
Strawberry Point Preserve’s new trail opening on May 16. Photo by Mark Sheehan.  
Photo on right, two volunteers helping install native plants at the Preserve’s parking lot. 

New Nature Trail on North Whidbey!

S P R I N G - S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

EXPERIENCE 
NATURAL SPACES

PASSIONATE 
ABOUT THE LAND

A TRIBUTE TO 
VOLUNTEERS

Take a walk through Land 
Trust protected properties. 3

Historic farmland saved for 
generations to come.  4-5
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Ready to explore a great new natural area on North Whidbey? 
The first half mile of trail will open May 16 on the Land Trust’s 
Strawberry Point Preserve. The preserve contains more than 
200 acres of mature forest, wetland and meadow habitat — 
a lovely landscape benefiting a wide variety of wildlife. 

All this was made possible by two generous landowners, 
your financial support and the impressive work of Land Trust 
volunteers. Go check it out! Parking is available near 2459 

Strawberry Point Road. The trail will be open to hikers, but dogs 
must be kept on leash to avoid chasing or disturbing wildlife.

But wait, there’s more to come! Land Trust staff and volunteers 
are working on another 1.2 miles of trail that will create a larger 
loop to the north. The expanded trail will open in the fall of 
2022. If you’d like to help build it, you’re invited to join one of 
several summer work parties. Just visit the “Get Involved” page 
on our website at www.wclt.org.

Beyond the Trees
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An Opening in the Distance
Take in the scenery of this meadow on the first phase of the Strawberry Point Preserve Trail. Board of Directors
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I well remember my first visit to what would 
later become the Land Trust’s Strawberry Point 
Preserve. It was in the spring of 2019, and I was 
hosting a small group of Land Trust members 
on an introductory tour.

A new trail route was in the initial stages of 
consideration. Fallen trees still crossed the path. 
Volunteers were busy coiling up old fencing 
materials. The forest wasn’t dense, but we 
were definitely in the woods. Then, suddenly, 
as we rounded a bend, we saw an opening in 
the distance—a sunlit field beyond the trees. 
It drew me forward wondering what other 
surprises might be in store. And reminded me 
of an article I had read years before about the 
design philosophy of Frederick Law Olmstead, 
best known for creating Central Park in New 
York City. 

Olmstead linked the purpose of publicly 
accessible park-like spaces to the idea of 
democracy and the notion that the physical and 
spiritual healing powers of nature should be 
available to many, not just a few. Such places 
should honor what he called the “genius of 
place,” that native plants should dominate, that 
everything should be natural, not contrived. 
And if contrivance was required, it should be 
just barely enough to meet the need. Natural 
features should be preserved. Visitors should 
feel connected to nature. 

Many of the Land Trust’s properties are open 
for low-impact outdoor recreation so long as 
conservation and habitat values are protected. 
The Land Trust’s trail designs, stewardship 
practices and programs also reflect the sense 
of place Olmstead thought essential to linking 
people with nature. 

The Strawberry Point trail now follows a 
different path. It skirts that sunlit field instead 
of passing through it, ensuring wild creatures 
have this important habitat to themselves. Now 
the sense of wonder and surprise I experienced 
on that first visit is still available to every visitor. 

This year, help celebrate the 200th anniversary 
of Frederick Law Olmstead’s birth by visiting 
some of the Land Trust’s many publicly 
accessible properties. Visit our website for more 
properties www.wclt.org/protected-properties/.

By Jay Adams

People of all ages enjoy the new nature trail. 

Find a Sense of Wonder on a Walk in the Woods
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Adventure Awaits

It’s that time of year again! The sun is out, flowers are blooming and wildlife is emerging. For directions to the first three described 
trails below, go to www.wclt.org/protected-properties/, search the property name and click Learn More or discover other properties.

It’s located on South Whidbey off Humphrey Road. Hike down a meandering bluff trail 
from the parking lot and explore more than half a mile of beach or kayak in from the 
Land Trust’s Glendale Beach just down the shoreline. Visit this preserve during the 
spring and summer months for a chance to see gray whales or orcas passing through 
the channel. Don’t forget your binoculars! Possession Sound Preserve is also an ideal 
place to fish or birdwatch. Be careful though; the hike back up from the shoreline has 
steep sections that may prove difficult for some people.

