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The Donald Borgman Nature Preserve is on the site of a homestead that dates back to the early 1900s. The preserve offers wildlife habitat, forest, wetlands, and open fields.

Bruiser, Whidbey Island’s lone elk, frequents the 
Borgman Preserve. Photo by Rodney Simmons

continued on page 2

The Donald Borgman Nature Preserve, 
North Whidbey’s newest protected area, 
comes with a ringing endorsement: 
Bruiser appears to love the place.

The preserve is a playground for the 
island’s lone resident elk, nicknamed 
Bruiser, and is now permanently 
protected thanks to a lifelong islander’s 
love for his idyllic property. 

Donald Borgman, third-generation 
owner of a 127-acre property near 
Strawberry Point on North Whidbey, 
donated 88 acres to the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust for a wildlife 

preserve. He also donated an 
agricultural conservation easement on 

the 39-acre farmstead where farming 
will continue.

Borgman’s generosity permanently 
protects a property that reflects an earlier 
time when Oak Harbor was largely 
a farming community. Aside from 
beautiful pastoral and mountain views, 
the preserve also features a mosaic of 
wildlife habitats, including freshwater 
wetlands, coniferous and deciduous 
forest, and open fields.

This was a wonderful opportunity 
for the Land Trust to protect a large, 

Creatures Large and Small at Home on Donald Borgman Nature Preserve
Bruiser the Elk Gives Protected Property His Stamp of Approval



“The Donald Borgman 
Nature Preserve will be a 
great place to get out in 
nature on North Whidbey 
Island.”

– Ryan Elting, Conservation 
Director
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Mission

We actively involve the 
community in protecting, 
restoring, and appreciating 
the important natural 
habitats and resource  
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
islands and in the waters of 
Puget Sound.

Borgman Preserve
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contiguous area for habitat conservation. 
The habitat certainly has Bruiser’s stamp 
of approval. The majestic bull elk has lived 
in the rural Strawberry Point area since 
2012 after swimming across Skagit Bay to 
the island.

“Bruiser is seen frequently on and around our 
new wildlife preserve,” said Ryan Elting, Land 
Trust conservation director. “It’s definitely an 
important part of his home range.”

Birds and other wildlife also are quite fond 
of the place. A year-long survey on part of 
the Borgman property, by Jay Adams and 
Ruth Richards of the Whidbey Audubon 
Society, identified 62 species of birds, 
including five different types of raptors 
and four woodpeckers, among them the 
Pileated Woodpecker, a state at-risk species. 
The survey did not include the forested 
part of the property, which means many 
more species that depend on the wildlife 
preserve remain to be added to the list.

“What I noticed is it has a good diversity 
of habitat with a lot of hedgerow edge, 
which is important for lots of birds and 
other wildlife,” said Sarah Schmidt, an avid 
birder who recorded 27 bird species on the 
preserve in one afternoon.

The Land Trust raised $75,000 from private 
donors, including a $10,000 donation from 
the Whidbey Audubon Society, to pay costs 
and accept the land and easement. Funding 
is still needed to provide public access to the 
preserve, according to Pat Powell, Land Trust 

executive director. Plans include construction 
of a small parking lot and about a mile-long 
hiking trail winding through the preserve. 
Depending on fundraising success, it might 
be another few years before the preserve will 
be open to the public.

The Land Trust also is exploring ways to 
expand the preserve, which would protect 
even more wildlife habitat and create 
more ways for visitors to experience the 
outdoors.

“The Donald Borgman Nature Preserve 
will be a great place to get out in nature on 
North Whidbey Island,” Elting said. “There 
also is an opportunity to protect some 
more really fabulous and diverse habitat.” 
This summer, we applied for an urban 
wildlife grant through the Washington State 
Recreation and Conservation Office to help 
make this vision a reality.

Meanwhile, the Land Trust is working 
on a management plan for the preserve, 
including its most regal inhabitant. “We’re 
certainly considering Bruiser and how to 
least impact him in our planning for the 
preserve,” Elting said.

