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Large photo: Forest restoration thinning with a feller-buncher. Small photo: Taken prior to thinning, showing the dense tree growth.

Trillium Forest Health Thinning Complete!

A 14-year Restoration Story for the Books

The story of Trillium Community Forest
is one of the defining legacies of the
Whidbey Camano Land Trust and the
conservation ethic of Island County.
Within months of a Land Trust call to
action, the community stepped-up to
help protect 654 acres of forest, creating
a refuge for wildlife as well as people.
The Trillium campaign changed our
view of what we're able to accomplish
together. Since those initial protection
efforts, Trillium has grown to over 720
acres. But protecting the land was only

the beginning. Restoring this forest and
ensuring it is healthy long into the future
is an equally important part of this story.
So we're thrilled to share that this spring
we reached a major restoration milestone
—the completion of the Trillium Forest
thinning project!

In 2010, even before the property was
formally protected, we realized that the
restoration of these former industrial
timberlands was a monumental task.
Logged multiple times over the prior

century, including a 450-acre clearcut in

the late 1980s, and having been overplanted
and neglected, the forest was very unhealthy.

Choked of light and stagnant, with vast

areas devoid of any groundcover vegetation,

it was unclear how the forest would
respond to restoration efforts.

With this in mind, a forest management
plan was developed over the subsequent
months, followed by a search for
funding and partners to help make

the project possible.
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Forest Restoration

continued from page 1

The goal? To shift the trajectory of Trillium
Forest toward healthy, old-growth conditions.
How? By reducing the density of trees from

a suffocating 600-trees-per-acre to a natural
120-trees-per-acre.

Through this thinning, more sunlight, water and
nutrients would be available to the remaining
trees while allowing for the development of

a lush, native understory of plants like salal,
sword fern and huckleberry. The additional
space would also allow tree planting that would
increase the species and age diversity of the
forest. All this work could provide the necessary
habitat and foods for wildlife to prosper and
create a healthy, diverse forest.

And as of this spring, 14 years since the first
tree was cut, the Trillium thinning effort is
now complete, and incredibly successful!

While this work may sound simple, a
tremendous amount of time and energy was
involved—just the kind of challenge we live for!
The forest health thinning was designed in two
phases to give the slender trees time to grow
and spread their root systems. Since the trees
had essentially been holding each other up,
with branches entwined from the ground to their
crowns, thinning all at once would have opened
the forest to major damage in the first wind or
ice storms.

So, between 2012 and 2016, a first round of
entries reduced the density from roughly 600,
down to 300 trees-per-acre. The work was done
using the most advanced logging equipment
available, starting with a highly-specialized
feller-buncher, used to cut the trees. The large
equipment did its slow dance through the
woods, reaching out 30 feet in any direction to
grab an individual tree. As it did so, the branches

and tips of the cut trees were laid in the path
of the equipment to limit soil compaction.

With the first round of thinning complete, the
forest was given time to rest. After 30 years of
cramped conditions, the trees rapidly doubled
in size over the following decade. These trees
had clearly been patient! Native understory
vegetation also prospered, and by 2024 it was
clear that the forest was ready for the second
and final round of restoration.

This time, in addition to reducing tree density
by half again, about a dozen small gap
formations, quarter-acre to half-acre in size,
were created to mimic natural disturbances.
Into these small gaps a diverse mix of trees
were planted. Now, western red cedar,

Sitka spruce and western hemlock, species
previously absent in Trillium Forest, will be
found among the Douglas fir and alders as
you wander along the trails.

Now the forest can be left to grow. Logging
equipment will only be a memory in these
woods, and the physical signs of the work will
soon fade, as well. The trees are growing fast
and understory vegetation is returning after
the disturbance. The forest habitat is gaining
complexity and diversity with each passing
year, becoming healthier and more resilient
to the impacts of climate change. Stewardship
staff and volunteers from the Land Trust are
already back at work, mending and grooming
trails for walkers, equestrians and cyclists.
We are deeply grateful, as the current
stewards of this remarkable place, for the
chance to help set this forest on a path to
health, and to share it with all who walk these
trails and those who will continue stewarding
and caring for Trillium Community Forest
long into the future.
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KEYSTONE CORNER

Stay updated on all the happenings at Keystone Farm and Forest Preserve as we continue restoration work and ® ®
final touches for public opening this fall. Read more for recent highlights, and visit our Keystone Preserve webpage "é"i i
@i

to learn more about the property: www.wclt.org/projects/keystone-farm-and-forest-preserve.

SAFE ACCESS

Keystone Preserve is located directly off Highway 525 just south of Coupeville. To enhance safety and improve
access for visitors and school buses ahead of the public opening, a left-turn lane will be constructed on the
highway. Construction is set to begin this summer.

