
Admiralty Inlet Preserve. Photo by Dave Wechner.

The Earth Matters Every Day

continued on page 2

S P R I N G - S U M M E R  2 0 2 1

NEW JEWEL ON 
SOUTH WHIDBEY 

KEEPING PLACES 
FOREVER WILD

A TRIBUTE TO 
VOLUNTEERS

Possession Sound Preserve 
to open in June.  3

Lands and waters saved  
solely for nature’s sake.  4

Our dedicated volunteers 
rose to a challenge.  6

It’s no coincidence that Earth Day happens every April — 
a time that brings hope, renewal, longer days and bluer skies. 
Over the years, this annual event has grown to become one of 
the world’s largest civic celebrations. The message is simple. 
Inspire people to act toward protecting the environment and 
the need for conservation. 

Events of this past year seemed to really bring this theme into 
focus. Because of the pandemic, we spent months isolated from 

friends and neighbors.  When COVID cases soared, 
nature remained a safe place to connect and find solace in 
an uncertain time. 

If the pandemic taught us anything, it should be that we are 
all linked to this world we share. The more we contribute 
to greenhouse gas emissions, the further we fuel climate 
change. The more habitats we encroach on, the more species 
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we lose. The more choices we make that are 
unsustainable, the more we reduce the earth’s 
habitability for all living things. 

At times, our mission to protect the treasured 
lands and waters on Whidbey and Camano 
islands seems formidable. Then we remember 
what’s at stake and we’re thankful for your belief 
in what we do. And your support to preserve and 
steward the wild, wonderful places we all cherish. 

Kellie Tormey has recently joined the Land 
Trust as the Community Engagement Director 
bringing three decades of experience in ex-
ternal affairs in the corporate, nonprofit and 
healthcare sectors. She is passionate about 
land and wildlife conservation and believes they 
are vitally linked to individual and community 
well-being.  

A graduate of the University of Washington and 
Seattle native, Kellie and her husband Chris 
have lived full time on Whidbey since 2013. She 
considers her new role a ‘dream job.’ “The Land 
Trust is so well regarded, it’s a privilege to work 
with our community partners and donors who 
make preservation possible,” she said.

A Voice for the Land

The importance of wild places has come into even greater focus during the past year. Photo by Joyce Swanson.

While the message of Earth Day is simple, it 
inspires us to act every day. For all us at the 
Land Trust, every day is earth day. Thank you 
for sharing the journey.

 
On behalf of the Board and Staff 
of the Whidbey Camano Land Trust

GiveBIG, a statewide fundraising campaign, is May 4-5. You can make a 
donation now by visiting our GiveBIG profile page at www.givebigwa.org  
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Possession Sound Preserve
A saltwater jewel opens in June
Susan Berta is ecstatic about the Land Trust’s new waterfront 
preserve on the shores of Possession Sound. A Land Trust 
member, she has a big heart for whales and other marine 
animals in the Salish Sea.

“Some of my favorite Southern Resident orca viewing has been in 
Possession Sound,” said Susan, co-founder of the Orca Network.

Possession Sound Preserve in Clinton will offer many exciting 
options for viewing and enjoying nature, including low-
impact recreation. Visitors will marvel at the serene forest 
and expansive views of the Cascade Mountains and water. 
Access from the shoreline trail leads to a half-mile stretch of 
saltwater beachfront. 

“I’ve never seen so many hummingbirds in one area,” said Cathi 
Bower, who has conducted bird surveys on the property for the 
Whidbey Audubon Society. “It’s such a diverse habitat that in 

one swath you can observe most of the 232 bird species on our 
Whidbey checklist.”

The preserve will allow visitors to take a quiet walk on the shore, 
birdwatch, fish, or just relax and reflect on a bench. Sightings of 
gray, orca and even humpback whales are common offshore.  

“I’m super excited about Possession Sound Preserve,” said Jessica 
Larson, the Land Trust’s stewardship director. “This preserve has 
it all — a nice forest for walking and the shoreline and bluff is 
amazing. It’s a site where people can enjoy nature at its best.” 

The Land Trust was able to permanently protect the land in 
2019 thanks to funding from its generous donors. Their support 
enabled staff to compete for and secure federal, state and 
local grants. The purchase saved a critical functioning marine 
ecosystem from potential development. 

Check out www.wclt.org in June for more details on the opening.

Soon you’ll be able to soak up gorgeous scenery and connect with nature at this new South Whidbey preserve. Orca photo by Cara Hefflinger.

Site stewards Laurie Carron and Dan Weber invested more than 500 
volunteer hours in 2020.

$2.2 Million 
Secured!

Thanks to your support, 
Land Trust staff secured 

the competitive grant 
funding needed to make 

Possession Sound 
Preserve a reality. 
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Only a few hundred feet from a busy 
Whidbey highway exists another 
world. A place teeming with life on a 
spring afternoon. Where fern fronds 
unfurl toward the sky. Young skunk 
cabbage emerges from a shallow  
wetland and salmonberry reveals its 
pink blossoms.

