
L A N D  T R U S T
WHIDBEY CAMANO

SPRING / SUMMER 2018 NEWSLETTER

A newly protected forest on South Whidbey includes a trail that will allow visitors in the future. The 140-acre wildlife preserve has been named Raven’s Forest Forever.

continued on page 2

Pat Powell has worked with 
conservation buyers before, but the 
call she received last spring was still 
a wonderful surprise. The caller was 
looking for help finding a noteworthy 
forest property on South Whidbey to 
purchase for preservation.

Powell, executive director of the 
Whidbey Camano Land Trust, 
met with the caller. The more the 
two talked, the more Powell’s heart 
warmed as she realized the impact 
such a purchase could make toward 
local conservation.

The discussion led to the protection 
of a 140-acre forest northwest of 
Langley that ties together three 
other protected forestlands. It is an 
amazing forest full of wetlands, a lush 
understory, and mature trees. It is also 

a haven for native wildlife, including 
reptiles and amphibians and an 
exciting variety of birds.

The conservation buyer, who 
we’ll call “C.B.,” wishes to remain 
anonymous. C.B. purchased the land 
from Waterman Enterprises, then 
donated a conservation easement 
to us that removed all development 
and commercial forestry rights. 
The property is now protected in 
perpetuity as a wildlife refuge and has 
been named Raven’s Forest Forever.

“I wanted to conserve a forest because 
this is a critical time for this jewel of a 
planet,” C.B. said. “It’s incumbent on 
people to do what they can.”

Raven’s Forest Forever is located in 
one of 27 areas in Island County 
identified as high conservation 

priorities by the Land Trust. This 
particular priority area on South 
Whidbey consists of large blocks 
of forest held in private and public 
ownership. With Raven’s Forest Forever, 
the Land Trust has protected more than 
1,100 acres in this priority area.

“These large acreages are really 
important to maintain the incredible 
quality of life we enjoy on our islands,” 
Powell said. “Conserved lands keep 

A Place Where Nature will Thrive
Conservation Buyer Protects a Glorious South Whidbey Forest

“I wanted to conserve 
a forest because this is a 
critical time for this jewel 
of a planet.”



The yellow dot shows the location of Raven’s Forest Forever, a 
newly protected 140-acre wildlife preserve on South Whidbey.

A Bird’s-Eye View – Arborists Shaun 
Sears, left, and Tom Otto hang out 
atop a century-old grand fir, where they 
built the foundation of an osprey nest 
at our Admiralty Inlet Preserve. They 
used a new canopy reduction technique 
introduced by Osprey Solutions. 
Thanks to Bonnie Thie and Randy 
Cowart who donated funds for this 
project. Read more at www.wclt.org.
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Mission

We actively involve the 
community in protecting, 
restoring, and appreciating 
the important natural 
habitats and resource  
lands that support the 
diversity of life on our 
islands and in the waters of 
Puget Sound.

Raven’s Forest Forever
Continued from page 1

our water and air clean and control and 
filter surface water. Contiguous forestland 
is critical to provide habitat for a variety of 
our native bird species and other wildlife.” 

C.B.’s desire was to find a mature forest 
where trees would have a chance to live out 
their lives naturally without the threat of 
being cut down, and to save wildlife from the 
upheaval. She also wanted the opportunity 
for her and others to experience the benefits 
of nature. She was happy to learn that a trail 
already existed on the property. The trail will 
be opened for walkers after it is improved. 
Pets and other domestic animals will need to 
remain at home to keep the forest as a refuge 
for wildlife.

“When people walk into a natural area, 
they’re getting health as well as emotional 
benefits,” C.B. said. “We know people are 
more peaceful when they’re spending time 
in nature. We know that when we enter a 
natural space, the grip of the world’s chaos 
and darkness is loosened, and we gather 
our own energies back, reconnecting.”

She calls Raven’s Forest Forever a “healthy 
and beautiful” forest that was managed 
intelligently. “I like to visualize what it 
might look like 100 or more years from 
now,” C.B. said. “We may go through very 
different climate changes and I want to set 
this forest up for successful longevity.”

Debra Waterman of Waterman Enterprises 
called the purchase an “optimal situation” 
for her family. The Watermans selectively 
logged the property in the past instead of 

clear-cutting it, a major reason it was so 
appealing for conservation purposes. 