Thanks to the many volunteers continuing to help at Keystone Preserve, trails have been built and are receiving
ongoing maintenance to remain visitor-ready. Restoration is ongoing, with removal of invasive weeds to give space
for native plants to grow and thrive along the blufftop and stream corridor.

FINISHING TOUCHES

With the public opening just around the corner, final touches are being made, including sign and kiosk installation
to guide and inform visitors, and completion and maintenance of the public access trails and walking paths. These
steps ensure that Keystone Preserve will be enjoyable, safe and accessible for future visitors!

J
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First Aid in the Great Outdoors ‘

Helpful Tips, Reminders and What to Pack

With the return of sunny days and outdoor fun, along come the risks of pesky rolled ankles, sunburns and
stings! But even when we remember to bring along our first aid kit for the hike, how often do we think to
do a spring check of our supplies before adventure season? Before you hit the trails this year, here are a
few handy tips and reminders to keep you safe and prepared for whatever the outdoors throws your way!

FIRST AID KIT

e

Expiration Dates

\RED Do you carry food or glucose tablets for someone with diabetes? Filtration tablets for

EX water? Or just general medication? If so, check and make sure they haven't expired,
and that their packaging is intact. Are they still the right texture or color, and are the

o instructions still legible? If they don't pass this short checklist, it's time to replace them!

Sticky Stuff Still Sticky

Especially if you've been using the same kit for years, don't find yourself in a “non”
sticky situation. Band aids, Teflon and medical tape are worth checking—if the
adhesive is gone, they're just taking up space.

Seasonal Items

\ w Springtime means sunshine, blooming flowers...and pollen (cue the allergies!), plus
\;k,jo the risk of sunburns and insect stings. Consider adding seasonal items like sunscreen,
_ burn relief gel, extra allergy medicine, and sting relief ointment. If these items aren't
[ SCAEE in your kit already, now is a good time to add them in, and remove any cold season
30 items from your kit.

Personal Items

Not all people are the same, so their first aid kits shouldn't be either! Make sure your
first aid kit has things you and your loved ones need. Start with the essentials like
gloves, masks, and gauze or bandages, and then add items tailored to you and your
specific adventure. Backup inhalers, batteries and prescription medicine are just a few
examples. Take a few minutes to think of what you might need for this outing

and get it in that pack!

First Aid Booklet

Finally, consider carrying a first aid booklet. Whether you're a first aid expert or not,
‘ EM;,-"""" high stress situations challenge everyone's memory. A simple, user-friendly booklet
P RGENcy 5 with signs, symptoms and tips can boost your confidence, provide quick, reliable
AN information, and critical support in serious situations. Just be sure to familiarize
yourself with your booklet before your journey begins.

Have Fun!

/B

You're all set to enjoy the outdoors with ease and confidence!

\_
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Field Notes

Outtakes from the Land Trust

A Greener Ride

We are incredibly excited and grateful
to be a recipient of Puget Sound
Energy's Transportation Emission
Reduction (TER) Grant! This funding
helps us advance our commitment

to sustainability by supporting the
adoption of electric transportation
solutions at the Land Trust.

Thanks to PSE’s Grant, the Land Trust
recently purchased two new electric
vehicles, a 2025 Ford Lightning pickup
and a 2026 Kia EV9. These additions to
the Land Trust's fleet mark an exciting
step forward in supporting staff travel
between sites for stewardship work,
land protection efforts and community

Thanks to PSE's TER Grant, the Land Trust recently purchased two electric vehicles.

outreach, including tours, field trips and
more, while reducing our environmental
impact. Best of all, this grant is funded
entirely through The Washington State
Department of Ecology’s Clean Fuel
Standard (CFS) regulation, and not
utility ratepayers!

Through this project, the Land Trust

is reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
lowering operating costs, supporting
local economic development, and
contributing to a cleaner, healthier
environment for this community.

We're excited to partner with Puget
Sound Energy in shaping a more
inclusive and sustainable transportation
future for these island communities.

Rollins ¢ ollege students help out at Sillima

n Preserve,

Cross-Country Volunteers

Through the Rollins College Immersion
Program, students are given the opportunity
to embark on meaningful service-based trips
across the United States. Over their spring
break, 14 students made the cross-country
journey from Florida to Washington to
engage in community work focused

on environmentalism and sustainability.
We're thrilled that these dedicated

students chose to volunteer with the

Land Trust, making a real impact while
exploring the diverse nature of Whidbey
Island! Students shared their experiences:

“Volunteering with the Whidbey Camano Land
Trust was an amazing experience! We helped
remove invasive blackberry roots, which | didn't
know previously were non-native and spread
so aggressively. One of the coolest parts was
digging up the huge root systems, with their
massive, connected roots. It was fascinating to
see how deeply they take hold in the ground. It
was amazing, also, to hear how much work the
Land Trust is doing to protect the ecosystem,
and | really admire it.”