Joyce Peterson passed away peacefully at home on July 19. 
Joyce lived a full, vibrant and intentional life, with strong 
family ties and deep connections in the local community, 
combined with a joy of travel and love of the natural world. 
Joyce’s passion for protecting the islands and her bright inner 
light, intelligence, and pragmatism brought great value to the 
Land Trust Board on which she served for the past 1½ years. 
Joyce left us way too soon but she lives on in our hearts.

In Memory of Joyce Peterson



Fall 2018 Newsletter | 3         

Fran Burnside’s dearest childhood 
memories are rooted on the shores 
of Camano Island where she and two 
brothers spent childhood summers at 
her grandparents’ property on Elger 
Bay. They rowed boats, fished for sole, 
dropped  crab pots, and explored 
Arthur and Frances Gough’s 72 acres 
of beach, woods, and wetlands.

“We’d get out of the car and, before 
we even unloaded our suitcases or 
took anything into the house, we’d 
get in the boat and take crab traps 
out,” Burnside remembers. 

Burnside’s parents, John and Ruth 
Richmond, later inherited the property. 
This July, Burnside and her relatives, 
on behalf of the Gough/Richmond 
families, donated 38 acres of tidal 
wetlands to the Land Trust, ensuring 
permanent protection of the tidelands.

Much of the wetlands are covered 
with driftwood, surrounded by 
a fringe of forest. Elger Bay itself 
provides important estuarine habitat 
for fish and wildlife.

“My family loved that property for 
75-plus years and we’re more than 
happy to share it,” Burnside said. “It 

The Elger Bay Estuary is 38 acres of tidal wetlands. It is an important habitat for fish and wildlife.

New Nature Preserve on Camano Island is a Birder’s Delight
Elger Bay Estuary Benefits Fish and Wildlife

is a refuge for wildlife. As time goes by 
and places become more populated, it 
becomes more important to have open 
space and to preserve those areas.”

Burnside remembers seeing skunks, 
bald eagles and a wide variety of other 
birds on the property. Short-tailed 
weasels are known to chase each other 
across the driftwood.

“It’s a loved site for birding and 
wildlife enthusiasts,” said Ryan Elting, 
Land Trust conservation director.

Future plans include a small parking 
area and nature viewing platform. 
If opportunity presents, the Land 
Trust also would like to expand the 
preserve, Elting said.

Burnside now lives in Arizona, 
but Elger Bay remains close to her 
heart.

“We used to catch a lot of sole and 
my grandmother would cook it for 
breakfast,” she said. “To this day, it’s 
still my favorite fish.”

Students from Twin City Elementary 
School in Stanwood hike along the 
scenic bluff trail at Ebey’s Landing 
in June after a geology talk by Grant 
Heiken, Land Trust board member, 
author, and retired volcanologist 
and geologist. Cheryl Anderton’s 
fourth- and fifth-grade classes 
spent three days and two nights 
on Whidbey as part of a hands-on 
learning experience to gain a better 
understanding of geology.

Learning on the Land
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By FRANCES WOOD

Fall can seem rather boring for some 
birdwatchers. The full-on bird energy 
of spring is long past and the busy 
summer breeding season has faded. 
For birdwatchers in Island County, 
however, fall holds fascinating 
opportunities for keeping binoculars 
handy and refining birding skills. 

Wetlands and tideflats are especially 
rich with shorebirds this time of year. 
Southward-migrating multitudes 
pause here to stock up on nutrients 
before continuing their journeys. 
Sixteen fairly common shorebird 
species — from tiny Least Sandpipers 
to the large Whimbrel — are busy 
pecking for prey. Some will spend the 
winter here. 

Crockett Lake, Deer Lagoon, 
Dugualla Bay and Livingston Bay all 
are significant stopover sites. The 
Whidbey Camano Land Trust has 
helped preserve parts of these and 
other valuable wetlands through 

Fall is a Great Time to Learn More about Birds Near Water
Birders Get a Chance to View a Wide Variety of Shorebird Species

land purchases and conservation 
easements. 

It’s true some shorebirds can be 
hard to identify, but others are pretty 
easy. Start by looking at the size and 
general shape of the birds, then watch 
their behavior — how the birds feed 
and move (what birders call “jizz”). 