The forest also connects with three other 
protected forest properties, including 
Harry Case’s Forest Forever. Case, another 
incredibly generous donor, gifted all of 
the development rights on his adjacent 
168-acre forest to the Land Trust in 2009. 
Case’s forest is full of towering giants. 
Such trees fascinate C.B., who moved to 
Whidbey Island five years ago.

“Since I was a little child, I’ve always 
loved nature,” she said. “I’ve always been 
comfortable and happy in nature. I respect 
trees and love the idea of allowing them to 
grow into old age.”

We are incredibly grateful to C.B. for 
her vision and generosity. Raven’s Forest 
Forever will benefit our naturally beautiful 
islands for generations to come.

Photo by Osprey Solutions
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Marshall English remembers the rainy 
spring day when curiosity led him 
and his wife, Judy, on a detour up 
a muddy road to investigate a “For 
Sale” sign at a farm with a cavernous 
old barn near Coupeville. 

“We stopped on the edge of the mud 
and just looked at this barn with trees 
growing at the openings,” Marshall 
said. “We backed out and headed for 
the ferry and thought, ‘Should we put 
an offer in on this place?’”

Harrison Goodall, an architectural 
conservator from Langley, sent them 
pictures and information about the 
barn. “It may look awful, but the 
bones are good!” he told them.

The 12-acre property’s signature 
Comstock Barn, built between 1934 
and 1935 by Freeman Boyer, Sr., 
is visible across Ebey’s prairie on 
Central Whidbey.

Marshall and Judy recall impulsively 
making an offer on the property, 
hoping to return the land to 
agriculture and restore the barn. They 
laugh now at that memorable day six 
years ago, remarking, “Little did we 
know all the ramifications to come.”

Now, thanks to two conservation 
easements, one donated to the 
Land Trust and the other purchased 
by the U.S. Navy, this historically 
important property will be protected 
permanently from development no 
matter who may own the land in the 
future.

The property was a high protection 
priority for the Land Trust. It was a 
“hole” in a large area of protected 
farmland. Also, the property provides a 
crucial link in our Walking Ebey’s Trail 
system and is part of the first phase of 
trail construction (see sidebar).

“What trail walkers will soon see is an 
expansive farm field that rolls down 

Marshall and Judy English are delighted that their farm property near Coupeville is now permanently protected.

Curiosity Saved the Barn
Coupeville Couple Preserves a Historic Property on Ebey’s Prairie 

the hill with the iconic Comstock 
barn as the centerpiece and Admiralty 
Inlet and the Olympic Mountains as 
the backdrop,” explained Danielle 
Bishop, land protection specialist. 
“We are so grateful to Marshall 
and Judy for their generosity and 
foresight.”

The Comstock Barn is now largely 
restored thanks to the Englishes’ 
commitment and many helping 
hands. And their previous impulsive 
decision has worked out for everyone. 
As summarized by Judy, “Open land 
is good for the soul.”

The historic Comstock Barn will be part of the 
viewshed along the future Walking Ebey’s Trail system.

New Trails Coming Soon!
We’re thrilled to announce that 
this summer we’ll begin the first of 
several phases of trail construction 
as part of our new Walking Ebey’s 
Trail system located in Central 
Whidbey.

When completed, eight miles of 
new trails will link to existing trails, 
creating a European-like walking 
experience along a contiguous 
trail corridor connecting the 
Town of Coupeville to the rest of 
Ebey’s Landing National Historical 
Reserve. 

The minimally-developed trails 
will provide public walking access 
to beaches, parks, and historic 
farmlands and woodlots, and offer 
new recreational opportunities and 
scenic views. 

The Land Trust has secured 
trail easements from willing 
landowners for more than a 
decade. We are working on having 
similar trail plans for other parts of 
the islands.
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Ned and Betty Lowry were an 
adventurous couple. They loved 
searching for rare alpine plants in 
the wild, often traveling throughout 
the western United States and to 
other parts of the world. Betty 
carefully collected seeds while Ned 
documented rare species with his 
camera. They shared everything with 
fellow members of the Northwestern 
Chapter of the North American 
Rock Garden Society — seeds, photos, 
stories, and wisdom.

“They were a very generous couple,” 
said Claire Cockroft, a longtime 
friend. “They were just delightful 
people. I loved them both.”