- Saumya Khelani

“I thoroughly enjoyed my experience
volunteering with the Land Trust. Learning
about the ecology of the area in order to help
take care of the land was really interesting,
and then seeing that ecology in action while
we worked was fascinating. My favorite part
was, by far, all of the flora and fauna we saw
while volunteering—coming from Florida, it
was so drastically different than what I'm used
to, and doing rewarding work in a beautiful
place with cool people was a ton of fun. “

- Stella Stollings
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Thank You For Going Above and Beyond!

‘Hl.ﬂ'll"

To our unstoppable volunteers, we extend our heartfelt gratitude. Your dedication and love for these islands truly shines in the
wonderful work you do! From caring for the land, supporting events, helping out in our office, lending your writing and editing skills, to
connecting the community with nature and sharing your knowledge with us—your contributions are endless and deeply appreciated!
Ready to join in and make a difference? Check out upcoming volunteer opportunities at www.wclt.org/getinvolved/volunteer.

CELEBRATING OUR 2025 VOLUNTEERS

Andrew Adamyk
Edward Aites
David Allen
Shayla Allen

Jim Almeida
James Amadon
Carlos Andersen
Hannah Andersen
Harry Anderson
Lucius Andrew
Kim Andrews
Patrick Andrews
Megan Austin
Lea Bahner
Karen Ball
Laurel Barker
John Barney
Sandra Barney
Rachel Bentfield
Bergman Young Family
Binder Family
Jayanne Bixby
John Boone

Aria Bowen
Brice Bowen
Jim Boyle

Ben Breedlove
Cliff Breedlove
Devon Brewer
Debra Brickel
Tony Brickel
Barbara Brock
Bill Brugman
John Brugman
Amy Bullis
George Bullis
Jordi Cabre
Carey Shannon Family
Laurie Carron
Mark Cassidy

Alanna Chapman

Cara Chapman

Candy Charlwood

Robin Charlwood

Daniel Christiaens

The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints

Melissa Cober

Steve Coffing

Ed Coleman

Rebecca Collins

John Cordell

Lenny Corin

Coupeville Cub Scouts
Troop #4058

Coupeville Elementary 4th Grade

Coupeville Leo Club

Coupeville Scout Troop #4058

Nina Cox

Diana Craig

Rob Craig

Maribeth Crandell

Olivia Cruz-Uribe

Tim Cuchna

Pete Cummings

Marcia Davidson

Alyce DeMarais

Bruce DeMarais

Catherine DeMarais

Vicki Demetre

Myth Denzel

Brian Depew

Kathy DePew

Dave Deutschman

Bliss Diggins

Do Dinh

Christine Dixon

Gregory Donohue

Robbie Drabek

Patricia Duarte

John Edison
David Edwards
Lora Eelkema
Martha Ellis
Steve Ellis
Cassady Ells
John Elsbree
Kathryn Evans
Barb Ewing

Cory Fakkema
Mack Fisher

llea Fowler

John Fowler

Rob Fowler
Colleen Fox
Christian Fulghum
Travis Furlanic
Stephen Gall
Thomas Garrod
Harrison Goodall
Tilda Gouveia
Paul Grubb

Emi Gunn

Gunn Family
Cash Hajny
Cleveland Hall
Janet Hall

Susan Hamilton
Linda Hansen
Barry Hashimoto
Anne Hayden
Neal Hedges
David Hefflinger
Grant Heiken
Tonya Henny
Gary Hess

Sarah Hess
Jennifer Hickey
Mark Hickey
Steven Holmberg

Melissa Holme
Craig Holmquist
Chris Holt
Peter Holte
Anthony Hooks
Jeff Horst
Lois Horst
Allie Hudec
Hana Huffman
Island County Juvenile
Court Services
David Janicki
Jenkins Family
Sarah Jewell
Karen Johnson
Mark Johnson
Rachel Johnson
Daniel Johnston
Jeremiah Jones
James L Kanning
Linda Kast Meehan
Brian Keeler
Donna Keeler
Betty Keeton
Elizabeth Kennedy
Gary Ketcheson
Brett Kindberg
Katelyn Kindberg
Peter Kindberg
Judson King
Sally King
Andi Kopit
Robert Kramer
Carrie Krueger
Alan LaFleur
Morgan LaFleur
Cheri Lanham
Shavayne Lawrence
Anne Lawson-Beerman
Jinhwa Lee

