunteers 
completed the first of several plantings that 
have already dramatically improved habitat 
for fish and wildlife. Maxwelton Creek, one 
of two salmon-bearing streams on Whidbey, 
flows through the preserve. Funding came 
from a generous legacy gift from Ned and 
Betty Lowry, donation from the Whidbey 
Island Garden Tour, and grant from the U.S. 
Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Restoration in Full Swing

The recently protected 72-acre property is presently in grass seed and hay production.

Local family farms and pastoral views 
continue to be protected thanks to 
your financial support. Recently, 
another large swath of fertile cropland 
adjacent to Crockett Lake in Central 
Whidbey was protected for farming 
and amazing scenic views.

Framed by Crockett Lake, Admiralty 
Inlet and the Olympic Mountains, the 
72 acres is currently being farmed for 
grass seed and hay production. The 
property is part of the historic Samuel 
Crockett Donation Land Claim and 
has been farmed for nearly 150 years. 
The conservation easement protects 

the property’s prime farmland soils 
and keeps them available for local 
crop production. The water quality 

of neighboring Crockett Lake and 
Admiralty Inlet also will be protected 
by safeguards in the easement.

Board member Scott Price, his wife Karen, and daughter Lydia plant live willow stakes.

Dick Hall of St. Augustine’s in the Woods Church greening congregation plants a tree in November.

A total of 900 yards of mulch was delivered to Silliman Preserve.
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McGeary and his wife, Sheryl Clough, support the 
Land Trust by donating appreciated stock.

In addition to supporting a cause you care about, 
gifting appreciated stock is one of the most effective 
means of tax savings available. You avoid capital gains 
taxes on the stock and you are eligible to receive an 
income tax  charitable deduction for the full fair 
market value of the stock at the time of the gift.  
“It’s a no-brainer for us,” Clough says.

Donate Appreciated Stocks or Securities

“Laurie and I give 
monthly because it’s 
easy and we’re helping 
preserve and enhance 
the local environment, 
the reason I moved here 
24 years ago.”

– Dan Weber

“And having it be 
automatic ensures 

we are constantly a part of this community 
treasure.”

Consider giving monthly to protect and care for the 
island lands and waters that matter most to you. 
The monthly amount you decide on is automatically 
charged to your credit card each month for as long as 
you want. It’s both EASY and efficient. 

Sign up by clicking the “DONATE” button at www.
wclt.org or call Jennifer at 360-222-3310 and she’ll 
help you set up your monthly giving.

Make an Automatic, Monthly Donation

“We share a 
common feeling 
that the world 
is progressing, 
technology is 
changing, but we 
still have to have 
land. We don’t 
always recognize 

the impact on what even an acre of trees has on 
our lives.”

Deadline to Save Island Lands
Saving island lands that matter most to you 
doesn’t happen by accident. Your donations to us, 
your local land trust, keep Whidbey and Camano 
islands the way you love. Vital habitat for wildlife. 
Lush forests. Family farms for local food. Long 
stretches of beach. Quiet beauty. Trails connecting 
you and, especially kids, to nature. Clean air and 
water.

We have $245,000 left to raise by December 31. 
Please consider making an additional year-end 
gift to keep saving and caring for these islands you 
treasure.

“You start an 
Individual 
Retirement Account 
when you are 
young, not knowing 
whether you will 
need it or not. If 
it turns out you 
don’t need it for 

retirement, it’s a great way to support a cause 
you care about.”

Make a Distribution from Your IRA

Starting at age 70½, you’re required to make annual 
distributions from your retirement account (known 
as Required Minimum Distribution). Up to a certain 
amount, these distributions can be made tax-free 
when directed to qualified charitable organizations 
like the Land Trust.

Valis, Land Trust Board President, and her husband, 
Steve Shapiro, decided to make such a distribution to 
the Land Trust this year. “The Land Trust has meaning, 
longevity, and purpose,” Shapiro says.