Possession Sound Preserve Trail
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Located between Freeland and Greenbank, the forest offers more than six miles of trails 
to hike, bike, ride your horse or take your leashed pup for a walk. Looking for an energy 
snack while you explore? Spring and summer are wonderful times to visit because of the 
variety of native wild berries (and Himalayan blackberries). Each of three parking lots 
offer a different experience, including the vigorous uphill climb from Smuggler’s Cove 
Road, the easier ADA trail off Bounty Loop, or the Tree Frog trail along  
a shady wetland from the Highway 525 access.

Trillium Community Forest Trails
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Located on North Whidbey, Del Fairfax is a place for easy adventure! A lovely universal 
access trail leads to the magic meadow where you can extend your hike by walking 
around the entire perimeter of the meadow or follow another short loop through the 
woods. The wide trail and low elevation gain make this an easy walk for young kids, 
strollers, wheelchairs or folks who have difficulty walking. Not to mention the high 
possibility of seeing wildlife. Your next adventure awaits!

Del Fairfax Forest Preserve Trail
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As the weather warms and you want to avoid crowds, Camano Ridge is the perfect place  
to explore. The 400-acre forest offers plenty of solitude; often you can walk the trails 
without seeing another person. The trails have different sections tailored for kids, dogs on 
leash, bicyclists or horseback riders. And if you want to escape the heat, enjoy the shade 
of the evergreen forest and the coolness of many creeks while you snack on ripe salmon 
berries. Find the two trailheads at www.wta.org/go-hiking/hikes/camano-ridge-forest-preserve.

Camano Ridge Trails
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Island Trails for Everyone to Enjoy
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Along the southern end of scenic Lone 
Lake, just a few miles from Langley down 
a private, one-lane dirt road named 
Country Lane, is the outline of what once 

was a farm of more than 50 acres owned 
by an immigrant family from Norway.

Within that original farm area is a 37-acre 
tract still used to raise hay and cattle 
by descendants of the Olsen/Gabelein 
family that has owned the property 
since 1890. It also contains a farmhouse 
built in 1901 and a barn built in 1942 
with lumber hewn from local timber at a 
sawmill that once stood on the north side 
of Lone Lake.

Now, thanks to the wisdom and 
generosity of the family, that 37-acre 
stretch of historic farmland will soon 
be protected forever from subdivision 
or development by a Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust conservation easement. 

Island County Conservation Futures 
Funds will be used to purchase the 
easement, with the family donating 
about 20 percent of the easement value.

The history attached to what will be 
called the Gabelein Trust conservation 
easement traces the growth of Whidbey 
Island for more than a century. The 
farmland was purchased by Norwegian 
brothers Otto and Anton Olsen and their 
wives when they moved to Whidbey 
from Ballard. The area had been logged 
in the 1870s and was first cultivated 
as farmland in the 1880s. Otto Olsen 
and his wife Caroline got the portion 
soon to be protected by the Land Trust 
conservation easement. For the first 
few years they lived in a log cabin where 

Family Passionate About the Land
Historic Farmland Protected Forever
By Harry Anderson

Planted nearly 120 years ago, Gravenstein apple trees adorn the legacy farm’s long stretch of Lone Lake waterfront. Photo by Mark Sheehan.

Barn Owl in Gabelein’s barn. Cara Hefflinger.



WHIDBEY CAMANO LAND TRUST     5

Cora, the first of their three daughters, 
was born. 

Cora Olsen later married Albert Gabelein, 
part of another family of early Whidbey 
settlers. The Gabelein family is well 
known for long involvement in many 
aspects of life on the south end of the 
island. When her parents became elderly, 
Cora and Albert took over the farm, even 
as he expanded his logging business. 
They grew potatoes and raised chickens 
and dairy cows, selling their eggs, butter 
and produce to customers in Langley and 
sometimes even in Seattle.

