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Coupeville residents Sally Garratt, Emily Magers, and Joy Rutherford ride horses along the highway that leads to Kettle Trails County Park. The Allito property is next to the trail.

continued on page 3

Erin Lietzan loves riding her horse, 
Arlo, in the Kettles Trails County Park 
on North Whidbey. The only part 
of the experience that causes some 
anxiety is the start. After saddling up, 
riders must follow a stretch of trail 
along a busy highway to access the 
forested County park from the parking 
area. That stretch is a bit scary.

“He (Arlo) is a really good boy, but 
weird stuff happens,” Lietzan said 
before a recent ride. “It doesn’t matter 
how experienced you are, things 

happen. You try to limit your exposure 
to unnecessary risk.”

That risk will soon be eliminated. 
The Whidbey Camano Land Trust is 
partnering with Island County and 
Washington State Parks to acquire two 
beautifully forested properties totaling 
110 acres adjacent to the Kettles 
Park and Fort Ebey State Park. The 
acquisitions will provide improved trail 
access into the Kettles Park from the 
County parking area at the corner of 
Libbey Road and State Highway 20. 

The acquisitions also will expand one of 
the County’s most popular recreation 
areas for hikers, mountain bikers, 
and equestrians. In addition, they will 
protect a natural forest area for wildlife 
and preserve a scenic highway corridor.

The project started with a phone call 
from Marilyn Vogel, who wanted to 
work with the Land Trust to conserve 
her family’s 67-acre property. Her 
father, Art Vogel, purchased the land 
in the 1940s and built the family’s 

Expanding Wildlife Habitat and Recreational Opportunities
Park additions will mean 110 more acres of protected forestland
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Mission

We actively involve the 
community in protecting, 
restoring, and appreciating 
the important natural 
habitats and resource  
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
islands and in the waters of 
Puget Sound.

The last step in making Camano Island’s 
incredible new county park primed and 
ready for you and the public to enjoy is 
completion of a new parking lot, which 
will have enough space for school buses. 

The parking lot is on a former holly farm, 
the final land acquisition in a three-year 
project involving a successful partnership 
between the Land Trust, Island County, 
and you, our incredible members.

With the leadership of the Land Trust, 
Barnum Point County Park grew from 
just 27 acres to its current 167 acres, 
including a full mile of beach and 2.5 
miles of groomed, upland trails that 
meander through forest and meadow. The 
nearly $7 million project was funded with 
government grants secured by the Land 
Trust, County funds, and community 
donations. 

“Barnum Point represents a triumph 
in public-private partnership,” said 

Exciting News! Barnum Point is Now Ready for Visitors!
Go enjoy what you helped to protect 

Barnum Point County Park is now 167 acres, including a mile 
of beach. Photo by Benjamin Drummond.

Janet St. Clair, District 3 Island County 
Commissioner. “We have worked together 
to preserve a rare stretch of unblemished 
shoreline and upland forest for future 
generations to enjoy.”

The Land Trust will celebrate the 
expanded park triumph at its member 
picnic at Camano Island State Park on 
August 21. More details to follow. Visit 
our website at www.wclt.org for driving 
directions and more information about the 
Barnum Point project.

Upcoming Member Events

Date	 Topic	 Location
May 11 Native Prairie Tour Admiralty Inlet Preserve
July 17 Otters of Admiralty Bay Talk Coupeville Rec Hall
July 21 Sea, Trees, & Pie Bike Ride Crockett Lake
August 21 Member Picnic Camano Island State Park
August 23 Member Picnic 3 Sisters Farm, Oak Harbor
September 28 Archeology Talk North Whidbey property
October 26 Fungi Tour Deception Pass State Park
November 16 Salmon Habitat Workshop Kristoferson Creek, Camano
December 7 Salmon Habitat Workshop Glendale Beach, Clinton

We have fun and exciting events in store for Land Trust members in the coming months. 
Look for opportunities to sign-up in your email. If you haven’t done so already, please share 
your email address with us at info@wclt.org so you won’t miss these opportunities!
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Jan Pickard has fond memories of the 
farmland where she spent much of 
her childhood.

That’s why she and her brother, 
Ken, wanted to keep the land on 
Coupeville’s edge the way they 
lovingly remember it. The siblings 
worked with the Land Trust late 
last year to make that happen, 
permanently protecting 12 acres of 
pasture with a conservation easement.

“Coupeville is our heritage, our 
memories, our life,” Jan said. 
“Protecting our family farmlands has 
been our highest priority for our love 
of the past and the future.”