Out of context in this forested wet-
land is a pile of shavings the size of 
an ant hill at the base of a hemlock 

tree. Yet its purpose soon becomes 
quite clear. 

“That is a large Douglas squirrel 
midden,” said Steve Ellis, a Land Trust 
member and lifelong naturalist. The 
mound, he says, is the squirrel’s dis-
cards from dining on the tasty seeds 
inside conifer cones. “It must feel 
safe to eat in that spot,” Steve laughs. 
“That’s a really big pile of scales.”

The safe haven for this squirrel is a  

‘Forever Wild’ tract of land protected by 
the Land Trust. These areas have been 
established for the full benefit of nature. 
They are made up of habitats where wild 
creatures and plants can flourish without 
the intrusion of human activity — no 
excess noise, light, traffic, recreation and 
domestic animal predation. 

“The various parts in a habitat – flora, 
fauna, fungi — are all interdependent 
on each other,” Steve said. “They 

FoReveR Wild
A place where nature reigns

A large, forested tract of land near Freeland was slated for development until a visionary donor stepped in, purchased the property and donated a  
conservation easement to the Land Trust, ensuring it will remain forever wild. 



WHIDBEY CAMANO LAND TRUST     5

develop over time to create dynamic 
ecosystems.”

When humans enter the equation, a 
shift occurs. Walking in a forest com-
presses the soil on roots, weakening 
trees. Pets frighten and kill wildlife. 
Non-native plants are introduced from 
seeds on shoes and clothing. These 
human disruptions have detrimental 
impacts over time. 

Dan Matlock, Land Trust board member 

and retired biology professor, agrees. 
“It’s no secret that wild spaces have 
been shrinking,” he said. “Forever Wild 
areas have the ability to ‘seed’ adjoining 
lands with native plants and animals 
that might otherwise disappear.”

The benefits run even deeper.  
Natural lands help the environment 
by reducing flooding and filtering 
run-off leading to cleaner waters. 
Forests sequester carbon and help 

combat climate change.  And wild 
areas support and protect biodiversity.

Wild lands improve the overall health 
of all living things.  “People need to 
get out and have the opportunity to 
experience nature,” Ellis said. “They 
simply don’t have to be in every forest, 
walk each beach, or tromp through all 
the wetlands.”

There’s one particular squirrel who 
couldn’t agree more.

Forever Wild lands give plants and wildlife, such as this Great Horned Owl family, habitats to flourish.

Leaving the flora alone allows birds, mammals, 
amphibians, and invertebrates to go about the 
purpose of reproduction. These in turn help 
repopulate areas that humans frequent. Habitats 
left alone are a sort of nursery for wildlife.

“
– Steve Ellis, Land Trust member and lifelong naturalist

Photo by M
artha Ellis

Photo by Pam
 Headridge

Photo by Cara Hefflinger

Photo by Ryan Elting
Photo by Colleen Skinner
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Volunteers Make 
Our World Go 
‘Round
Even when that world is upside down.

Land Trust volunteers were true heroes 
in 2020 despite challenges posed by the 
pandemic. The year began with promise. 
A Martin Luther King Day tree planting at 
Trillium Community Forest drew 18 peo-
ple. But when news of COVID-19 broke, 
all but one of the remaining work parties 
were cancelled to keep volunteers safe.

That didn’t stop Land Trust site stewards 
and others from rolling up their sleeves 
and working independently. Their contri-
butions helped keep preserves safe and 
thriving so the public could enjoy nature 
during a time when many other activities 
were limited.

Site stewards, who monitor and care 
for specific preserves, tallied more than 
2,000 hours of service — a 30 percent 
increase from 2019.

Cleveland Hall woke up one morning this 
spring wondering if it was a good idea 
to plant seedlings on a rainy day.  As the 
day turned from drizzle to brightness, 
her spirits rose. Standing on the prairie, 
she heard a bald eagle whistle. 

“There are so many fun things 
about this project,” said Cleve-
land. “Every year, we find 
new plants we didn’t know 
were here. I get a thrill trying 
to figure out what they are.”

Cleveland is a devoted Land 
Trust volunteer. She works with 
fellow volunteers Vicki Demetre and 
Mark Sheehan to restore native prairie 
at Admiralty Inlet Preserve. Their efforts 
center on the recovery of endangered 
golden paintbrush and other native 
species on two rare remnants where the 
plants once thrived. 

Each year, staff and these volunteers 
collect thousands of tiny seeds from 
prairie plants. The seeds are meticulously 
cleaned, stored, then propagated in small 
containers and raised beds in the Land 
Trust’s nearby nursery. In the fall, up to 
20,000 native plant seedlings are trans-
planted into the prairie soil. Depending 

View a fun slideshow about the prairie species you can see at Admiralty Inlet Preserve at www.wclt.org.

A Prairie Rises
Devoted volunteers key to restoration success

on the success of the seed harvest, a 
few hundred to more than a thousand 
become the showy golden paintbrush. 