Les Gabelein, who farms the 37 acres 
today, recalls how his Whidbey ancestors 
often sold their harvests. “Grandpa Albert 
had a sailboat and Useless Bay used to 
come all the way up to where Highway 
525 is now,” he said. “So they would 
gather up what they had to sell and walk 
from Lone Lake to where the boat was 
tied up and then sail into Seattle. They 
also had a horse-drawn buggy, which  
we still have here, and that brought  
their farm harvest into Langley.” 

Les’s father, Raynard Gabelein, took over 
the farm in 1946 after his father died 
and farmed it continuously for almost 
60 years. Les took it over from his father 
about 20 years ago. 

“When Dad got ill, we moved him back 
into the old farmhouse where he was 
born and he passed away there,” Les 
said. “He was passionate about this land 
and our family’s connection to it.” 

After his father’s death, Les and his 
sister, Peggy Johnson, who both live 
on land adjacent to the family farm, 
began pondering how they might 
protect the farm from the rapid increase 
of development and subdivision of 
agricultural and forest lands on Whidbey. 
The 37 acres are now owned by a family 
trust that includes Les, Peggy and their 
brother Bob. 

“Dad was worried about what might 
happen if no more family members 
wanted to farm it after Les,” Peggy said. 
“So when we heard of the conservation 
easement idea, it was a perfect solution. 
Now it will always be set aside for 
farming, pasture and forest.”

The family worked with Pat Powell and 
Ryan Elting of the Land Trust to create 
the easement, which took several 
years. Because the value of the land 

has appreciated, the Gabelein family 
decided to donate a portion of the 
easement value they might otherwise 
have received. That made it certain the 
easement would be accomplished. “It 
was truly a generous demonstration of 
their love for this land,” Ryan Elting said. 

Les Gabelein already has plans to use 
the easement proceeds the family will 
receive. “We’re going to build a new barn 
to store the hay,” he said. “The old barn 
is falling apart. I’ll salvage what lumber 
I can from it, since it came from a local 
sawmill across the lake.”

The new barn will help assure future 
farming on land owned by the same 
family for more than 130 years. That 
seems especially fitting since the land  
the family has loved so dearly will now  
be protected forever.

A cow and her calf raised on the 37-acre farmland still farmed today. Photo by Cara Hefflinger. 

Otto and Caroline Olsen with two of their three daughters in front of the 
original 1901 farmhouse. Photo graciously supplied by the Gabelein family.

The barn, shown here, was built in 1942. Photo by Mark Sheehan.
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The Notable Virginia Rail 
By Jay Adams

The Virginia Rail, a secretive bird, 
is seldom seen but often heard. 
It lives on the verge of mires and swamps 
where on its outsized feet it stomps. 
Well, not stomps, but rather creeps  
to and from its favorite seeps. 
Comfortable walking in the mire, 
‘tho migratory, it’s a cautious flyer. 
It likes eating snails, worms and seeds, 
swallowing them whole among the reeds.
Listen for its “nyuk, nyuk” late or early.
That will be the bird, not Moe or Curly.

Trade Holly for Crabapple

Who doesn’t find an English 
holly tree with bright red berries 
attractive? Unfortunately, that 
cheerful harbinger of the holidays 
spells doom and gloom for the 
Islands’ local forests. While it may 
provide food for just a half dozen bird 
species, it is a highly invasive plant that 
takes over forest understories and ruins 
habitat for dozens of other plant and 
animal species.

Consider replacing the English holly in 
your yard with a native tree or shrub. 
Pacific crabapple is an excellent choice. 
Its abundant flowers provide food for 
pollinators and the small fruits feed 
wildlife in the late summer and fall. 
Pacific crabapple does well in sunny to 
partly shady areas with moist soils. The 
native forests will thank you!