Jan Pickard next to her family’s protected farmland. 
“My dad loved agriculture,” she said.

Historic Farmland Near Coupeville Protected
Family’s love of property dates back 65 years 

The land today remains largely the 
same as it was in 1965, when Jan 
graduated from Coupeville High 
School. It’s mostly open pasture off a 
quiet street overlooking Penn Cove. 
The family long ago sold the part of 
the farm where the Pickard family’s 
house still stands.

The Pickard property connects 
to another Land Trust easement 
that protects property where the 
neighboring Bishop family grew up. 
Together, the two easements protect a 
long scenic stretch of Madrona Way on 
the western boundary of Coupeville. To 
date, the Land Trust has permanently 

Park Expansion
Continued from page 1

home there. When Land Trust staff members visited the 
property with Marilyn, they discovered the neighboring 42 
acres along the highway, owned by Allito Properties, had 
just gone on the real estate market. 

The Allito and Vogel properties have healthy fir and 
hemlock forests intermixed with abundant Pacific madrone 
and lush understories filled with native rhododendron. 
Both properties are natural extensions of the adjacent 
parks. They’re also part of a significant habitat corridor for 
wildlife in a narrow part of Whidbey Island.

But, in order to make the acquisitions possible, the Land 
Trust first had to take the Allito property off the market. 
After confirming the County’s interest in adding the 
property to the Kettles Park, the Land Trust made an offer 
that was accepted by the owners. With the Land Trust’s 
guidance, the County purchased the Allito property and 
began planning for a future trail connection. 

In the coming months the County will improve the Libbey 
Road parking area. Visitors also may notice new trails 
leading from the lot to the existing trail system, routing 
recreationists away from the busy highway.

The Island County Chapter of Backcountry Horsemen and 
the Whidbey Island Bicycle Club are enthusiastic supporters 
of the project. Both groups have committed to working 
with the County and each other to maintain, monitor and 

protected 1,770 acres in Ebey’s Landing 
National Historical Reserve. Another 
six properties, totaling 360 acres, are in 
the process of being protected, thanks 
to the financial support of Land Trust 
members.

improve the Allito property, as they do with other County 
properties, including the Kettles and Putney Woods.

Marilyn Vogel also is thrilled her father’s beloved property 
will become part of her favorite state park. The transfer of 
her property to State Parks is expected sometime before 
summer. We’ll report more on that in our next newsletter.

The Land Trust is pleased to facilitate protecting these 
110 acres of important wildlife habitat while helping to 
provide more opportunities for the community to connect 
with nature.
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Warm spring nights elicit a barrage of 
loud calls from area ponds. The voice 
behind these sounds comes from the 
Pacific Chorus Frog, our smallest 
native amphibian that just happens to 
have the loudest voice.

Formerly known as Pacific Tree Frog, 
Chorus Frogs measure 1½ to 2 inches 
as adults. Females are somewhat 
larger than males. They come in 
variations of green or brown and 
can alter their color according to the 
brightness of the background habitat. 
A black mask and suction cup toes 
round out their field marks.

The amazingly loud calls come from 
the males’ expandable throat patch. 
Males call from the edges of breeding 
ponds or from the water’s surface. 
They inflate the throat patch to 
three times the size of their head in 
order to project their kre-eck (rib-bit) 
advertisement calls to the females.

Sporadic calling can happen any time 
of year when the ambient temperature 
is above 40 degrees. Any spring night 
with temperatures above 50 degrees 
activates the true chorus as males 
compete to attract mates.

This chorus can be heard across great 
distances. Males will switch to an 

The Little Frog with the Big Voice
Pacific Chorus Frog lives up to its name 

A young Pacific Chorus Frog rests on a leaf. Its black mask is an identifying feature. Photo by Greg Green.

Downed Woody Debris 
Presents Forest Benefits
When dozens of trees came down 
at our Trillium Community Forest 
during last December’s powerful 
windstorm, efforts were made 
to remove them from the trails 
without taking them out of the 
forest. And there was a sound 
reason for that.

“In a hundred 
years, every one 
of those Douglas 
fir logs is going 
to be a nursery 
for ferns and 
hemlocks,” said 
Joe Sheldon, a 
retired college 
professor with 
a Ph.D. in 
entomology (the 
study of insects) 

This tree took root right on top of a decaying 
nurse log at Trillium Community Forest. 

encounter call if another male comes 
too close or when a rival frog hits the 
87 decibel (dB) level. To put that in 
perspective, most human conversation 
occurs in the 50 dB range, and police 
sirens are at about 100 dB.