Carol Lewellen
Ann Linnea

Krista Loercher
Nicole Luce
Gretchen Luxenberg
Shelly MacMillan
Eric Mager
Marilyn Main

Jeff Margraf

Josh Margraf

Lisa Margraf
Alondra Mariscal
Toni Marthaller
Schyler Mason
Valerie Matazzoni
Daniel Matlock
Jenny Matsumoto
Maki Matsuno
Michael Maxwell
Jana McGehee
Elexia McGill
Lorinda McNall
Dana Melick
Tamara Melvin
Kenia Mendoza
Melissa Merickel
Michael Mertens
Garth Miller
Holly Miller

Lucy Miller

Carla Moises Lopez
Barbara Morgan
Mark Morris
Deirdre Morrison
Elaine Mosman
Cole Mumper
Gloria Nemechek
Paul Nemechek
Dyan Nielsen
Tom Nielsen
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Nordstrom Family

Heidi Nutter

Walter Nutter

Anngaylia O'Barr-Breedlove

Marcy O'Neill

Anna O'Shea

Neil O'Sidhe

Oak Harbor Intermediate School
National Honor Society

Trystin Oeljen

Chuck Ontiveros

Carol Orazem

Billy Pape

Carolyn Pape

Gary Parker

Margie Parker

Luke Pauley

Bob Payton

Sue Payton

Scott Peacock

Zephaniah Perry

Asaya Plumly

Bill Poss

Pat Powell

Gail Prichard

Judy Prichard

Cathy Queeno-Wall

Lana Rasmussen

Caroline Renard Adamyk

Colin Rhodes

Tony Richter

Allison Rinard

Paige Ritterbusch

Sara Robertson

Gene Robinson

Lillian Robinson

Chris Rose

Nathan Rusch

Beatrice Sager

Tony Salome

Aston Samms

Shane Sanders

Mary Jane Sarbaugh

Tisha Satow

Malcolm Schleh

Barbara Schmuki

Claire Schmuki

Julia Sensenbrenner

Noble Seymour

Katy Shaner

Marie Shaw

Mark Sheehan

Dyanne Sheldon

Joe Sheldon

Jeffrey Sibley

Jacob Sims

Colleen Skinner

Keith Skinner

Mike Skinner

Jana Kay Slater

Aaron Slattery

Jackie Smith

Leigh Smith

Savannah Smith

Jim Somers

Jenny Son

Jim Soules

Jerry South

Nancy South

South Whidbey Alternative
Learning Experience (ALE)
3rd - 4th Grades

South Whidbey Cub Scouts
Troop #57

South Whidbey Elementary
1st & 4th Grades

South Whidbey High School
Ecology Club

South Whidbey Transition School

Deborah Spaine

Sam Sparks Randy Von Dregt

Tyril Sparks Mark Waterbury

lliah Spector Kelly Webb

Derek Stabell Daniel | Weber

Michael Stansbury David Wechner

Pamela Stein Whidbey Cornerstone Scholars
William Stelle David Wiegand

Kathleen Stetz Dennis Willson

Trevor Stevens Windermere Whidbey

Cathleen Stewart Community Day of Service

Kim Stokely Akemi Yonezaki

Zachary Street Heather Young

Ed Thielicke Tony Young

Catherine Trout Lichterman William Young

Sam Turner Sherry Zoars

Troy Twibell

Eric Veloz . .

Mike Viers Did we miss your name?
Quintin Viers Please contact us at

Bill Vogt info@wclt.org or 360.222.3310
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JUNE 4*

MEMBER EVENT
Pizza & Pollinators

Coupeville

JULY 24

GUIDED WALK & TALK
Barnum Point County Park

Camano Island

TIME TBD

AUGUST 28

GUIDED SUNSET WALK
Walking Ebey’s
Coupeville

\ 00 pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JUNE 10
GUIDED WALK & TALK
Trillium Community Forest
Greenbank

10:00 am

AUGUST 6

Volunteer
Appreciation Potluck

Oak Harbor

SAVE THE DATE

Scan the QR code or visit www.wclt.org/get-involved

JUNE 20*

Conservation Partner
Celebration

Freeland
more information
AUGUST 10

GUIDED WALK & TALK
Possession Sound Preserve

Clinton

10:00 am

to register for events and work parties.

Questions? Call 360.222.3310 or email info@wclt.org.
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JULY 9*

MEMBER EVENT
Pizza & Pollinators

Camano Island

AUGUST 22

GUIDED WALK & TALK
Beach View Farm

Oak Harbor

10:00 am

*Don’t miss out on these Land Trust member-only events! Become a member today to participate in more upcoming events.



