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Walking on Whidbey Island beaches re-energizes Pat Powell, the Land Trust’s executive director. The nonprofit’s Admiralty Inlet Preserve is seen in the background.
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Nature’s Benefits in Difficult Times
Thank YOU for Protecting Island Lands and Waters
Lately, amid all that is going on here at home and throughout the world, I find myself 
thinking of you, our Land Trust donors and volunteers. I wonder how you are. Are you 
staying healthy? Are you staying connected? Are you managing to be calm, at least some 
of the time?

I hope you are able to take in an abundance of fresh air
and feel the rejuvenating power of the outdoors. I noticed 
recently there are flowers blooming on the prairie in 
Admiralty Inlet Preserve, a wild place you helped protect. 
The whales are returning to the Salish Sea. And our beloved 
migratory songbirds are back after long journeys, filling the 
forests and your backyards with delightful songs signaling
their arrival.

Nature’s benefits are abundant — and they’re awesome!

While I know each of you is weathering this pandemic differently,
I want to offer my heartfelt gratitude for the role you play in local 
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island conservation. You know that conserved 
lands and access to outdoor spaces are 
important for our health and well-being, 
perhaps now more than ever. 

Although most of us are working from home, 
rest assured that your Land Trust continues to 
care for the lands you’ve helped conserve. We’re 
still permanently protecting vital forests, farms, 
shorelines and wetlands throughout Whidbey 
and Camano islands. 

Right now, for example, we’re working with two 
landowners to conserve a freshwater lake and 
an estuary important for salmon recovery and 
orca survival. Other current projects will protect 
large swaths of forests and family farms. These 

The St. John Preserve, with forested wetlands, rich understory and some massive trees, is a refuge for wildlife.

are all places that will sustain nature, keep our 
waters clean, and help mitigate climate change.  

For sure, the coronavirus is putting a lot of 
wrinkles in our upcoming events, tours and 
trail openings. But stay tuned for opportunities 
when we can be together to celebrate all the 
milestones and accomplishments you help 
make happen. 

Until then, I’d love to hear from you. Let me 
know how you’re passing the time and staying 
connected to others and nature: pat@wclt.org 
or 360-222-3310.

Best Regards to You,

Bird Watching Just Got a Whole Lot Better
Improvements at Dugualla Bay Preserve

Dugualla Bay Preserve is a great place to see Ospreys, falcons, and a wide variety of ducks and shorebirds, including Wilson’s Snipe.

The Land Trust’s Dugualla Bay Preserve on 
northeast Whidbey Island has grown to 201 
acres with the purchase of 77 acres of tidelands, 
beach and uplands. The acquisitions from three 
landowners were made possible by a grant from 
Washington’s Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
and a partial donation of land value by Dunlap 
Towing Company.

Dugualla Bay Preserve protects high-priority 
nearshore habitats beneficial to salmon, 
including eelgrass beds and herring and smelt 

spawning areas. It’s also just a day’s migration 
for juvenile salmon leaving the Skagit River Delta. 

Next time you stop by the Dike Road parking 
area to view birds or take in the expansive 
scenery, you’ll find a new informational kiosk. 

Later this year, interpretive signs will be 
installed to highlight restoration successes 
– one an estuary and the other a freshwater 
wetland. Just be sure to bring your binoculars to 
better see the shorebirds and other wild critters 
that call this place home!

For Nature’s Sake: A Forested Wetland is Saved!
Introducing the St. John Nature Preserve
The landscape is full of shades of green 
inside a lush forest tucked mostly out 
of sight on Central Whidbey Island. 

Under a closed canopy of mature trees, 
including many giant Sitka spruce and 
Western red cedar, and surrounded by 
huge hummocks of sword ferns with 
moss underfoot, it’s a natural haven for 
wildlife. Nearby wetlands attract wild 
creatures big and small. 

Holly Jill St. John and her husband Paul 
Mackley fell in love with this special place 
when both were stationed at Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island. They purchased 
the 31-acre property in 2005 and 
dreamed of one day retiring on a small 
corner, keeping the remaining acreage 
forever wild for nature. 

“We loved that property because it 
represents what the island was — old-
growth forest and wildlife habitat,” St. 
John said. “And we wanted it to remain 
like that.”