Pacific Chorus Frogs are important 
to local habitats, and beneficial 
to us, because they consume large 
numbers of insects, slugs, and other 
invertebrates. They’re also prey for 
fish, garter snakes, and birds such as 
American Bittern and Virginia Rail.

You can attract our official state 
amphibian to your yard if there’s a 
nearby water source that lasts at least 
three months. Leave a border of tall 
grass to give the adults a place to hide. 
Plantings of salal and other shrubs 
provide shelter for these little frogs 
with a big voice.

l About the author: Steve Ellis is a 
noted Coupeville area naturalist.

Watch and listen to a Pacific 
Chorus Frog croaking in a fun 
video that you can find on the 
Habitchat blog on the Land Trust 
website (www.wclt.org).

Ensatina 
salamanders are  
often found under 
logs or in the duff 
of the forest floor.

who lives on Whidbey Island. “A 
whole ecosystem will be growing 
on top of those logs.”

Downed woody debris 
decomposes to make up a high 
percentage of material in soils. 
But its benefits are much greater, 
providing nutrients up the food 
chain to various organisms, shelter 
for wildlife, and more.

Learn more about these benefits 
in the Habitchat blog on the Land 
Trust website (www.wclt.org).
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Stewardship technician, Taylor Schmuki, is grateful for the legacy gift from Betty and Ned Lowry, shown below.

Leave a Land Legacy
Extend your love of our naturally 
beautiful islands for generations 
to come by including the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust in your Estate 
Plan. It’s easy to do!

Allocate any amount, percentage, 
or remainder of your estate or 
other assets to the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust in your will 
or revocable living trust. You can 
also name the Land Trust as a 
beneficiary of your retirement plan 
or insurance policy.

For more information, contact 
Danielle Bishop at (360) 222.3310 
or danielle@wclt.org.

T wo strangers changed my life. 
I was a typical, 20-something-
year-old. I had recently 

graduated from college and was 
volunteering and working gigs to 
make ends meet. Then, about a year 
ago, I received a phone call from 
the Land Trust that would change 
everything. I was offered a job!

Betty and Ned Lowry made a legacy 
gift that was given to the Land Trust 
after they passed away to protect 
and care for these amazing islands. 
Their gift provided enough funding 
to hire a new full-time stewardship 
staff member. While the Lowrys, 
who loved native plants, probably 
knew their decision would help the 
community and the environment, 
I don’t think they could have 
comprehended how much they would 
impact my life. 

How One Estate Gift Changed My Life
Land Trust’s Taylor Schmuki cherishes the opportunity to make a difference

One of the great challenges my 
generation faces is not just finding a 
career but finding one that includes 
mentorship and the ability to 
improve the community around us. 
The Lowrys’ donation created that 

opportunity for me. Now I get to learn 
from and work with our fantastic 
volunteers and staff and 
board members, who 
are some of most 
insightful people 
I know! The 
Lowrys made 
a permanent 
investment 
in our island 
communities. 
Their generosity 
created a job that 
protects and cares 
for our treasured lands 
and waters AND supports a 
young family on the island. 

Are you looking for a way to make 
a difference in the next generation? 
Invest in us! Figure out the change 
you want to see and create those 
opportunities for the younger 
generation to carry them out in the 
future. That’s why they’re called legacy 

gifts. These gifts allow us to create the 
change you want in a lasting way.

Each of you helps 
make the Land 

Trust the effective 
organization it 
is, maximizing 
legacy gifts like 
the one given by 
Ned and Betty. 
Because of you, I 

am a part of this 
good work. I am 

one of the lucky few, 
but there will always 

be room for more. That 
change can start with you.

l About the author: Taylor Schmuki 
works as the Whidbey Camano Land 
Trust’s stewardship technician. In 
this role, she helps care for and restore 
Land Trust protected properties. She 
also leads volunteer work parties and 
participates in youth education.
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Thank You Dedicated Helpers! 
Much gratitude for our amazing volunteers
With nearly 500 nonprofits in Island County, we’re 
honored so many of you have chosen to spend your 
energy helping the Whidbey Camano Land Trust with 
island conservation.

As a donor-funded organization with a big appetite 
for making positive changes, our mission can never 
be achieved with just our staff. The time and effort 
volunteers devote to caring for our preserves, preparing 
for events, doing administrative work, and serving on 
our board of directors are all big reasons for our shared 
success. Collectively, you donated more than 3,700 hours 
in 2018! We couldn’t do it without you. THANK YOU!