Many Hands Make Light Work

That’s especially true in our ongoing 
stewardship work. Restoration and trail 
projects greatly benefit from partnering 
with volunteers and organizations such 
as the Washington Conservation Corps 
(WCC), a U.S. AmeriCorps program 

Field Notes
Outtakes from the Land Trust

aimed at creating future leaders. Each 
WCC crew consists of six young adults 
and a supervisor who together do 
incredible conservation work. The Land 
Trust is always elated to partner with the 
WCC to work on numerous natural areas 
throughout the Islands.  

 

 
 
Rigorous Financials

The Land Trust is a nationally-accredited 
organization of excellence with a 
proven record of sound finances, ethical 
conduct, responsible governance and 
lasting stewardship. The trust you have 
in us is apparent with the support you 
continue to give. Each year we engage 
an independent auditor to perform a 
full audit of the Land Trust’s finances. 
This assures strong internal controls are 
in place and our practices comply with 
all applicable laws. We have had a clean 
audit every year for 20 years! 

Affordable Farm For Sale

The Land Trust is seeking a farmer to 
purchase a 156-acre property near 

Crescent Harbor on North Whidbey. 
The property includes about 91 acres 
of farmland with existing agricultural 
structures. It also includes 65 acres of 
conservation land. The selected farmer 
will acquire the property, subject to 
conservation easements, for the cost of 
the farm land and improvements. The 
option exists to retain one residential 
development right, depending on the 
buyer’s housing needs. Please email  
    ryan@wclt.org to inquire.

It’s Because of  You!

Your generous financial support  
of the Land Trust’s mission helps 
us protect our Islands’ best 
places. To date we’ve protected 
more than 10,386 acres, including 
6,178 acres of forest and farmland 

and 4,208 acres of wetlands, bluffs 
and tidelands. This year alone, we 

expect another 1,000 acres to receive 
permanent conservation status. Each 

dollar you donate is leveraged 13-fold 
to accomplish these amazing results. 
Congratulations and Thank You!

Monthly recurring donations are 
a popular and easy way to give 
support to the Land Trust. Take it 
from Matthew Black, a loyal Island 
Sustainer, “I set it up once and then 
know my donations will be done 
consistently without me having to 
think about it. It helps me feel like I 
am a consistent part of a community 
of other people trying to do good!” 

Become an Island Sustainer by 
choosing the “recurring” box when 
donating through our website. www.
wclt.org. Or set it up with your bank 
to send a check monthly.

Become an Island Sustainer

Virginia Rail by Hal Trachten
berg

.
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MEET OuR 2021 VolunteeRs
Charles Adams
Jay Adams
Edward Aites
Lorna Aites
Jaqueline Alvarez
Cynthia Ambrosio
Harry Anderson
Rebecca Anderson
Hector Armendariz Vazquez
Scott Ashworth
Gayle Austin
John Barney
Sandra Barney
Jayanne Bixby
John Boone
Connor Booth
James Booth
Peter Borden
Jordan Brackett
Ben Breedlove
Debra Brickel
Tony Brickel
Jason Brown
Garrett Carney
Teji Carney
Laurie Carron
Ann Casey
Robert Chapman
Taylor Chapman
Candy Charlwood
Robin Charlwood
Christy Chong
Courtney Clody
Lenny Corin
Tanner Coziahr
Malcolm Cumming
Russ DeMent
Vicki Demetre
John Edison
Douglas Eldridge
Steve Ellis
Julian Emata
Jessica Erickson
Alysha Ewing

Christopher Fay
Alicia Feinauer
Jason Feinauer
Luis Ferrer
Christopher Finney
Jorge Flores
Colleen Fox
David Freed
Desirae Frisbie
Stephanie Garlichs
Vaughan Garrison
Thomas Garrod
Andre Gorski
Brandon Grammer
Cash Hajny
Cleveland Hall
Janet Hall
Dale Hart
Pam Headridge
Cara Hefflinger
Brei Heidorn
Grant Heiken
Jody Heiken
Jill Hein
Lamar Henderson
Dustin Herig
Stephen Hernandez
Gary Hess
Sarah Hess
Jennifer Hickey
Mark Hickey
Donna Hinshaw
Steven Holmberg
Chris Holt
Anne Huggins
Margaret Johns
Mark Johnson
Brian Keeler
Sally King
Emilee Lamb
South Whidbey High School 
 Leadership Class
Lori LeVander
Jerry Lloyd