Although the couple’s plans changed 
over time, their dream to preserve the 

property for nature never wavered. They 
contacted the Whidbey Camano Land 
Trust last year to explore how to make 
that happen. The Land Trust recently 
acquired their property as a wildlife 
preserve, thus fulfilling their long-held 
desire to protect it permanently. Use of 
the property will be very limited to keep 
it a refuge for wildlife.

“The whole purpose is to let nature 
prevail without human intrusion,” said 
Pat Powell, Land Trust executive director.

Taking a step back, the St. John Nature 
Preserve represents something even 
larger. Saving mature forest sequesters 
carbon and maintains clean water quality 
and aquifer recharge. These are all ways 
that local conservation efforts help tackle 
climate change at the local level. 

“The property has healthy forested 
wetlands, which are really important 
for birds and other wildlife,” said Ryan 
Elting, Land Trust conservation director. 
“Being wet for much of the year, it’s not 
well-suited for public trails. The preserve 

is also located in a narrow part of 
Whidbey Island where preventing habitat 
fragmentation is critical to ensure the 
migration of wildlife up and down the 
island remains possible in the future.”

This newest preserve is located west 
of the recently protected Noble Fir 
conservation easement property with 
its large wetland complex, forest and 
shoreline. Together, these properties 
are part of an important wildlife habitat 
corridor between large protected areas 
at Crockett Lake, Lake Hancock, and 
Greenbank Farm.

St. John said she was moved after 
reading an advance version of this article.

“It made me cry,” St. John said. “Until 
then, I don’t think I had really grasped 
that the land truly is permanently 
protected, now, and a part of a larger 
protection project in that area. We 
appreciate all that the Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust team does.”

The Land Trust thanks Holly Jill and Paul 
for buying and caring for the property for 
15 years.
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"One of the things that has helped keep our sanity lately has been the 
ability to walk the Land Trust’s preserves. We love Trillium Community 
Forest! We also have enjoyed walking Admiralty Inlet Preserve – the 
property that overlooks the water. Both are gorgeous and deserted. We 
rarely see people except in the parking lots. “

Travis and John

“I think we’re blessed here being in a place where 
most people value nature. I think that’s why a lot of 
people live here on Whidbey Island. Imagine being 
in a city and not having access to natural areas.”

Lenny Corin

“I’m very glad I live on Whidbey Island. It’s nice to 
be in a place that’s open. It just feels so much 
healthier.”

Tom Trimbath

“I am so grateful for the protection of places like 
Crockett Lake Preserve – now more than ever! 
Even before parks and beaches were closed, I was 
heading to the Crockett Lake Preserve to escape the 
daily stress that coronavirus has brought us.”

Jennifer Holmes

“THANK you for keeping the recreation areas open. 
I continue to use the trails at Trillium Community 
Forest daily and have not seen one incident that 
would cause any concern. Folks are being very 
respectful and following the COVID-19 guidelines.”  

Ann Casey

Photo by Christina Baldwin

Photo by Scott Price

Photo by Cleveland Hall Photo by Jennifer HolmesPhoto by Benjamin Drummond

Springing Forward with Gratitude
Island Nature Provides Abundance of Inspiration

This spring, more than ever, you likely leaned on the abundant 
nature and amazing beauty all around us on Whidbey and 
Camano islands to lift your spirits. Or to inspire, calm or provide 
refuge for you.

To celebrate Earth Day’s 50th anniversary and highlight the 
importance of local island conservation, Land Trust community 
members shared how nature is helping them through the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Enjoy their inspiration and gratitude 
through these photos and comments.

See more contributions and also cool articles about nature in 
the Habitchat blog on the website at www.wclt.org/habitchat/
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Thank You to Our Volunteer Community!
More than 4,500 hours in 2019 – an All-Time High
Land Trust volunteers are simply awesome! In 2019, they built and maintained trails, 
planted trees, installed signs and kiosks, picked up litter, helped us in the office 
and at events  . . .  and the list goes on! All told, we engaged 232 volunteers who 
performed more than 4,500 hours of volunteer service last year — an all-time high. 
We know Whidbey and Camano islanders are generous with their time and there 
are many nonprofits to choose from when it comes to supporting a cause. That’s 
why WE THANK YOU for your help to keep these islands as true treasures in Puget 
Sound. We couldn’t do it without the astounding work of these exceptional people!