Interested in volunteering? Please contact Kyle 
Ostermick-Durkee at (360) 222.3310 or kyle@wclt.org.

2018 Volunteers
Volunteers smile after pulling spurge laurel at Krueger Woods near Coupeville in April. 
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Thanks to you, the Whidbey Camano 
Land Trust continues to be incredibly 
successful protecting and caring 
for our islands’ open spaces and 
wild places. With every success, 
we increase our obligations 
to permanently care for the 
lands you’ve helped protect.

You may wonder how the 
Land Trust will meet its 
ever-increasing stewardship 
responsibilities. The 
answer, in short, is that we 
are well positioned to ensure 
the permanence of our shared 
conservation work. Here are 
a few highlights of our ongoing 
commitment to safeguard our 
enduring island land legacy:

National Accreditation
The Land Trust was one of the 
nation’s first to be accredited by the 
national Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission. The accreditation 
seal is a mark of high distinction 
in land conservation. Our recent 
re-accreditation is testimony that 
your Land Trust continues to meet 
national standards for excellence, 
upholding public trust, and ensuring 
our conservation work is permanent 
and sustainable.

Conservation Stewardship
Land stewardship is, and will 
continue to be, a major part of our 
work. We own many conservation 
lands, like the Trillium Community 
Forest and Crockett Lake 
Preserve, where we have ongoing 
responsibilities to keep the properties 
healthy and protected. We are 
restoring many of these lands to 
improve wildlife habitat, water quality 
and drainage, and public safety. 
Where appropriate, we also create 
outdoor recreational opportunities, 
like trails and access to beaches.

Volunteer Pam Stein plants a tree at a Maxwelton 
Preserve work party in late February.

Ensuring an Island Land Legacy for Future Generations
Keeping the promise of permanency 

We also hold conservation easements 
on private properties. A conservation 
easement is a legal agreement that 
runs with the land, in perpetuity. It’s 
our job to uphold the terms of the 
easement and ensure the conservation 
values of each property remain 
protected. We stay in contact with the 
owners and monitor each property at 
least once a year.

The Land Trust also has established 
several special funds that allow us to 
continue restoration, stewardship, 
and management of our properties 
long into the future. One account, 
the Stewardship Reserve Fund, covers 
the cost of three to five years of basic 
stewardship to protect properties in 
the unlikely event we have insufficient 
operating funds. As a safety measure, 
this fund is reviewed and increased 
on a regular basis. Other special funds 
include ones for property restoration 
and stewardship enhancement.

Conservation Defense 
If a violation occurs on a Land 

Trust protected property, we’re 
responsible for resolving 

the problem. Examples of 
violations include someone 
cutting down trees on our 
preserves, or building 
a structure outside a  
building envelope.

We always work first 
to secure a voluntary 
resolution of any violation. 
However, we must also be 

prepared to take legal action 
if necessary, to defend our 

conservation easements and the 
lands we own and steward.

That’s why we carry legal defense 
insurance from Terrafirma, a company 
established in 2011 specifically to help 
land trusts defend their conserved 
lands. If we ever have a lawsuit, we will 
work with Terrafirma’s national team 
of legal experts who will litigate 
on our behalf.

We also maintain a Legal Defense 
Fund to supplement our legal defense 
insurance.

Your Financial Support Works
We can’t continue to protect, care 
for, and restore the best places on our 
beloved islands without you. Your 
continued financial support ensures 
we keep an island legacy today and for 
generations to come. Thank you!

A child is fascinated by pebbles she found at Glendale 
Beach, protected by the Land Trust in 2014.
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The Whidbey Camano Land Trust is a nationally 
accredited land trust. The accreditation seal is awarded 
to land trusts meeting the highest national standards 
for excellence and conservation permanence.

Accreditation – A Mark of Distinction 
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Calling All Nature Photographers!  
Be part of our annual calendar photo contest 

This beautiful image by Lynn Swanson appeared in the Land Trust’s 2016 calendar. 

Showcase the natural beauty of our islands by submitting 
your best outdoor photographs! The fourth annual 
Whidbey Camano Land Trust Calendar Photo Contest is 
under way, and we’re excited to see your photos! 

Winning photographers will receive special recognition 
and complimentary calendars. The 2020 calendars will 
be sold at locations throughout Camano and Whidbey 
islands starting in the fall of 2019.

The deadline to submit up to five photos is Sunday, 
July 7, 2019. Visit our website (www.wclt.org) for 
submission requirements that includes a new, simplified 
photo licensing agreement.

Questions? Email: landtrustphotocontest@gmail.com.
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