Different Ways You Give

– Debora Valis

– Bill McGeary

– Laurie Carron

Your extra gift will be doubled thanks to a 
few generous donors who created a $50,000 
matching challenge fund. They too know that 
THESE ISLANDS MATTER!
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To learn how to build a post bat house, go to www.
wdfw.wa.gov/living/projects/post_bat.html

Downy Woodpeckers Adjust to Winter Challenges
Species Contributes to Biodiversity of Local Forests

The Downy Woodpecker is the smallest woodpecker in 
North America. Photo by Craig Johnson.

Winter presents a two-fold problem 
for small, insect-eating birds. They 
need to find insects sheltering in tree 
bark or under leaf litter and they must 
survive cold nighttime temperatures. 
The Downy Woodpecker is equipped 
to handle both challenges.

The black and white 6-inch long 
Downy has a sharply-pointed bill to 
probe into bark fissures, and a long, 
barbed tongue and sticky saliva to 
capture dormant insects and other 
invertebrates. In winter, Downies 
often prefer to forage on insects 
protected inside plant galls.

Downy Woodpeckers frequently join 
mixed flocks of chickadees, kinglets 
and Red-breasted Nuthatches. This 
allows them to spend more time 
foraging and requires less individual 
watching for predators such as Sharp-
shinned Hawks or small owls. Male 
Downies tend to follow these flocks 
to the boundaries of their own 
territories, while females are more 
likely to wander on with the flock.

Smaller birds such as kinglets and 
Pacific Wrens can’t excavate their 
own roost chambers in trees and rely 

on abandoned Downy nest cavities. 
Downies also create up to eight 
territorial roost holes. Unused holes 
become cozy spaces for birds and small 
mammals such as bats or deer mice.

Winter survival is never easy for 
birds, but Downies have a cold-
weather adaptation to lower their 

Nature Focus: Bats

Whidbey Island’s Sarah Schmidt is 
smitten with bats. For 25 years, she’s 
studied, rescued, and rehabilitated them.

Schmidt, a wildlife biologist, recently 
shared her knowledge of bats with Land 
Trust members during a fascinating “Bat 
Talk.” She uses public education to shed 
light on one of nature’s most mysterious 
creatures of the night. Here are facts 
and observations she shared:

• Bats  aren’t blind or dirty and don’t 
get tangled in people’s hair. Bats groom 
themselves all the time.  And, less than 1 
percent of bats carry rabies.

• Nine species of bats are found in Island 
County. The little brown bat is the one 
we see most often on the islands.

• Bats are beneficial to the environment, 
devouring millions of mosquitoes and 
other flying insects.

• Bats generally only have one baby, or 
“pup,” at a time. Mothers nurse them.

• Bats locate flying insects by using a 
system known as echolocation. Prey is 
located by emitting ultrasonic sounds to 
measure the length of time before the 
sounds echo back.

A California myotis is one of nine bat species found 
in Island County. Photo by Sarah Schmidt.

Woodpecker holes create homes for other wildlife.

body temperature by 10 to 15 percent 
at night, thus reducing energy 
expenditure by controlled nocturnal 
hypothermia. This allows them to 
survive as far north as central Alaska.

Downies, along with Whidbey 
and Camano islands’ four other 
woodpecker species (Pileated, 
Hairy, Northern Flicker, and Red-
breasted Sapsucker), contribute 
to the biodiversity of local forests 
by providing shelter for birds and 
mammals which otherwise wouldn’t 
survive the winter.  In turn, those 
species control pests, spread seeds, 
and disperse nutrients throughout 
the forest. Perhaps a more descriptive 
name for our woodpeckers would be 
forest shapers.

•About the author: Steve Ellis is a 
noted Coupeville area naturalist.
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The cover image of the 2019 Whidbey Camano Land Trust calendar was taken by Julie Boyd.

A Natural Beauty
Pick Up Your Land Trust Calendar
The island beauty of all seasons is captured in the 
2019 Whidbey Camano Land Trust Calendar. 
Puffins, a mink, even Bruiser the elk, are on 
display, too.

This year’s calendar photo contest drew more 
than 300 photos from 75 photographers. The 
cover photo of Useless Bay and the Olympics was 
shot by Julie Boyd of South Whidbey.

The calendars are on sale for $15.00 at numerous 
retail outlets on the islands. Locations are 
listed on our website, www.wclt.org.  Thank 
you for shopping locally and supporting island 
businesses!