Interested in volunteering? Please contact Taylor Schmuki at (360) 222-3310 or 
taylor@wclt.org.

Volunteer Site Stewards Invest Hearts and Souls
Dedicated to Looking Out for the Land
When a pristine stretch of natural 
shoreline on Possession Sound was 
protected by the Land Trust last fall, Dan 
Weber quickly inquired about what he 
could do to help.

Weber and his wife, Laurie Carron, 
live within walking distance of the new 
preserve and eagerly volunteered to 
help care for the property. When Kyle 
Ostermick-Durkee, our Stewardship 
Specialist, asked if they’d like to be site 
stewards, a key volunteer role that 
involves special attention and care for a 
Land Trust property, the Clinton couple 
jumped at the opportunity.

“Honestly, it’s just a balm for my soul and 
psyche to go down there and do work,” 
Weber said.

Weber and Carron are longtime Land 
Trust members yet relative newcomers 
to the site steward program that engages 
volunteers to care and watch over 
protected lands on Whidbey and Camano 
islands.

Site stewards essentially “adopt” a 
particular preserve, visiting it regularly 
to perform selected tasks. This includes 
keeping an eye on the property and 
reporting issues to the Land Trust. Some 
site stewards dive right into restoration 
or maintenance projects, while others do 
tasks specific to a particular site.

“The Land Trust lets us take on 
responsibilities we want to take on, 
which is a nice way to approach it,” said 
Tom Trimbath, site steward for 11 years 
at Hammons Preserve, near Clinton.

“I continue the work of the volunteer 
work parties,” he said. “They remove the 
vast majority of the Scotch broom and 
holly and I go back and make sure it’s 
kept under control as best as I can.”

Preserves usually have more than one 
volunteer site steward. Some sites 
also have specific needs that require 
volunteers with certain skills and 
interests.

Cleveland Hall and Vicki Demetre are 
two such examples. Their dedication to 
propagating native prairie plants at the 
Land Trust nursery, to be planted at the 
Admiralty Inlet Preserve, is astounding. 
Hall has logged nearly 2,000 hours of
volunteer service over eight years. 
Demetre joined her in recent years and 
they enjoy working together.

“It just feels like real meaningful work,” 
Hall said. “It’s a tiny piece of doing 
something to slow down the winking out 
of the species.” She is referring to the 
endangered golden paintbrush plant. 
The Land Trust cares for two of the last 
12 prairie sites where this showy species 
still grows.

Lenny Corin also feels he is doing 
something meaningful when he visits 
the Del Fairfax Preserve near Oak 
Harbor. The preserve’s beautiful open 
meadow, with a forest fringe, had a 
major thistle issue when Corin started as 
a site steward there nearly 10 years ago. 
“The first few years, I spent many hours 
pulling up tens of thousands of thistles,” 
he recalls. “They pretty much ringed the 
open area of field there. Now you rarely 
see any.”

Want to learn more about becoming a 
site steward? Contact Kyle Ostermick-
Durkee at kyle@wclt.org.

Our 2019 Volunteers
Laurie Carron and Dan Weber, site stewards at 
Possession Sound Preserve.

Explore Island Nature on Our Website
You’ll find all sorts of short stories about island wildlife and nature in the 
Habitchat blog on our website (wclt.org). Among the recent posts:

• Each month we’re sharing things in nature you can expect to see on the
islands, such as gray whales in March, Ospreys in April and rare golden
paintbrush blooming in May.

• Check out a video with Bruiser, Island County’s lone elk, sharing a field with
a coyote.

• Learn the rest of the story about a Prairie Falcon spotted at Crockett Lake
Preserve.

EXPLORE
OUR
BLOG Photo by Jill H

ein

Tom Trimbath has been the site steward at Hammons 
Preserve, near Clinton, for 11 years.
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Volunteer Site Stewards Invest Hearts and Souls
Dedicated to Looking Out for the Land
When a pristine stretch of natural 
shoreline on Possession Sound was 
protected by the Land Trust last fall, Dan 
Weber quickly inquired about what he 
could do to help.