The Lowrys lived on Whidbey Island 
only a short time but their legacy 
of giving will carry on through a 
generous estate gift to the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust. Their gift will be 
invested in a way we think Ned and 
Betty would appreciate: native plant 
stewardship and restoration.

Much of their gift will be used to get 
ahead of and control problematic 
invasive plants on Land Trust preserves 
so that future maintenance can be more 
easily accomplished by our stewardship 
staff and dedicated volunteers. It also 
will allow us to expand a seven-month 
internship into a full-time stewardship 
technician position.  

“Having another staff member 
dedicated to outdoor field work, who 
can respond quickly to things that 
need to be taken care of, is a huge 
benefit to our land stewardship,” said 
Jessica Larson, land steward. “With 
these additional funds, we can be 
even more proactive and thorough in 
managing and restoring our forests, 
fields, and wetlands and improving 
our outdoor recreation amenities.”

“I know Ned would be thrilled,” said 
Molly Green, Ned’s sister.

Ned and Betty Lowry were legends in the Northwest rock garden community. Photo by Lynn Schueler.

Central Whidbey Couple Leaves a Legacy that will Continue to Blossom
The Lowrys’ Bequest Makes a Big Impact on Restoring Our Nature Preserves 

Caring for the land in a way that 
benefits native plants seemed the 
right way to honor Ned and Betty. 
They were extraordinary people who 
met in college, married in 1957, and 
embarked on a life together that 
spanned nearly 60 years.

Ned was a Boeing engineer, but the 
couple’s passion always centered on 
botany and the science of growing 
rare alpine plants in their garden in 
Renton.

“It was a perfect partnership,” 
Cockroft said. “Betty could grow 
really rare plants superbly. Ned built 
beautiful structures that provided the 
ideal environment for Betty to grow 
difficult plants.”

In 1997, Betty was awarded the 
Marcel Le Piniec Award by the North 
America Rock Garden Society for 
her accomplishments in finding rare 
plants and distributing them to rock 
gardeners. She also developed new 
propagation methods and techniques 
for raising difficult seed.

Leave a Land Legacy
Extend your love of our naturally 
beautiful islands for generations 
to come by including the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust in your Estate 
Plan. It’s easy to do!

Allocate any amount, percentage, 
or remainder of your estate or 
other assets to the Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust in your will 
or revocable living trust. The full 
amount can be deducted from 
your estate tax.

You can also name the Land Trust 
as a beneficiary of your retirement 
plan or insurance policy free of 
estate and income taxes.

For more information, contact Pat 
Powell (email: pat@wclt.org or 
call: 360.222.3310).  

The Land Trust is honored that Ned 
and Betty trusted us to carry on their 
passion for native plants. We are 
grateful to the Lowrys for their legacy 
gift to island nature.
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Nursery Gives Plants a Healthy Start – Native prairie plants sometimes need a little extra love. That’s why 
we grow them in the Land Trust’s nursery, built with the help of volunteers such as Cleveland Hall, above. 
Seeds collected from plants on two prairies at our Admiralty Inlet Preserve are planted in tubes and raised at 
the nursery. More than 100,000 plants have been transplanted back into the preserve to restore and expand 
the prairies. Having our own nursery has dramatically improved the vigor of our plants and is far more cost-
efficient than contracting with commercial nurseries. We also harvest seed from our native plant beds and sow 
them directly into the prairies.

We’ve expanded Barnum Point 
County Park from 27 acres to 101 
acres with more to come. In January, 
we protected the actual “Point,” the 
spot where the old Inn at Barnum 
Point was located.

The inn structure has since been 
removed by sustainable methods to 
avoid adding waste to the landfill. 
Dave Bennink’s ReUse Consulting, 
one of the nation’s premier building 
deconstruction companies, was in 
charge of the work.

Completion of the work in early 
April greatly improved the Point’s 
appearance. Only the inn’s 
foundation remains and it will 

Much of the Inn at Barnum Point materials were repurposed into sheds, a shop, cabin and other structures.

Deconstructed Barnum Point Inn Provides Building Blocks for New Projects
Company Recycles Most of Materials and Repurposes Pieces for Use in Other Structures 

disappear in a few months. The 
emphasis on recycling paid off. 
Ninety-four percent of the inn 
material (60,000 pounds) was diverted 

from the landfill and much of the 
inn was used for other repurposes, 
including a cabin, shop, two sheds, a 
tree house and two home additions.
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Grateful for Dedicated Helpers 
A Big Thank-You to Our Amazing Volunteers
Out of nearly 500 nonprofits in Island County, we’re 
honored that so many of you have chosen to spend your 
energy helping the Land Trust on island conservation.