Take the Whimbrel, for example.  
It stands 17 inches tall, with an 
unusually long, down-curved bill and 
boldly striped head. A solitary feeder, 
it pauses for long periods, allowing 
good views. 

By contrast, the Least Sandpiper is a 
constantly moving, four-inch, yellow-
legged, groupie that often flocks 
with its close relative, the Western 
Sandpiper. How to tell them apart?  
The Least Sandpiper’s yellow legs.

Identifying the other 14 species will 
take some work. But the good news is 
we are still able to see a vast array of 
shorebirds during fall outings. That 

will be true as long as we continue 
preserving vital shorebird habitats.

n Frances Wood is an award-winning 
writer and avid birdwatcher. She is 
the author of several books, including 
“Brushed by Feathers: A Year of 
Birdwatching in the West.” For 15 years 
she has conducted a breeding survey of 
the nearly 1,000 Pigeon Guillemots 
that breed in the bluffs around Whidbey 
Island. Frances was co-creator of the radio 
program BirdNote, heard on public radio.

A new trailhead and loop trail designed 
for the mobility-impaired is now open at 
Trillium Community Forest. The Bounty 
Loop trailhead, located off Bounty Loop 
Road north of Freeland, offers a spacious 
parking lot and wheelchair-accessible trail 
through woods and past wetlands. The trail 
also is ideal for families with young children.

The project, the last of three access points 
into the Community Forest, is the result of 
another successful partnership between the 
Land Trust and Island County.

Go to our website (www.wclt.org) to download 
an updated map of the Trillium Community 
Forest.

Western Sandpipers nest mostly in Alaska and migrate 
in huge, spectacular flocks, mostly along the Pacific 
Coast. Photo by Craig Johnson.

New ADA Trailhead Complete!
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Making a Splash at Glendale – Our new Glendale Beach property is a popular place during the summer. 
Thanks to some new features, the Land Trust preserve is now better equipped for visitors with a new parking 
lot, information kiosk, picnic tables, a restroom, and a dog-waste station. We also planted nearly 2,000 native 
plants to provide wildlife habitat. Orcas were seen splashing near the beach this summer, so keep your eyes 
peeled when you visit!

A cyclist pedals in our bike ride past white pelicans at Crockett Lake.

A dime-sized Western Toad at our Crockett Lake Preserve.

Toad-ally Cool! Hundreds of Hoppers
Tiny toads created big excitement at our Crockett 
Lake Preserve in July.

Hundreds of young Western Toads were discovered 
along a wetland edge at the preserve. It is the second 
confirmed breeding site of the declining species on 
Land Trust property. The other site is our Dugualla 
Flats Preserve. These toads know good habitat when 
they see it! Our “toadal” thanks to you for your 
support that protects these wild places.

A Summer Full of Lively Activities
Land Trust Properties Provide Opportunities for Fun

Bike Ride Draws 100 participants
Our third Sea, Trees, & Pie Bike Ride was a big success! 
More than 100 riders registered for the July 22 event on 
central Whidbey. They were greeted by beautiful weather 
and an appearance by white pelicans at Crockett Lake.

A delicious slice of pie at the finish came from event sponsor 
Whidbey Pies. Other event sponsors were Prairie Center 
Red Apple Market, Skagit Cycle, Bayview Bicycles, and 
Wayfinder Tours. View more photos on our website!
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More than 80 percent of the land in 
Island County is privately owned. 
Birds, bats, deer, frogs, and other wild 
critters don’t see property lines that 
separate parks or protected natural 
areas from your backyard. To help 
protect these creatures, we must take 
care of the land where we each live 
as well. Below are some ideas and 
principles that you can implement at 
home to benefit local wildlife:

Use dark-sky friendly outdoor lighting

Believe it or not, your porch 
light might be affecting bird and 
amphibian populations. As humans 
have turned night into day with ever 
brighter lights, we have disrupted the 
sleep cycles, breeding activities, and 
migration patterns of many creatures. 
We can limit these problems by using 
outdoor lighting that’s no brighter 
than necessary, limits blue light 
emissions, and is fully shielded to 
direct the light downward. Visit the 
website of the International Dark-Sky 
Association, www.darksky.org, for more 

Along with other migratory songbirds, the tiny Golden-
crowned Kinglet is threatened by cats allowed to 
wander outdoors. Photo by Craig Johnson.