Weber and his wife, Laurie Carron, 
live within walking distance of the new 
preserve and eagerly volunteered to 
help care for the property. When Kyle 
Ostermick-Durkee, our Stewardship 
Specialist, asked if they’d like to be site 
stewards, a key volunteer role that 
involves special attention and care for a 
Land Trust property, the Clinton couple 
jumped at the opportunity.

“Honestly, it’s just a balm for my soul and 
psyche to go down there and do work,” 
Weber said.

Weber and Carron are longtime Land 
Trust members yet relative newcomers 
to the site steward program that engages 
volunteers to care and watch over 
protected lands on Whidbey and Camano 
islands.

Site stewards essentially “adopt” a 
particular preserve, visiting it regularly 
to perform selected tasks. This includes 
keeping an eye on the property and 
reporting issues to the Land Trust. Some 
site stewards dive right into restoration 
or maintenance projects, while others do 
tasks specific to a particular site.

“The Land Trust lets us take on 
responsibilities we want to take on, 
which is a nice way to approach it,” said 
Tom Trimbath, site steward for 11 years 
at Hammons Preserve, near Clinton.

“I continue the work of the volunteer 
work parties,” he said. “They remove the 
vast majority of the Scotch broom and 
holly and I go back and make sure it’s 
kept under control as best as I can.”

Preserves usually have more than one 
volunteer site steward. Some sites 
also have specific needs that require 
volunteers with certain skills and 
interests.

Cleveland Hall and Vicki Demetre are 
two such examples. Their dedication to 
propagating native prairie plants at the 
Land Trust nursery, to be planted at the 
Admiralty Inlet Preserve, is astounding. 
Hall has logged nearly 2,000 hours of
volunteer service over eight years. 
Demetre joined her in recent years and 
they enjoy working together.

“It just feels like real meaningful work,” 
Hall said. “It’s a tiny piece of doing 
something to slow down the winking out 
of the species.” She is referring to the 
endangered golden paintbrush plant. 
The Land Trust cares for two of the last 
12 prairie sites where this showy species 
still grows.

Lenny Corin also feels he is doing 
something meaningful when he visits 
the Del Fairfax Preserve near Oak 
Harbor. The preserve’s beautiful open 
meadow, with a forest fringe, had a 
major thistle issue when Corin started as 
a site steward there nearly 10 years ago. 
“The first few years, I spent many hours 
pulling up tens of thousands of thistles,” 
he recalls. “They pretty much ringed the 
open area of field there. Now you rarely 
see any.”

Want to learn more about becoming a 
site steward? Contact Kyle Ostermick-
Durkee at kyle@wclt.org.

Our 2019 Volunteers
Laurie Carron and Dan Weber, site stewards at 
Possession Sound Preserve.

Explore Island Nature on Our Website
You’ll find all sorts of short stories about island wildlife and nature in the 
Habitchat blog on our website (wclt.org). Among the recent posts:

• Each month we’re sharing things in nature you can expect to see on the
islands, such as gray whales in March, Ospreys in April and rare golden
paintbrush blooming in May.

• Check out a video with Bruiser, Island County’s lone elk, sharing a field with
a coyote.

• Learn the rest of the story about a Prairie Falcon spotted at Crockett Lake
Preserve.

EXPLORE
OUR
BLOG Photo by Jill H

ein

Tom Trimbath has been the site steward at Hammons 
Preserve, near Clinton, for 11 years.
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Powerful Partners
Puget Sound Energy
The Land Trust is thrilled to be a recipient of Puget Sound 
Energy’s Powerful Partnership program. We’re one of 24 
environmental and human resource organizations chosen to 
be a Powerful Partner in 2020. A $5,000 award comes with this 
recognition!

Preserving our region’s beautiful natural spaces and vibrant 
communities is a top priority for PSE, and this award is one way 
the company can help the Land Trust in its efforts on Whidbey 
and Camano islands.

Last year we received a $1,000 safety grant from PSE. That 
money was used to purchase a kayak for our staff to safely 
navigate waters, three sets of waders, and a life vest. We also 
acquired a spotting scope to use for scanning properties from 
greater distances and for locating and identifying wildlife.

Thank you Puget Sound Energy for your commitment to local 
conservation!
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