As a donor-funded organization, with more work on our 
hands than staff can accomplish, the time and effort 
volunteers devote to caring for our preserves, preparing 
for events, doing administrative work, and serving on 
our board of directors are all big reasons for our shared 
success. Collectively, you donated 4,200 hours in 2017, 
an 11 percent increase from the year before! We couldn’t 
do it without you. THANK YOU!

Interested in volunteering? Please contact Kyle 
Ostermick-Durkee at (360) 222.3310 or kyle@wclt.org.

2017 Volunteers
The Rotary Club of Whidbey Westside planted trees at Crockett Lake Preserve in March.
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Sievert Rohwer’s property includes several ponds. Rohwer has done extensive restoration in his forest and wetlands to benefit amphibians, waterfowl, and other native wildlife.

When Dr. Sievert Rohwer moved 
to South Whidbey in the 1980s, he 
saw large migrations of salamanders 
trying to cross Cultus Bay Road. Most 
didn’t make it. “There were dead 
salamanders everywhere,” he recalled. 
“It was the Northwest salamander. 
You never see them here anymore.”

Rohwer, a retired zoology professor, 
takes an active interest in such 
matters. As an owner of a forest and 
wetland near Cultus Bay, he realized 
he could restore wildlife diversity to 
the natural world around him.

That started Rohwer on a mission 
to improve wildlife habitat on his 
property in hopes all creatures would 
benefit, particularly amphibians and 
waterfowl. He recently led a group of 
Land Trust members on a tour of his 
land, showing the progress he and his 
family have made on their 34 acres.

“How many hours a day do you 
spend out here?” one person asked. 
“Probably all day,” Rohwer laughed. 

A hollowed out cedar tree makes a fun hiding spot.

Retired Zoology Professor Takes Visitors out for a Walk on the Wild Side
Landowner Protects Wetland Full of Wonders on South Whidbey 

“I’m always doing something if I’m 
not writing scientific papers.”

Rohwer is curator emeritus of 
ornithology (birds) at the UW’s Burke 
Museum, but holds a soft spot for 
frogs, toads, and other amphibians. 
His restoration work has brought 
back a healthy population of native 
amphibians on his property. 

“I didn’t really shift my interest from 
birds,” he said. “It’s just that the 
amphibians needed more help than 
the birds did on this property.”

Rohwer’s property is a water world of 
wonder. Cultus Creek flows through 
a series of beaver ponds that provide 
breeding sites for amphibians and 
homes for waterfowl. 

The Land Trust is working with 
Rohwer on a conservation easement 
that will permanently protect his 
property to benefit nature. The 
conservation easement will extinguish 
future development rights.

“I don’t want to see this parcel 
subdivided,” Rohwer said. “I grew up 
in Florida. When I look at where I 
once caught wild critters, nothing’s 
there anymore — just houses and 
citrus groves.”

“Everyone who sees the place is 
blown away by the amazing array of 
habitats on the property and the hard 
work that Sievert did to enhance 
them,” said Ryan Elting, Land Trust 
conservation director. “There’s a 
tremendous amount of thought and 
heroic effort that’s gone into that.”
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Want to spend time outdoors?  Here are some fun ideas:

• Enter the Land Trust’s fifth annual outdoor Calendar 
Photo Contest. Photographers can click away until July 
8. Contest rules are online at www.wclt.org.

• The third annual Sea, Trees & Pie Bike Ride is July 22 
on Central Whidbey. Learn more and register at 
www.wclt.org/bikeride.

• Come to our Member Picnic at 3 Sisters Family Farm 
on August 24. An invitation and more information will 
be coming soon.

Prepare for food, fun, and great hospitality at our Member Picnic on August 24.

Three Ways to Enjoy the Outdoors This Summer  
Land Trust Offers Photo Contest, Bike Ride, and Member Picnic 

Choose one of three routes for the Sea, Trees, & Pie Bike Ride on July 22.

Capture a landscape and enter our Calendar Photo Contest. Photo by Julie Boyd.