How to Benefit Wildlife in Your Own Backyard
Three Tips to Create Friendlier Habitat for Wild Creatures

information on how to equip your 
home with dark-sky friendly lights.

Keep cats indoors

We may appreciate our feline friends 
for keeping homes free of rodents, 
but unfortunately their hunting goes 
beyond our porches and backyards. 
Scientists from the Smithsonian 
Conservation Biology Institute and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
estimate that domestic cats in the 
United States kill 2.4 billion birds 
and 12.3 billion mammals every 
year — most of them native species. 
Consider creating a “catio,” an 
enclosed area, in your backyard for 
your cat, or even walking them on a 
leash. Learn more at the American 
Bird Conservancy’s website: www.
abcbirds.org/program/cats-indoors/.

Landscape for wildlife

Keeping our lawns and landscaping 
trimmed and clean brings many 
people great joy. Your neighbors 

Crews from the Student 
Conservation Association 
spent nearly a week restoring 
habitat and doing trail work 
at the Land Trust’s Dugualla 
Heights conservation easement 
on North Whidbey in June. 
The young volunteers, from all 
over the country, spent a few 
hours each day learning about 
weeds and plant maintenance.

We are excited to have been 
able to partner with these great 
young people to further their 
work on behalf of nature!

probably love you for it! When it 
comes to wildlife though, they like 
things a bit messier. Consider creating 
brush piles and leaving grass long in 
select areas of your property where 
wildlife can seek refuge. Including 
native trees and shrubs in your 
landscaping provides food for birds 
and pollinators — plus, they are low 
maintenance and inexpensive. 

Download a native plants list at the 
Whidbey Conservation District’s 
website at www.whidbeycd.org.

Hooray Students!



Thank You To Our Business Sponsors
We Couldn’t Have Done It Without You! 
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2018 Conservation Partner Celebration: Another Success!
Major Donors Mingle, Learn, and Enjoy our Thanks

The princess and J.P. (co-owner of the Roaming Radish).

Delicious food and good company put smiles on people’s faces.

Members visited Lake Hancock — a rare treat.

It’s easy to do. For more information, contact Danielle Bishop, donor 
relations manager at 360.222.3310 or danielle@wclt.org.

This year’s Conservation Partner Celebration was a blast! Nearly 220 people attended the annual event at the Roaming 
Radish. We also led seven guided tours of various properties. We’re looking forward to next year!

Hooray Students!

Leave a Lasting Legacy
If you value protecting nature for generations to come, consider leaving a 
gift to the Whidbey Camano Land Trust in your will, trusts, or retirement 
accounts. It will make a world of difference on the islands you cherish.
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Danielle Bishop gives two thumbs up in Olympia after presenting a $1.7 million grant proposal in 
August to expand the Donald Borgman Nature Preserve. Ryan Elting, our conservation director, agrees.

Thumbs Up and Fingers Crossed!
Land Trust Focuses Efforts on Securing Major Grant Funding
We’re incredibly successful in securing millions of 
dollars of grant funds that pay for acquiring and 
protecting the island lands you love. But guess what? 
Grant funds don’t pay for our staff. You do! Without 
you, we wouldn’t have staff. Without staff, we 
wouldn’t have grants. And, without grants, most of 
the places you cherish today would not be protected. 

Your ongoing and generous support has allowed us 
to secure $62 million of grants since 2003, thereby 
leveraging your donations 15-fold to protect great 
lands.

Together, we make a remarkable team, guaranteeing 
that Whidbey and Camano islands stay the way you 
love. Lush forests. Family farms for local food. Long 
stretches of accessible beaches. Quiet beauty. Vital 
habitat for wildlife. Trails connecting us to nature.

It’s paradise on Whidbey and Camano islands. Thank 
you for your continued help to keep it that way!