Caifeng Long
Matt Long
Nancy Luenn
Gretchen Luxenberg
Devin Lytle
Sara Maher
James Margard
Jeff Margraf
Josh Margraf
Lisa Margraf
Jacob Martin
Samantha Martinez
Daniel Matlock
Maki Matsuno
Celia Metz
Terry Metz
Illiyaz Mohammed
Jennifer Muzzall-Jones
Gloria Nemechek
Paul Nemechek
Anngaylia O’Barr-Breedlove
Tim O’Brien
Jared Omoto
Brittany Ortega
Joanne O’Toole
Diana Payan
Bob Payton
Sue Payton
Bill Poss
Gail Prichard
Judy Prichard
Kaualani Raabe
Dustin Rabine
Steve Raymond
Tony Richter
Jaylen Ricks
Jeffrey Ried
Lee Roof
David Ruiz
Clark Sarbaugh
Mary Jane Sarbaugh
Alexander Schielke
Marie Shaw
Mark Sheehan

Colleen Skinner
Mike Skinner
Jana Kay Slater
Fay Smith
Kathy Smith
Leigh Smith
Jim Somers
Michael Stansbury
Pamela Stein
Erika Steiner
William Stelle
Mary Stewart
Nick Stolle
Antwaun Stover
Zachary Street
Kileigh Thomas
Edison Tiamson
Christopher Tormey
Deborah Trainor
Juliet Trainor
Thomas Trimbath
Rebekah Turner
Spencer Tylique
Tim Verschuyl
Carrie Viers
Haley Viers
Michael Viers
Dan Weber
Daniel J Weber
Bruce Whiteman
Dennis Willson
Janett Wingett
Saquisha Woods
Robert York
William Young
Sherry Zoars
Citlalic Zuniga

Thank You for Your Stellar Work!
With whole-hearted appreciation, 
we are profusely grateful to the 180 
volunteers who invested their time 
and energy for these Islands in 2021. 

From stewardship work parties and 
capturing the perfect photos to in-kind 
services such as surveying and legal 

help to lending a hand in our office, the 
work you do plays a vital role in advancing 
our mission. We look forward to working 
together more in the year ahead!

To join us for upcoming volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.wclt.org/get-
involved/volunteer/.

Did we miss your name?
Please contact us at info@wclt.org  
or at 360.222.3310.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE 17 JULY 9

Admiralty Inlet Preserve 
Guided Hike
Coupeville

Trillium Community Forest 
Birding Walk

Freeland

Trillium Community Forest 
Guided Hike

Freeland

Barnum Point County Park 
Guided Hike

Camano Island

2023 Calendar
Photo Contest

Submit Your Photos

2022 Sea, Trees, & Pie  
Bike Ride Kick-Off

Ebey’s Reserve

JUNE 4 JUNE 5 JUNE 7 JUNE 14

10:00 am 9:00 am 10:00 am 10:00 am

DUE TODAY!

JULY 19
Possession Sound Preserve 

Guided Hike
Clinton

10:00 amRegistration opens on 
June 15

 AUGUST 20
Keystone Farm and Forest 

Geology Hike
Coupeville

10:00 am

AUGUST 16*
Land Trust Member Picnic 

Camano
Kristoferson Farm

Invitations to come

AUGUST 19*
Land Trust Member Picnic 

Whidbey
3 Sisters Family Farm

Invitations to come

ONGOING
Work Parties

New dates added periodicallly. 
Visit https://www.wclt.org/get-in-

volved/volunteer/ or scan QR 
code for more information.

*Don’t miss out on these member-only events! Become a member today to hear about more upcoming events. 
Scan the QR code or visit https://www.wclt.org/get-involved/ to join the Land Trust, register for events and work 
parties, or submit photos for the photo contest. Questions? Call 360.222.3310 or email info@wclt.org.

Check back often for more 
guided hikes and fun events 
happening this summer!

MORE TO COME
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