When the Land Trust acquired the prairie 
property in 2005, only 56 golden paint-

brush plants remained.  Since then, 
that number has soared as high 

as 3,600. At peak bloom in May, 
golden paintbrush as well as 
common camas, western 
buttercup, and other native 
species dot the land. Many 

species of wildlife depend 
on this complex ecosystem for 

survival such as butterflies, insects, 
reptiles and birds. 

“With the help of volunteers like Cleve-
land and Vicki, it’s been a pretty success-
ful operation,” said Mark, who managed 
the restoration work for more than a 
decade. He recently passed the torch to 
Kyle Ostermick-Durkee, the Land Trust’s 
stewardship specialist. “It seems like 
we’ve been working here forever but now 
there’s light at the end of the tunnel.”

Thanks to the generosity of Land Trust 
donors and the passion of these dedicat-
ed volunteers, the sun is shining on this 
blooming prairie once again.  

Cleveland Hall, left, and Vicki Demetre devote 
hundreds of hours to prairie restoration. 
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MEET OuR 2020 VolunteeRs
Charles Adams
Jay Adams
Edward Aites
Lorna Aites
Harry Anderson
Scott Ashworth
John Barney
Sandra Barney
Matthew Black
Ellie Boone
Jake Boone
John Boone
Julie Boyd
Ben Breedlove
Tom Cahill
Sally Cahill
Margaret Carney
Laurie Carron
Ann Casey
Robert Chapman
Candy Charlwood
Robin Charlwood
Patricia Coffey
Oona Coffey
Lenny Corin
Cathy Darracott
Vicki Demetre

Gregory Denton
Michael Dewey
Brenda Dewey
Deborah Dix
Sharon Dunn
John Edison
John Elsbree
Christopher Fay
Matt Ferguson
Luis Ferrer
Stephanie Garlichs
Josephine Hadlock
Amy Hadlock
Cash Hajny
Cleveland Hall
Janet Hall
Pam Headridge
Cara Hefflinger
Grant Heiken
Jill Hein
Sarah Hess
Gary Hess
Steven Holmberg
Jennifer Holmes
Chris Holt
Brittany Inbody
Dane Jorgenson

Kira Jorgenson
Teresa Jorgenson
Patrick Kennedy
Harry Laban
Jann Ledbetter
Matt Long
Gretchen Luxenberg
James Margard
Jeff Margraf
Josh Margraf
Rachel Margraf
Lisa Margraf
Darrel Martin
Dan Matlock
Michael McGarry
Alex Morgan
Ben Morgan
Jennifer Muzzall Jones
Scott Newcombe
Anngaylia O’Barr-Breedlove
Harvey Omoto
Sue Payton
Bob Payton
Gail Prichard
Steve Raymond
Jo Reeves
Joyce Richards

Clark Sarbaugh
Mary Jane  Sarbaugh
Barbara Schmuki
Mark Sheehan
Dyanne Sheldon
Colleen Skinner
Mike Skinner
Leigh Smith
Jim Somers
Michael Stansbury
Pamela Stein
William Stelle
Thomas Trimbath
Debora Valis
Michael Viers
Haley Viers
Quintin Viers
Abby Weaver
Dan Weber
Dennis Willson
Janett Wingett
William Young
Citlalic Zuniga

Did we miss your name?
Please contact us at info@
wclt.org or at 360.222.3310.

To our volunteers who invested their 
energy for the land, we express our 
whole-hearted appreciation. The work 
you do — from planting and resto-

Thank You for Going Above and Beyond!
ration, to snapping nature photos and 
assisting in our office — plays an import-
ant role in advancing our mission. We look 
forward to reconnecting in the year ahead.

To join us for upcoming volunteer 
opportunities, visit www.wclt.org/
get-involved/volunteer/



You Love These Islands. Why Not Invest in Their Future?

765 Wonn Road, C-201
Greenbank, WA 98253

(360) 222.3310
www.wclt.org

Sound Finances
Ethical Conduct

Responsible Governance
Lasting Stewardship

Legacy gifts are vital to the Land Trust’s future. They ensure we 
can continue to preserve and steward environmentally- 
important properties. You are rewarded with knowing the lands 
and wildlife you care about will be safeguarded for genera-
tions to come.

Legacy gifts come in many forms and can be easily integrated 
into your estate plan as cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, or 
retirement assets. As a visionary donor, you become part of 
our Legacy Circle, a distinction we recognize through publica-
tions and events.

Leave your footprint on the earth.

A legacy gift was the perfect match 
because preserving land was one of 
our top interests. We always planned 
to leave the Land Trust in our will. It 
ensures our wishes will be carried out.

“

Diane Kendy, Legacy Circle donor 
and Land Trust member since 1995. 

Each year, more lands and shorelines are being lost to  
development in Island County. You can help rewrite the future 
with an estate gift to the Land Trust. If you have already includ-
ed us in your will, please let us know so we can acknowledge 
your generosity and ensure your legacy.  To learn more, call 
Kellie Tormey at 360.222.3698 or visit our website at  
www.wclt.org. Your estate or tax adviser can provide more 
information about what type of gift will work best for you.
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